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The Publiſher to the Reader, 


"A Mong the Remains of this pious 
and learned Authour, fit to be 
communicated to the 'publick, none 
more likely to be of general uſe and 
advantage than this Explication - of 
the Lord's Prayer, the Decaloguc, 
and the Do&trine of the Sacraments; 

whether we regard the brevity and 
alplainneſs, or the admirable weight 
be fulneſs of it.” + And therefore I 
thought fit to publiſh it in a ſmall 
Manual by it ſelf, and not to join it 
with other Diſcourſes of the Au- 
thour, that fo this little Treatiſe, 
which is ſo neceſſary and uſefull to 
all, might be had upon the eaſieſt 
terms, 


It 


_ 


The Publiſher Wy the Reader. 


It were to be wiſb'd, that the Creed 
alſo had been explain'd by higz in the 
ſame manner ; but that he hath han- 
dled in a larger way, in a great many 
excellent Scrrons upon the' ſeveral 
Articles of it, wherein he. hath not 
onely explain'd and confirm'd the great 
Doftrines of our Religion, but likewiſe 
ſhewn what influence every Article of 
our Faith ought to have upon our 
prattice. Theſe Diſcourſes will make 
a very conſiderable Treatiſe, which will 
in due time be made publick, bn the 
mean time enjoy and make uſe of this. 


Jo. Tillotſon. 
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[EXPOSITION 
OF THE 


4] Lozd's Pzayer. 


the Orat. Domun; 


bis. $i per omnia precationum ſantlarum wverba 
iſcurras, quantum exiſtimo nihil inve- 
wies, quod non iſa Dominica contineat & 
concludat oratio : unde liberum eſt aliis 


IN. atque aliis verbis, eadem tamen in orando 
dicere, ſed non debet efſe liberum alia di- 
cere. Aug. ad Probam Epift. CXXI. 
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Mong all the Duties, pre- 
A ſcribed to us by our Re. 


immediately deriving moſt ample, 
and high' benefits ; to the perfor- 
mance of which duty we arc far- 
niſhed with excellent/ direthon, 
and aſſiſtance from that Pray- 
&r, which our Lord Tat ſeveral 
times, and upon ſeyeral occaſions) 
B 2 dictated, 


An Expoſition of * 


Mart.s. 9g. 


dictated, and recommended to his 
Diſciples, both as a pattern, ac- 
cording to whichthey ſhould re- 
gulate their devotions (Pray thus, 
or-inthis manner, ſaith he in Saint 
Matthew) and as a form, in which 


Luk, 11.2 they ſhould expreſs them (When 


$nambibet alia verde db 
cammi, que 
wel precede 


«cas crank 


nd AA that is, ſay this or 


'ords ; fo he injoins them 
[37 (in Saint Zake) unto it 
therefore we care- 


format wr 


fully attend as to our beſt 


clareat, wil do at- 
ker, oa wes; rate - and we ſhould fre- 


Dons ornis rom) Quently uſe it as our beſt 
ode. Aus, Tek. ns; Matter of devotion; to 
— the: well ing of 
. + both which duties, at- is 
requiſite that we ſhould diſtin&ly 
underſtand the particulars contai- 
ned /therein, in. order to which 
purpoſe. we {hall endeavour to ex- 
plain ther; but, firſt Jet us pre- 
miſe afew words in general abour 

Prayer. --- 


Prayer 


| 
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the Lord's Prayer. +5 


Prayer in its latitude of a t Tims 2. 7. 
tion doth comprehend all tevor => 
on, or atorys tural ad- xt brag 
dreſſed unto 

of praiſe, guy we render 

=> in to his moſt ex- 

cellent ions, 'and glorious 

works ; of ſubmiſſive gratulation, 

_— our ſatisfaQtion in all the 
tions of his moſt wiſcand 


ue ning; Teal 


we hare foe ed yo; of 
ac wiedging- our 
ohm ofprobeting erty him 
him! 2h in him! 
and vowing ſervice to 'him ;' of 
confeſſing' the fins we'have com- 
mitted againſt him, with the gui 
and aggravation of thertt z of de: 
precaring the wrath and | 
ment due to us for- our 
of ext dhcp 
convemient” for us3 of inter- 
Fir Cans, WR nod we 


B 3 accor- 


An Erpolitivn-of = 


according rod or charity are 
ire ant 


promote : 
Prayer; I ay ( according 
Prjer 1p cough Gord 
ly doth fignifie one of theſe parti- 


culars, namely the petition of 
what is needtull or expedient for 


Term Boon: thereia ; fo that we may indeed 
ay Tort 4 reaſonably regard this Prayer as a 
= _ leat , and a full ex- 
of all our toward 

God of. devotion, I ſay, the 

which (to engage, excite, and en- 
RI CHUAN 

Rant practiſe thereof) we may 

conſider 


1. Ir is natural duty and debt 
we owe #0: God (both m corre 
ſpondenee 20 the deſign of our be 
ing made and endowet with rati- 
onal . capacities agrecable to our 
relations pughtamagbediogens 
being, and for all we 


have, and do continually receive 
from him) as moſt hy to love 
and reverence him our hearts ; 
ſo to declare our <ſtcem of his 
excetichcies, and our ſenſe of his 
v toward us ; ta vow the 

we have upon his will 


Deut, 10. 20, 
Matt. 4. 190. 


Plal. 65. 2. 


Exit Ougi- 
«ar «x hn 
Vieee, 


;;qaſtice tude 
due to him ; and God -_ 
ly requires, and poſitively | injoins 
them :1 He is the Lord our God, 
whom we muſt wor ſbjp. ard ſerve ; 
the God, whom. prazſe:wanteth for ; 
who ray 1. and to-whom 
= ficſh muſt-came : the 
iptuteiis very Fm com- 
_—— rhe: duty. 


2.'It je guinkedt afclctlichenns, 
or a condition: requiſite} for the 
procurement-ok benefits, and bleſ. 
ſings upon us: (God hathodechred 
thar he doth he-hath pro. 
miſed that he-will-reward all de- 
ena ike henaeeion, 


and offered: up unto 
hum ; nigh unto aff oy 
that 'him im truth ; 


ha will Dan -| 


a, 
dC- 
ly 
ES 
le 
< 
1S 
f, 
$ 
4 
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bin with all their heart ; that he vu. ___ 
wil fulfil the dere" of them thas "25% 

fear him ; he will bear theinery, * 29+ 13+ 
and will {ave them ; that they who 

feet thim ſhall not want axy good 

thing ; that, whatever we as in * John 3.24, 

prayer believing wo fhul receive (29 
that if we ash, 3t ſhall be given us, 525% 

7 we ſeek, we fhat . . if we '*7 16, 23, 
nock, . it ſhall be opened to us. 

Prayer is alſo a means of - procu- 

ring 2 bleſſing all our ug- 


dertakings ; it every 
performance, Ge.,'\/There is: no 
ood thing ſo great and precious, 


high above the reach of com- 


mon power ; ſo to expect 
or dl cl 19 compu which ws 
d furely by this 


= that ye may have life ; no 
he my la 
ror >." fon not go thi- 
ther for it, where onely it is to 
be had... All things are in 
God's _— ad we al never 
any force or policy 
fn ring Sn 
1atreaty ; come 
from heaven, thence we ſhall 
never fetch them. down, without 
aſcen- 


Am bed. A. AS. £3. \_A47- Sc 
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LI 


thither in our hearts 


3- It is not onely 6 
impetration ac ing for us, but 
it is an eff inſtrument wor- 
king in us all true good ; It is the 
channel, by which God con 


q"_ light into our ry 

Li piritualvigour into our hearts 
It is þoth the ſeed and the food 
of ſpiritual life ; by which all 


exciteth, it quickneth, it maintai- 
neth all pious affeftions ; the love 
of God can no otherwiſe than by 
it be kindled, fomented or k 

in life (without it we certainly 
ſhall have an enſtrangement, and 
an 


F erwour of Syi- 
ria Rom. 12-11.. 


Pte. F 


"An Expoſition of 


an averſation from him) it alone 
can maintain a conſtant reverence 
—— 
our thoughts, making us to 
tive as m his ; it chi 
enliveneth and exerciſcth our fair 
and our hope in God : it is that 
which begetteth in our hearts a 
reliſh of divine things ; 
which ſweetneth and endeareth 


to our ſouls the practice of piety ; 
, which onely an end uri 


drkge and al 
t > 
our — fre the cates and con- 
cernments of this'world to a ſenſe 
and deſire of heavenly things. By 
it God imparteth ſtrength to-ſub- 
_—_ inclinations, to reſtrain 
appetites, to com ir- 
regular paſſions ; to her ne 
larements to evil, and the diſcou- 
ragements frotn good, which this 
world always preſenteth ; to ſup. 
port alſo with patience and equa- 
numity . the many croſſes and 
troubles 


ear of, the. great. ku 
world ;- ſo mighty 1n 
large in bounty, 1o fu of good: 


An Expoſition'of 
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Gen. 15, 27, 


on ; fothoroughty able, 
© W ro grant 
poſing LR How 
fweer a thing, of what comfort 
and wm is it; to have the hi- 

berty of pouring out our ſouls awd 
our hearts (as the P/abmift <a 
before God ; of di 
minds of all their carcs, their de. 
ſires, their doubts; their griets and 


anxieties into the breaſt of ſo kind * 


a _ fo wiſe a counſcller, fo 
_ a who alone indeed 
bur pk #- caſe, fas 
end comfort to-us? Conſidering 
which —_ we ſhall appear not 
_ NY eraulie ns 
hly ingratefull coward hing 
rare o mfinitely condeſcends jn 
vouchſafing to us duf and gfpes 
(vile and unworthy creatyres ) 
keave to ſpeak and converſe with 
him) but very injurious and un- 
faithfull to our ſelves, and to our 
own good ; if we neglett rhis du- 
ty commanded, or ta 
= indulged to us: 


 theod's Peaper. 


. |-In the due performance of 
> 1 and 1m radon 


le to his Farher, would 
become and befit us in our 


NN ms Acts. 


An Expoſition of 


nied with due faith and confi. 
dence: theſe, and the like verrues 
directive of our devotion we might 
obſerve running generall through 
the whole comtexture of this ware 
rable Form ; but we fhall rather 
chuſe to take notice of them. as 
they ſhall offer themſclves in their 
particular places; tothe conſidera- 
tion of which in order -we/now 
do apply our ſelves. 


Dur Father which art 
in Heaton, 


Dur Father z/ upon this. title, 
or: manner of compellation , we 
may firſt obſerve, that 
our Saviour preſctibeth this Form 
as a pattern; and an exerciſe of 
private prayer to be performed in 
the Cloſet (and alone in ſecrer as 


Matt 6.6, js e in the Goſpe/) yet he 
rr, ip to make our addreſ. 


ks to God in a iyle of plurality, 
| ſaying, 


. EE O24. a > AM. & A. 0 of 


—Y 


- Mk 
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ſaying, not my Father, | but or 
Father ; thereby , it ſeems, im- 
plying; 1. That we ſhould in 
our prayers conſider and acknow- 
ledge the Univerſality of God's 
power, and goodneſs. 2. That 
we {ſhould not 1n., our conceit 
proudly.. and vairily appropriate 
or cngroſs the regard of God un- 
to our ſelves; but remember that 
our brethren have an equal ſhare 
with us therein. + 3. That in all 
our deyotions we ſhould be mind- 
full of thoſe common bands which 
knit us together. as Men and as 
Chriſtians (.the band of nature 
and humanity ; the more ſtrict 
tyes of. common. faith and hope ; 
of manifold relations unto God 
that made us, and our Saviour that 
redeemed us, andthe Holy Spt- 
rit who animateth and quickneth 
us, and combineth, us in ſpirityal 
union.) - 4.. That we ſhould bear 
ſuch hearty good-will, and chari- 
table atie&tion _ others, as 

| not 


15 An Erpolition of 

not onely to ſeek and deſire our 
own particular and private ; 
but that of all men ; eſpecially of 
all good Chriſtians ; who in a pe- 
cular manner are God's children 
—_— and our brethren; He did not 
"TI bid us fay my Father , but our 
eons, Father, who art in Heaven; that 
nies To Þ- being taught that we have a com- 
duxdi"vs + mon Father, we might ſhew a bro- 
exxbae 4% therly good will one toward ano- 

Cnr. ther, faith S.C hryſoſtome. 
> 806: As for the appellation Father ; 
it doth mind us of our relation to 
God, who upon many grounds, 
and in divers high reſpetts is our 
Father (by nature, for that he 
gave us our being, and made us 
after his own image; by provi- 
dence, for that he continually 
erveth and maintaineth us ; 
y grace, for that he reneweth us 
ro his image in righteouſneſs and 
holineſs; by adoption, for that he 
alloweth us the benefit and privi- 
lege of his children, aſſigning an 
eternal 


the Lozd's Prayer. 


eternal inheritance to us) of this 
relation, which as Creatures, as 
Men, as Chriſtians, we bear to 
God it mindeth us, and conſe. 

uently how we ought in corre- 
Graders thereto to behave our 
ſelves; ielding to him all ref) A 
aeog — + ; _ 
ning our ſelves in all things as be- 
comes fuch a relation, and rank: 
This indeed of all God's Names, 
Titles and Attributes is choſen as 
moſt ſutable to the nature of the 
preſent duty ; as moſt encours- 
ging to the performance thereof, 
as moſt fully implying the diſpoſi- 
tions required in us, when we ap- 


ply our ſelves thereto. Our Sa. 2-7 


viour uſed to compare Prayer to 
a Son's asking, nouriſhment of his 
Father ; arguing thence what fuc- 
cels, and benefit we may _ 
from it : we come therein to God, 
not (dire&tly) as to a Lord or Ma- 
ſter, to receive commands ; but 
rather as to a Father to requeſt 
QC 3 trom 


Luk. 1 It- 


"20 An Expoſition of 


from him the ſuſtenance of our 
lite, and ſupply of our needs; to 
render withallunto him our thank- 
tull acknowledgments, for having 
continuedly done thoſe things for 
us; and to demonſtrate our dut1- 
full reſpe&t, and affeftion toward 
him. Ir is natural for children in 
any danger, ſtreight, or want to 
fly to their parents for ſhelter, re- 
lief and fuccour ; and it is fo like- 
wiſe for us to have recourſe unto 
God, in all thoſe caſes, wherein 
no viſible means of help appear 
from elſewhere: And to doe fo 
the title of Father doth encourage 
us, ſignifying not onely power 
and authority over us, but affec- 
tion and dearneſs toward us : The 
name God, importing his excellent 
perteCtions; the name Lord, min- 
ding us of his power, and empire 
/ over us, with the like titles decla- 
rative of his ſupereminept Maje- 
ſty, might deter us, being con- 
{cious of our meangels and yn- 


worthi- 


nos 9 a 


the Zod's P2ayer. 21 
worthineſs, from a ching to 
him ; but the w Father is at- 
traftive and emboldning ; think:- 
ing on that we ſhall be apt to 
conceive hope, that how mean, 
how unworthy ſoever, yet being 


his children, will not reject, 


or refuſe us: For, If men being Mate. 6. it. 


evil do give good gifts unto their 
children ; how much more will our 
Father, which # in heaven, give 


good things to them that ask him 2 


It alſo plainly intimates how 
ualified and diſpoſed in mind we 
ſhould come to God ; namely, 
with high reverence, with humble 
affection, with hearty gratitude ; 
as tothe Authour of our being, to 
him that hath continually preſer- 
ved and brought us up; from 
whoſe care and providence we 
have received all the good we 
have ever enjoyed ; from whoſe 
mercy and favour we can onely 
expect any good for the future. 
By calling God Father, we avow 
C 3 our 


On tt 2 on —— 


Matt. 21. 22. 
Jam, I, 6 
i Tim. 2. $. 


x Pet, 1. 17» 
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> —— — —— 


our ſelves obliged to honour and 
love him incomparably beyond 
all things; We alſo declare our 
faith, and hope in Gad ; that we 
believe him well affected toward 
us, and willing to doe us good ; 
and that we thence hope to re- 
ceive the good deſirable trom him 
(the which are diſpoſitions neceſ- 

to the due performance of 
this duty.) It alſo implyeth, that 
we ſhould come thereto with pu- 
rity of mind and good conſcience, 
which is alſo requiſite to the ſame 
intent : for if we are conſcious of 
undutifull and diſobedient carri- 

toward God, how can we 
call hum Father * with what 
heart, or face can we aſſume to 
our ſelves the title of children ? 
If (faith S. Peter) ye call upon 
bim as Father, who impartially 
judges according to every mans 
work, (that is, who onely cſtce- 
meth rhem for his children, who 
truly behave themſelves as be- 
cometh 


d 
d 
r 
- 
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cometh children) paſs the time 
of your pilgrimage in fear (or 
in reverence toward God). We 
may add, that we allo hereby 
may be ſuppoſed to expreſs our 
charity toward our brethren ; 
who bear unto God, the Father 
of all men, the ſame common re- 
lation. But I proceed : 


CAbich art in Heaven, 


God Almighty is ſubſtantiall 
preſent every where; but he dot 
not every where in effefs diſco- 
ver himfelf alike, nor with equal 
ſplendour in all places diſplay the 
beams of his glorious Majeſty. 
The Scripture trequently mentio- 
neth a place of his ſpecial reſi- 
dence (ſcated in regions of in- 
acceſſible light, above the reach 
not onely of our ſenſe, but of our 
fancy and conception) where his 
royal Court, his preſence Cham- 
C 4 ber, 


— 
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ber, his imperial Throne are ; 

where he is more immediately 

attended gloriotis 

Angels, oe Shin Seintey which 

Lok. 2. 14 place is called Feavey, the high- 
Matt, 2r. . ©/Þ| heavens; the mz vywe, the 
bigheſt places; by his preſence 

-. goat] is Telcribdd here. 

as for diſtinftion from all other 

parents here on earth, ſo to en- 

creaſc reverence in us toward him 

(While we reflect upon his ſuper- 

eminent glory and majeſty) and 

to raiſe our hearts from theſe in- 

feriour things unto deſire, and 

hope, and love of heavenly things ; 

Tic ye «wi. withdrawing (faith S. Chryſoſtome) 
- \$ we him that prays = earth, and 
Thos ooo faltning him to the places on high, 


LeXy and to the manuſrons above. But 


fo mitch for the Title. 


The firſt Sentence of our 
Prayer 15, 


Þallowed 


th. 


"0 
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wy 


Dallowed (or ſanctificd ) 
be thy Name. 


Let us firſt (with S. Chryſo- 
ſlome) obſerve the direction we 
hence receive in all our prayers 
to 7 go a e, and principal re- 

lory of God ; not 
Lekcing w_ thing concerning our 
own good before his praiſe; dockes 
for the order. As to the ſubſtance 
of this particular we may conſt- 
der, that ſanQtity implying a dif 
crimination, a diſtance, an exalt- 
ment in nature or. uſe of the 
thing, which is denominated 
thereby ; and God's name fignt- 
fying himſelf with 'all that we 
can know of him ; himſelf, as 
however diſcovered or declared, 
with all that relates to him, and 
bears his inſctiption ; we do here 
accordingly expreſs our due ac- 
knowledgments and defires ; for 


by 


An Expolition of 

by a rare complication thus Sen- 
rence doth involve both praiſc 
and petition ; doth expreſs both 
our acknowledgment of what is, 
and our deſire of what ſhould be : 
we do I ſay hereby partly ac- 
knowledge, and praiſe the ſuper- 
eminent periections of God above 
all things, in all kind of excel- 
lency, joining in that ſeraphucal 
Doxology (which to utter 1s the 
nathan employment ot the 
bleſſed Spirits above) who inceſ- 
apor. 4.8. lantly day and night cry out, #76+ 
Apoc. 4. 11, ly, Holy, Hoely ; conleſſing with 
the heavenly hoſt in the Apoca» 
lypſe, that he w worthy of all ho- 
wour, glory and power ; we do al- 
7 2xaS4 {0 partly declare our hearty wi- 
Sim 4s. hes, that God may be every 
en where had in higheſt veneration; 
that all things relating to him 
may receive their due regard ; 
that all honour and praiſe, all du- 

ty and ſervice may in a | 


manner be rendred unto hi by 


OS IT. — 2 ZS. A 


— 
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all men, by all creatures, by our 
ſelves eſpecially : that all minds 
may entertain good and worthy 
opinions of him; all tongues ſpeak 
well of him, celebrate and bleſs 
lum ; all creatures yield adorati- 
on to his name, andobedience to 
his will : that he be worſhipped 
in truth and ſincerity, with zeal 
and fervency ; this particularly in 
the Prophet E/ay, and by S. Peter 
is called ſanttifying God's Name 
in oppoſition to idolatrous and 


profane Religion ( Saxttifte the £5.53. 14- 


Lord of hoſts himſelf, and let bim * 


our fear, let him be your 


dread, faith the Prophet ; and, 


Fear not their fear, nor be trou. ' *t-3447% 


bled ; but ſantlifie the Lord God 
in your hearts, faith the Apoſtle.) 
Thus do we here pray and with 
in reſpe&t to all men, and to all 
creatures capable of thus fanCti 
tying God's Name ; but more 
particularly we pray for our 
ſelves, that God would grant ta 


us, 


—— 


us, that we by our religious and 
righteous converſation bring 


- honour to his name; fo that mer 


ſeeing our good works may glorifie 


our Father, which uz in Heaven. 


#  (Youchſafe, ſaith he, that we may 
i- live ſo purely, that all men by us 
" may glorifie thee : fo deſcants 


9. Chryſoſt ome. ) 


Thy Kingdom come. 


This Petition, or devout wiſh, * 
being ſubordinate to the former, 
as expreſſing a main particular of 
that, which is there generally de- 
fired (we here to the glory of 
God deſiring a ſucceſstull and 
ſpeedy propagation of true Reli- 
g10n ) >=. in its direct, and im- 
mediate ſenſe to reſpe&t the ſtate 
of things in that time, more ef] 
cially befitting ourLord's Diſciples 
then, when the Kingdom of God 
(that is, the ſtate of Religion un- 


the Lozd's P2ayer. 9 


der the Evangelical Diſpenſation) 

was coming and approaching ; 

( according to that of our Saviour 

in S. Late: 7 ſay wnto you of ak 5. wi 
truth, there be - on of £9 — 26 
ding here that ſhall not taſte death, 

till they ſee the Kingdom of Ged') 

whence it did become them in 

zeal to Gods glory, and charity 

for mens ſalvation, to deſire that 
Chriſtianity might ſoon effectual- 

ly be propagated over the world, 

being generally entertained by 

men with due faith and obedi- 

ence: that is, that all men wil. 

lingly might acknowledge God 

as their Lord and Maker, wors- 
ſhipping and ſerving hum in truth; 

that they might receive his blef- 

ſed Son Jeſus Chriſt as their King 

and Saviour, heartily embracing 

his doctrine, and humbly fubrur- 

ting to his laws; to which pur- 

pole our Lord injoins his Diſciples 

ro pray, that the Lord of the har- Mut. 9. 
veſt would ſend labourers into his 
harveſt ; 


bn 
i % 6x. 
wer we 4g 
"I, & jvolar 
P15 
*o*. fo come into our own hearts ; 


Sus 2120S humbligg imploring his grace, 


Theſſalonians to pray, that the 
word of the Lord may run and be 
lorified. And in parity of rea- 
on, upon the ſame grounds, we 
are concerned, and obliged to de. 
fire, that Chriſtian Religion may 
be ſettled and confirmed ; may 
grow and be encreaſed; ma 

proſper and flouriſh in the hers; 
that God's authority may to the 
largeſt extenſion of place, to the 
higheſt untention © ce, uni- 
verſally and perte&tly, be main- 
tained and promoted, both in ex- 
ternal, profeſſion and real effect ; 
the minds of all men being ſub- 
dued to the obedience of taith ; 
and avowing - the ſubjeftion due 
to him ; and truly yielding obe- 
dience to all his moſt juit and 
holy laws. Thus ſhould we pray 
that God's Kingdom may come; 
icularly detiring that it may 


that 


— 
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that he thereby — in our bene 
hearts, quelling in all exor- "mo 2 
bitant paſſions, and vicious dehires ; LIE 
them from all ſpiritual Ge == 
enemies, diſpoſing them to an en- 
tire ſubjefction to his will, and a 
willing compliance with all his 
—— for this is the Lak. 17. ur. 
yo of God, which (as our 
telleth us) # within w; the 
which doth wot (as S. Pax! teach fem 14t7 
eth us) confiſt in meat and ny 
(in any outward formal 
mances) but in righteouſneſs, and 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt ; 
that is, in obedience to God's 
wil, and in the comfortable con- 
ſequences thereof : this is the Mat. 6.3% 
Kingdom of God, which we are 
enjoined, before any worldly ac- 
commodarions, fr/t to /cet. 


An Expoſition of 


Apoc. 15, 3 


Thy will be done in 
earth, as 1t 18 In hea- 
ven. 


This Sentence is likewiſe com- 
plicated of praiſe, good delire, 
and petition : for we thereby firſt 
do acknowledge the wiſedom, 
juſtice, and goodneſs of God in 
all reſolutions of his will, and 


diſpenſations of his providence : 


r. We profeſs our approbati- 
on of all Gods counſels, 'our 
complacence and fatisfattion in 
all his proceedings ; our cheer- 
full ſubmiſſion and conſent to all 
his pleaſure ; joining our ſufrage, 
and faying in harmony with that 
bleſled Choire in the Revelation : 
Great, and wonderfull are th 
works, O Lord God Almighty ; 
juſt and true are thy ways, O thou 


King 
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. 


King of Saints. We diſchim our 
own judgments and conceits ; -we 
renounce _s own deſires and de- 
hens, fo as t appear in- 
a Na with ny dererminati- 
ons of Gods wiſedom, or diſcor- 
dant with his pleaſure ; fayi 


bat thine be tone. 


2. We do alſo expreſs our de 
fire, that as in heaven all things 
cad dope accentiegro Gel 
e do paſs according to God's 
will, and good liking ; every in- 
timation of his pleaſure finding 
there a moſt entire and 
compliance, from thoſe 


niſters - his, that do his pleaſure, 
as the P/almift calls them) ſo that 
here on carth the gracious deſi 

of God may be accompliſhed 
without oppoſition or rub ; that 


riſees and Lawyers are ſaid todoe, 
D a. Ny 


after our Lord; Let not my with, 1ak- +4 43. 


loya and pious ſpirits ( thoſe m7 Pl, 104. 26. 


nane ume,” as the Pha- Lui, 3. zo. 


An &Erpoſition of 


2 2+r1ds Thu BuXNw Th O88, to dil 
appoint or deleat God's counſel ; 
Shru3dga2u, to thruſt away or re- 
pulfe God's word, as the Fews did 
m-the Ati; to refift, provoke, 
or defie God by obſtinate diſobe- 
dience ; as many eden to do 
inthe Scri : bur that cv 
where a Go hearty, an 
full obedience be rendred to his 
commands. 


3- We do alfo pray, that God 
would grant us the grace willing- 
ly. to perkaem, whatever he re- 
gaires of us, ( perfeiting ws, as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaketh, in every 
work ro do bis will, and worting 
in us that which is well-pleafing in 
hw febt ) contentedly to bear 
wharever he kkyeth upon us; that 

UPON us 2 Per- 

feneth Let 

his will ; a cheerfull acquieſcence 
is that ſtate and ſtarion wherein he 
hath placed us; a fubraits pati- 
ENCE 


the otd's Prayer, 


ence in afl adverfities, whereinto 
he diſpoſethus to tall; a conſtarit 
readineſs" with -ſdtisfaithon and: 
thanktolneſs (without reludtaney © 
or repming) to receive whateve) , 
cometh' from his will, whether -- 
| +5 $906 III 
ent ſenſe ; acknowledging | 
wiſedom, his goodnefs, hs Juſtics 
te his (deal! = us; 

il good. &/;, 
It is thy og" let hins % why cham: 4. uh 
feemeth him good ; with Feze- 
kiqh; Geod vs the word —— 

Lord, which thus haf 

ue David ; BebolZ Vere T am, «wary, u6. 
let him do to me, as ſeemeth good 
to him; with Tub ; \Shab whe Fe 16s rats 
carue good at the hawd of God, 
and ' (ball we wot rectibe | evil t 
and, [7Zhe' 'Lard gave; and the Pal, v7. 5 
Lord hath taken away, bleſed bei 
the wame of the Lord: Wed it 
were well, it we could after the: 
Heathen Phyloſopher , upan all #+i8. 8-ct.33. 
occaſions with our: hearts fay, 
D 2 > Tay. 


35 .Am Expoſition of: 
Bhs Ces, of TzLyTy O45 plrov, Tery 
* dis hitv- If God will have it ſo,-ſa let _ 
omnrese i Yo could. obſerve chaks role 
= Ant. precepts ; Wwmcna cven 
ow ans Fhiloſophers fo much inculcate ; 
= el to.comm#irt all our affairs to God, 
43.16, 11.17, t& lpue and' embrace ( hugg ) af 
X. 1» _ 1 events; to fallow, and:to accompa- 
4 far God ; to. yield, deliver, and re- 
tag i fon our ſelves up to him. (Deo 


ſecandum na! »- Fa &#bere, dedere, tradere, &c.) 


raw vive, 1, ne 


== the like. 
pond % Sive us this day our 


com! ar! , ke. 


Demecden. \ 
Mts ba 1 ſhall not: ſtand to criticiſe 
Prov. 5. © ypon the chard word here uſed, 
tranſhted daily ; T onely fay, that 

- of two ſcaſes offering themſelves, 


v4 - Home (ab + 


q ( 


* /4.+7;9.,y/ Doh are probable, and by pic: 

bat. Yon * authority countenanced ; bot 
proper and ſutable to the ata; 
or nature of the thing : according 
to one we pray for the bread T8 


, 


 the'Lopd's P2ayer. 

Enriarres, of the time to come, or 

of rhat furure life, Which it ſhall 

pleaſe God to allow! us; accor am hay, 

ding to' the vther ;” we "requeſt 7 2. = 

- nano #1), which =_ —_ 
our bei t _ > 

< Are of cr flews' joining 3- Cory 

both her tet -is ma 124-1 

fure and fafe) wepray tor a com- 

petent proviſion toward the mair- 

tenance of our life hereafter, du- 

ring our appointed time : that fox 

the ſenſe ; upon the Perition one 

we obſerve : 


I. Tharahtr whines indi 
our due tribute of praiſe, and 3e- 
ſpeft unto God, we are allowed, 
and dire&ted to requeſt of him 
good things for our ſelves; bes 

, as nature nana.» 
with ervarion- of our be- 
ings, and lives; whereby we be- 
cons raged ; of vevelving nactens 
joying other good things; n 


D 3 


2. By 


"In: Expoſitionzof = 


4. By doing, which. we todo 
total Naanke rower yi upott ; 
vowing our: felves..t0. "weTy as 
-- Iys care and bounty ; diſcliming 
| x5 ently all confidence-in a- 

r., means to Maintain or 
rt us ;/ nrany ftore we have 
up, ot eſtate we pretend to; 
un'any contrivance or induſtry 
we can uſe; it any fwccour of 
finds or relations; for that not- 
withſtanding all theſe, we:do need 
our dail a to be dealt to us 

dy:1God :abd- muſt - continually 
bg. 6 gl rom bi ld 


ng, Fenmby che = 
py 5 muy, our uty ( 
ichall rformance 


Its 


as not to nead God's cofhfiant. af- 
——— we ask not, that God 


would 


| 


—_— 
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would give us at onee, what 
ſerve us fot ever; and om mw. 


out of any fear to want hercafter; 
we ask not tor that which may fuf- 


——— 
many months, many days 3 but 
that God would give us to day; or 


rather day by day (70 22 i g Luk, 2t. 3s 


25 it iSexpreſicd in S..Zate) thats; 
that he would continually diſpenſe 
to us, what isneedfull for us :. we 
ſhould not therefore defire to have 
an eſtate ſettled upon us; to live 
by our felves, or on bur own-in- 
comes; to be ſet out of God's houſe, 
or ummediate protection and care; 
this in it ſelf cannot be (for Gad, 
cannot alienate his goods from 
himfel$, nor can we ſubſiſt out of 
his hand) nor muſt we defire it! 
ſhould be ; 'tis a part of Atheiſni, 
of Infidelity, of Heathenith prb- 
fancncſs and folly :to deſire it 


(theſe things, ſaith our Lord, dp Matt» & 19 


the Gentiles ſeek ; that is, they: 
are covetous of-wealth,' and cares, 
D 4 full 


_40 
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Matt. 6. 2<. 
x Pet. 4. 7. 
Hed. 12. %. 
Ptul 4. 6. 


full for proviſions to live withour 
dependence wpon God) but we 
muſt eſteem God's 'providence 
our ſureſt eſtate, God's bounty 
our beſt treafure, God's fatherly 
care our moſt certain, and molt 
comfortable fupport ; c4/tizy al 
oxr care on him, as being red 
that he careth for us; will not 
leave nor forſake us ; will not 
withhold, what is neceſſary for 


our comfortable ſuſtenance. 


4. It is here intimated, how 
lober, and moderate our appetites 
ſhould be, in regard both to the 

ity and quantity of the things 
we ule: we are direfted to ask 
Teoplw, 8 v (as S. Chryſoſtome 
Gy) nee tood, not —_—_ 
P ty, or delicacy : it 1s bread 
(the moſt ſimple, homely , and 
common diet ) / that is, ſuch ac- 
commodations as are neceflary to 
maintain our lives, and” fatisfie 
gur natural deſires ; not ſuperfiat» 


fies, 


ETTIIND 


_—_ _— 


At 


ties, ſerving to pleaſe our wan- 
tgn 2ppeutes, or ty our ciy- 
rious fancies-z/ tis not variety, 
daintineſs, c y, of ſplendour 
we ſhould affect ro enjoy, but be 


content to have our neceſlitics 


ſupphed, - with the courſeſt diet, - 
and 


the meaneſt apparel, if our 
condition requireth it, or God's 
| rovidence in'an honeſt way al- 

h no other to us: we may 
ſoberly and thankfully enjoy what 
God ſends; but we ſhould not 
preſume to ask for, or deſire other 
than this. 

And for the meaſure, we learn 
to ask onely for ſo much as ſhall 
be fit to maintain us; not for 
rich, or plentifull ſtore ; not for 
full barns, or for heaps of trea- 
ſure ; not for wherewith to glur, 
or pamper our ſelves ; bur for 
daily bread, a moderate proviſion 
then to be dealt to us, when we 
need 18. 

ie follows, 


Ind 


— 


An Erpoſition of 


And fo2give us our tref- 


paſſes, as inks, oo 
them that a- 
gainlt us (or treſpaſſes 
*ris or debts ( fre nhucels ) 
in S. Matthew ;' our fins 
( duagiiz,) in S. Luke, 
and they who meſpaſs 
againſt "us are it both 
Ewangelifls called ow 
debtors ; for he that an- 
jures another is obnoxt- 
ous and in debt to im; 
owing, him farisfaction, 
cichcr by. making repa-* 
ration,” or undcrgoing 
puruſhment.) 

After rhe preſervation of our 
beings (the foundation of enjoy- 
ing other good things) our: farſt 
CAarc, 
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_ 


care, we ſee, ought to be concer- 
nd Gate mth chit 
part, ; ; which chi 
conſiſts in the terms, whereon 
we. ſtand, toward God, ' upon 
whoſe favour all our happi 


dependeth, and from whole dif 
pleaſure all our miſery muſt pro- 
ceed : ſince therefore we all do 
ſtand obnoxious to God's wrath 
and juſtice ; having omitred ma- 
ay dutics, which we owe to him, 
having 'commutted manifold offen- 
ces againſt him; it is therefore 
moſt expedient, thar we firſt en- 
deavour to get' him! reconciled to 
us, by the forgiveneſs of our debts 
and offences; concerning which 
remiſton, upon/ what: account it 
1s:necetary, upon what terms it 
5 granted, by: what nieans it is 

| in what manner it is 
diſpenſed by: God, F have other- 
where touched, and it is not” fea- 
ſonable now farther to inſiſt there- 
of: onely it may be pertinent here 
to obſerve, I. That 


44 


An Expoſition 'of = 


ll. 
"—_ 


1. That this being the firſt of 
Petitions ( formally ſuch, and ) 
purely ſpiritual ; we are hereby 
admoniſhed to lay the foundation 
of our devotions in humility ; 
that we are obliged, before we 
preſume to ask any thing of God 
concerning, our chief happineſs, 
and well-being, to reflect upon, 
acknowledge, and confeſs our un- 
worthineſs (not coming to our 
prayers as the Phariſee did, do- 
ting upon our worthy qualities, 
ns ood deeds ; but like the poor 
Publicas, with a ſenſe of our in- 
firmities and muſcarriages ; fo . as 
to be ready to acknowledge our 
ſelves, as indeed we all are, guil- 
ty of many, and ſins) this 
is here implyed ; for in requeſtin 
pardon for our ſins, we conf: 


our ſelves to be ſinners, and to 
need God's mercy, 


2. We 


—_—_———. 


= 
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2. We may hence learn the 
neceſſity, and the excellency of 
that benefit we here When 
the Pſalmiſt applied himſelf. to: 
u_ God for his benefits , this 
necedfull and conf le to him: 
Bleſs the Lord, O my' Soul (faid Pit 9. 2, + 
he) and forget not all. bis beneftts 
(or rather, notany of his benefits). 
who forgiveth all thine iniquities, 
who healeth all thy diſeaſes ; and 
an{werably, it-is the firſt particu- 
lar benefit. we pray for. 


3- We muſt take notice, that 
we are obliged to. go to our de- 
votions with univerſal charity, 
and good-will toward others ; to * Tim. 2-5. 
lift up (as S. Pax injoincth) he/ 
hands without wrath, and doubt. | - 
. ing (or without wrath, and diſſey-, 54) '%v9 
fien) to depoſe all enmity (as our 
Lord: adviſeth) before we bring 
our oblation te the altar of ang $ Matt. $- 23. 
reſer- 


— 


_ "An Expokition-of = 


Mart, 6. 14- 


reſerving no ſpight, or grudge to- 
ward any man; but a heart 
clear of 'all 4ll-will, and. 
revenge ;. being in affedtion of 
mind toward-ibrbers as''we do 
with, - and hope, 'and pray -thar 
God would be: Cm us: fuch 
in 'al reaſon, equiry, and: wnge- 
miity ſhould -ofr diſpoſition: be j 
and fuch God requares it to be ; 
and fuch we dv aſſert, and 'pro- 
miſe it to be ; mplying alſo a com- 
pact with God,-no otherwiſe to 
deſrre, Or EX his favour, and 
mercy toward us, than as-we're- 
ſemble him in kind and merci- 
full 'intentions- coward out hye- 
thren: It 'is implyed' on God's 
part, that he 'vouchſates pardon 
onely upon theſe terms z/'yea 
more, that he doh truly promiſe 
pardon upon. our performing this 
condition ; fo our Saviour, pur- 
pofely refledti on this Petition, 
doth afterward expound it :( for, 
ſaith he, if you forgzve to men 
their 


_ the Lozd'a Prayer. 


their treſpaſſes, your heavenly Fo- 
ther will alſo forgive you ; it; allo 
implics .a conſent on our parts, 

ſubmiſſion ta this condition, 
as moſt equal and reaſonabk ; fo 
that if we break it, it we do re 
tain any uncharitable inclinations, 
we deal,falſely with God ; we 
forfeit all pretence to favour, and 
mercy from him ; we are neither 
qualified tor mercy, ner ſhall ab- 
tain it from God. 


Lead us not into tenip: 
"tation, 


Temptation is. omecrume taken 
in 2 middk, and indifferent ſenſe 
tor any occaſion, by which the 
moral quality of perſons (their 
vertue, or vice) is examined, and 
diſcovered : fo God is faid to have 


tempted Abrabam, when he pro- Ga. 22. « 


pounded to him the offering up 
of his Son; fo he tem the 
| Iſraelites, 


"— _— 


48 
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An Expoſition" of #2 


hb — 


Deut. 8. 2. 
Irs rrgey 


Devut. 13. 3- 


Lk. 22. 8. 
eb. n.1fli.it- 
7 Pal. 4. 1% 
x. 6, 7. 


Iſraelites, by leading them in that 
lon b—_— through the wilder- 
= that he might know what was 
in their heart, whether they would 
trep his commandments, or no: 10 
he likewiſe tempted them by per- 
mitting rs xp do mb 
tull things, that he might know, 
whether they did love the Lord 
with all their heart, and with all 
their ſoul : And becauſe affliction 
is of ſuch a nature, as to try the 
temper, diſpoſition, and intenti- 
ons of men, therefore temptation 
often is uſed for affliction. It ſee- 
meth alſo ſometimes pur ina 
ſenſe, for an occaſion deſigned to 
exerciſe, or to unprove, or to de- 
clare the vertues of a perſon ; fo 
the inconveniencies, and croflcs 
incident to our nature, and con- 
dition here, the which our Lord 
did u o, are by S. Lake, and 
others of the Apoſtles ſtyled remp- 
tations; fo the fiery trial in 5. Pe- 
ter was «is Texpamuy, to —_— 
a 
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and refine them, that ( faith he) 
the trial of their faith might be 
to praiſe, and honour, and glory ; 
ſo S. James biddeth Chriſtians to jan. r. 
rejoice, when they fall into drvers 
temptations ; that 1s when they 

meet with opportunities of exer- 

ciling their taith, and patience z 

and ſo-we may underſtand that 

place in” Deuteronomy : Who ('tis Put 5 16. 
laid) ted thee with Manna, that 

he might humble, and prove thee 

(or tempt thee, Iva canmeiggoy on, 

fay the LXX.) to do thee good at 

the latter:end; that he might tempt 
thee, that is, that he might n—_ 
| thee approved ; might exerciſe; 

| and improve thy dependence on 

| God, thy patience, thy obedience. 

| But the word is commonly taken 

in a worſe ſenſe, tor an occaſion 

| preſented with ill purpoſe, or ns- 

| turally tending and not eaſily 
avoided, of falling into fin; a 
ſturfibling block, a ſnare 3 as 

: when S. Pax} faith; that they who * Tim & 5. 
| E will 
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will be rich, do fall os meggouts 
xa? may, into temptation, and 
a ſnare ; thus S. James affureth 
us, that God rempteth no man ; 
that is, doth not intend to ſeduce, 

or inveagle any man into ſin. Yet 
becauſe nothing in the world, ei- 

ther good or bad, doth happen 
the God's permiſſion , and 
governance; and the Devil him- 

ſelf muſt obtain licence from God, 
before he can tempt any man, or 
 doany miſchief (as we ſee in Fob's 
caſe, and in the hiſtory of Abad) 
ſmce God feeth whatever is done, 
and with greateſt caſe could hin- 

der it ; and doth not otherwiſe 
than for ſome good end ſuffer an 

evil to be deſigned, or nckieved, 
it 1s the ſtyle of Scripture to at- 

tribute ſuch things in ſome ſenſe 
to him; as when God is faid to 


% fend Foſe into Egypt to pong 


life ; w as in truth his 

thren out of envy, and ill-will did 
fell him thither ; and, God is faid 
to 
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to move David to number the « 3am. 14. 1. 
people ; When as indeed Satay (as x Chron. 21+ Is 


it 4s otherwhere afhirmed) prove: 
hed him to namber them ; and 


that horrid Tragedy acted by the 424.3 +28. 


Jews upon our Bleſſed Saviour is 
ſaid to be t to by the 
hand aud Ee mi God; 
becauſe God foreſceing the tem 
tations, which thoſe men 

iacurr of committing ſuch afts; 
and their inclinations to perform 
them, did reſolve not to anter« 
poſe his power in hindrance of 
them, but ſuffering them to 
ceed, would turn their mifchie- 
vous practices to an excellently 
good end, and uſe them as inſtru- 
ments of his juſt, holy, and gr& 
cious purpoſes: Thus then whete- 
as by temptation here is meatit 
any occaſion. alluring, or prove» 
king to ſin, or withdrawing from 
duty, with a violence, all thi 
conſidered, exceeding our 

to rehiſt or avoid ; (or however 
E 2 ſuch 
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fuch an one, that is apt to over- 
throw us) God may be ſaid to 
bring them into it, whom in ju- 
ſtice he permits to be expoſed 
thereto ; alrhough he dono other- 
wiſe intermeddle, or concur there- 
in,'than by not affording, or by 
withdrawing, his eſpecial direct1. 
on; and aſlittance ; leaving them 
Without check blindly or wiltully 
to follow-the ſway of their own 
rempers, the inſtin& of their vain 
minds, the bent of their corrupt 
wills ; the violence of their unrut 
ly paſſions, and appetites ; letrin 
to fall into the manito] 

ſnares of falſe opinion, evil cu- 
ſtom, and contagious example, 
which the World ſets before them ; 
(the World, which by its fair pro- 
miſes, and pleaſing flatteries enti- 
ceth to fin, or by its angry trowns, 
& fierce threats diſcourageth from 
goodneſs ) permitting the Devil, 
without controll or impediment, 


by his wiles to delude and ſeduce 
them : 
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them; which kind of proceeding; 
of God with men is clearly :r& 
preſented in the 81 Pſalm; where; 
of the 1ſraelites God ſays, that 
having ſignally deckred his plea- 
ſure to them, and by promiſe of 
great benefits invited them to ob- 
ſerve it ; upon their wiltull acg- 
let, he dealt thus with them : 


But (lays God there) my people Pllr. 1 13, 


would not hearken to my woice, 
and Iſrael would none of me ; So 

ave them up unto their own hearts 
Jelts; and they walked in their 
own counſels. In ſuch-manner, 'if 
God, provoked thereto by , our 
heinous miſcarriages, doth juſtly 
bring us iato, or doth let us ex- 
ter into temptation (as our Lord 


otherwhere expreſieth it , ' Pray, Luka2. 40.46- 


ſaith he, that ye enter not into 
temptation) we (hall infallibly run 
into many grievous fins, |andrde- 
ſperate miſchiets ; no-lels ſurely; 
than we ſhall wander, and ſtum- 
ble in the dark, than we ſhall ſlide; 
E 3 and 
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Jer. 10» 23- 


Pia) 37-23924- 


and fall in the moſt ſlippery pla- 
ces; and ſometimes be entangled, 
when we do walk in the midit 
of ſnares, ſurronnded with traps 
innumerable, moſt cunningly laid 
to catch us: 7t «x net (faith the 
Prophet) in - to dirett hu ſteps; 
ſo as to reight, and upright 
tis mic is him to ſee his , 
ro bend his inclinations to com- 
phance therewith ; to reſtrain his 
2ppetites, when fenfible objetts 
forcibly preſs on them ; to govern 
his paſhons, when they are vehe- 
mently ſturd to diſorderly moti- 


. on: wedocontinually need God's 


mſtruction-to guide us, God's 
hand to uphold «us, God's care, 
and help to guard us: when there- 
fore, I fay, our condition and 
crrcurnſtances' do minifter dange- 
rous occahhons of fin ; when our 
vain and weak tempers do incline, 
or berray us thereto ; when the 
world would fmile, or frown us 
into it ; whery the Devil violently 
ſolicits, 
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ſolicits, or thruſts on toward ir; 
thus to be deſtitute of God's grace, 
thus to be left to our ſelves, is the 
moſt horrible judgment, that can 
be. In ſuch caſes and ſeaſons God's 
interpoſal is neceſſary cither to 
remove thoſe temptations, or to 
ſupport, and detend us from the 
lence of them, guvAzoomy a= 
hrs, keeping us from ſtumbling 19% *% 
and falling (as S. Jude ſpeaks) wot 
ſuffering us (as S. Paul expreſſeth * cor- 19. $3 
it) to be tempted above what we 
are able, but making with the 
temptation alſo a way to eſcape, ſo 
that we ſhall be able to ſuſtain it. 
That God would pleaſe to do 
this for us, we. do here pray ; 
and in purſuance of this Petition 
we ſubjoin that, which in part 
may paſs for an illuſtration there- 
of; ( implying an antitheſis fer- 
ving to that le : for delive- 
ring from evil importeth the ſame 
with fveSa c THe mus, being 
reſcued from temptation, in 5. Pe- 
E 4 fer; 


TD — 
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2 Pet. 2, 9+ 


ter ; The Lord, faith he, bnnnerh 
how to reſcue the god! ly out of temp- 


tation, and THY Cat TH; weRx5 


Apoc. 3-10 -H1@Rco ues, 70 preſerve from the 


time of temptation, in the Reve. 
lation ; which are oppoſed to 
bringing into temptation) partly 
it may be ſuppoſed an umprove- 
ment thereof ; delzvering from e- 
vil ſignifying perhaps ſomewhat 
more, than not permitting us to 
incur occaſions fr rongly inviting 
us to evil ; even the etfectual kee- 
ping us from being oyerborn, or 
complying with it ; but Jet us 
conlider that Petition it ſelf, 


But deliver us from e- 
pil. 


From evil, mn + FIGS ; 
S. Chryſoſtome takes it for the 
Devil; who is the 6 zyme, the 
Evil cne, the tempter ; who ſe- 
duceth us to evil: but we ſhall 
take 


take it, according to. the more 
common . acception : from evil, 
that is, principally from fin, or 
evil moral and ſpiritual ; the one- 
ly evil, ſimply and in its own na- 
ture ſuch; and the root of all 
other evil ; from that, and conſe- 
quently from all - miſchict (evil 
natural, and temporal ; or evil 
penal, and afflictive) which may 
grow upon, or ſprout from thence. 
As for ſuch evils as theſe, the 
want of things neceſlary, or con- 
venient for us, bodily ditcaſe, and 
pain, diſappointment in our de, 
!1gns and all ſucceſs in our under- 
takings, diſgrace and reproach 
upon . our good names, dangers, 
difficulties and dijtreſſes concer- 
ning our outward eſtate, diſtrac- 
tions, vexations, and troubles of 
mind about temporal matters, 
with the like evils, (in ſome ſenſe, 
in ſone degree evils, or appearing 
ſuch to our natural ſenſe and fan- 
cy) wemay indeed deprecate them 
(as 
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(as even our Lord himſelf did) 
with fubmiſfſion (as he did) to the 
wiſedom and will of God, in caſe 
it pleaſeth him, and he thinketh 
fit ro remove them; but all theſe 
things, being but names and emp- 
ty ſounds in compariſon to ſpiri- 
tual and eternal evils (ſuch as are 
vicious diſtempers of mind, indif- 
poſitions to ſerve God, ill progreſs 
in our ſpiritual affairs, diſſatisfac- 
tion concerning our ſtate in re- 
ſpect to God ; actual tranſgreſſion 
of God's holy will and law ; in- 
eurring, God's diſpleaſure and dif. 
favour ; being deprived of his 
grace and aſſiſtence ; wanting the 
communion and comfort ot his 
Hsoly ſpirit ; remorſe of conſci- 
ence, and anguiſh of ſpirit for ha- 
ving violated or negletted our du- 
ty ; blindneſs of mind, hardneſs 
of heart ; want of love, reverence, 
devotion toward God, of charity 
and good-will toward our neigh- 
bour ; of ſobriety, humility, re- 
| gularity 


— 


— 
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gularity of paſſion, and calmneſs 
of remper in reſpett to our ſelves 
and the inward frame of our fouls ; 
theſe, I fay, and fuch like evils) 
we ſhould abſolutely requeſt of 
God, that he in mercy would 
deliver and free us from them ; 
they being irreconcikeably repug- 
nant to his will and glory; and 
inconſiſtent with our erernal wel- 
fare. Yet even theſe, and all o- 
ther things we do requeſt onely 
n general terms, leaving the dti- 
ſtint matter, and manner and 
meaſure, according to which they 
ſhould be difpenſed, to the wile- 
dom, and goodneſs of God; who 


doth (as our Lord telleth us) wow Marr. 6. 8. 


what things we need before we az 


him ; and 1s not onely able (as feb. 3. 26 


S. Paul fays, but willing alſo) to 

do for us ſuperabundantly above 

what we can as, or think. We 

are hereby (it ſeems) raught this 

point of good manners in our de- 

votion, not to be rediouſly ma 
t 
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tual and particular in our prayers, 
as if God needed our informati- 
on, or were apt to neglect the 
particulars concerning our good. 


We ſhut up all with a Doxolo- 

y, moſt ſutable to the nature of 

| a ſignifying our due faith, 

our affettion, and our reverence 
toward God : 


Fo? thine is the king- 


dom, the power, and 
the glozp, fo2 ever, 
and ever, Amen, 


That is, For thou haſt a per- 

| and unmoveable authority 
whereby juſtly to diſpoſe of all 
things 3 thou haſt an indefeCtible, 
and irreſiſtible power, whereby 
thou canſt effke& whatever ſeems 
juſt and good to thee ; wherefore 
we profeſs oncly to rely upon, 

an 
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and ſeek help from thee ; with 
hope and confidence we addreſs 
our ſelves to thee for the ſupply 
of our needs ; thine is the glory ; 
all honour and reverence, all love 
- | and thankfulneſls are due unto 
f | thee, therefore we render our 
, | adorations and acknowledgments 
e | to thee. Even fo to thee, God 
the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghoſt be tor ever 
aſcribed all glory and praiſe. 
Amen, : 
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Lthough this Sf eme of Pre- 

cepts may = to have 
been in its deſign rather political, 
than moral; to regard publick, 
and external, rather than private, 
and interiour aCtion ; that great 
branch of morality , which re- 
ſpetteth our ſelves in our private 
retirements, or in our particular 
converſation, Sobriety of mind 
= — _ ſcarce tou- 
c erein, at not 
and plainly expreſſed ; kr 
devotion toward God (in any of 
its 


Erpoltion of 


its kinds, of praiſe, thankſgiving, 
confeſſion of ſin, prayer and in- 
terceſſion) that great part of na- 
tural Religion, being not expli- 
citly, ' and poſitively 1hjoirted : 
Although alſo (as by the 1ntro- 
duction thereto, and ſome paſla- 
ges therein, eſpecially as it 1s de- 
livercd in Dexteronomy, may ap- 
pear) it ſeemeth perticulardy to 


O3#S 29% CONCETN the Jewiſh Nation ; a 


People called, and choſen by God 


3a -1;, Out of all Nations, to be gover- 


ned in a more ſpecial, and im- 
mediate manner by God himſelf, 
obliged to him by peculiar bene- 
fits and favours, deſigned by lim 
to a ſeparate manner of hving ; 
being alſo perhaps in temper and 


an 


I as well as in condition 
cifcumſtances of life diflerenr 


trom ocher | 'cople; whence Laws 
convement, (or in a manner ne- 
ceſlary) tor them, might not fo 


well ſute po 


all others; upon which 


accompts as other of their Laws, 


fo 


- — 
_—_— 


 *the'Decaloque. 


_ by 


ſo perchance ſome paſſages in this 
notable part of them may nor un- 
reaſonably be deemed peculiarty 
to conectf them ;' Although how- 
ever this Syfeme doth more” di. 
reMy andimmediately oblige rhat 
People; all being formally, and irh 
ſtyle of Law direted'onely''16 
them , promulged in their cars, 

efſed in their language, "inſer- 
ted into the body-ot their 'Laws 
as a principal member of them'; 
it being/alf6 expreſly exiled a /Co- 


venant with that People (Ze {> Dew. 4. 13- 
clared unto you, ſays the text, his Exod. $4.1,o8. 


covenant, which he tomimatnded Ju 
to perforis , even tex "tominianels 
ments ) and:accordingly © wis' 're/ 
poſed iti'the Ark, henee ir fedqay 
named ' the Ark ''of: "the" 'Coveo 
vant, the which, whertall Nati 
ons ſhould be converted to God, 
and admitted inco' the (Church, 


was (as the het fore? Jer. 3. 16, x5; 
wy Ap Ng 


rod) to þ&'urter 
laid afide.” (#u thoſe 4dayifaith God 
F in 
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— 


in him, they Pad ſoy no were the 
Ark of. the Cruenant of the Lord; 
weither ſhall it come to mind, net- 
ther ſhall they remember it, nei- 
ther fbal : thty viſit it ; neither 
ſhell that he done any more.) 


ſome - paſlages 
to their pri- 


blgns 1 
- Yet notwithſtanding | theſe ex- 


” watt The.manner of its delivery ; 


urges rune how 1 
it was ; OW FE was 
own mouth ; and written with his 


the Detalogue. 


our neighbour (whence thoke cl0- 


gies conterr'd or: it, it — Neb. g. 13- 


T hoa _ alfo down upon 
Sinai, and __ them rai aces 


ments, an _— laws, g ſlatutes 


= ud commandment and-by! Saiat 


- :Zlw- deb & hot 3 the comp Rom. 7.1% 


_ aud good ; 
(tor thar 7 er doth I 


ppl choc res top 


he takes his mſtange,, Tha halt Rom, 7.7 


not covet) # we ao confaier, 


3- The end and defign of theks 
Precepts, which was to ground 
thent un true notions of Rehgion, 
and to difpofe- them: tothe prac: 
nce of righteouſneſs 5 2) rendey 
them loyaland acce fubjedhs 
to God;'to Gad's } 


and ther” own good; whi bes Det, 16.1 | 


ing A EEE 


"= Varrobory fteme 4 
ora; redfur tn 
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the heart and quinteſſence of all 
their other Laws ; the which 
ſeem added as ſuperſtruttures on 
it, or fences thereot : 


4 If wealſo conſider, that our 

Saviour : did not derogate from 

this Law, .but declared his inten- 

on onely to expound: it, or to 

and extend it (they are 

the words of 7ertwlian and Ire- 

new) and how the Apoſtles do 

ſomerimes allege ſome paſlages in 

-7- It, as retaining ſome authority, 
4% and force to oblige. 


ſeeming peculiar to that People) 
which may: not in a larger,” or in 


2 myſterious and ſpiritual mea 
rung ;. which at leaſt may 
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ging us, if not by dirett authori. 
ry in punctual IE 
ry ſame thing, yet, as a _ 
Caf Gods pink appro- 
bation, to ſomewhat anſwerabls 
and like thereto ; 


; or may'at 
leaſt be conveniently reduced to 
them ; our Saviour himſelt ha- 
ving gone, before, directing us jn 
the matter and manner ot doing 


it ; 
Conſidering, I ſay, theſe things, 
we have no fmall reafon to yield 
great yeneration to. this ancient 
Syteme of 'Precepts ; and to ac- 
knowledge the great uſe thereof 
ih order tothe guidance - of our 
life, and/praftice : we according; 
ly ſhall ſo deſcant thereon, as by 
conſidering the main drift, intrin- 
F 3 ſick 


— 


ſick ' reaſon, and ſpiritual intene 
tian of each particular, to reduce 
the chinf: Precepts of Chriſtian 
Rodtrine, 'whach oblige us, theres 
to. 


Premiſing thus much: I addreſs 
my diſcour to the particulars ; 
omitring all controverted nicetics 
concerning the divition thereof ; 
and all circumſtancal ncal queſtions 


Gal apponr fubflatal; ag us 


full. 


ſpake all . theſe 
wo2ds, ſaying : 


This is a title, or fuperſcripti- 
en like:the Par de te Ro the 
King) th Por He, (the 
tion declaring from whom, and 


m what manner, that which tol- 
lows doch come ; and therefore 


phy 10g what & is, and how it 
| be receved. | 
God 


le authoriry 5 which is 
promulped in 'z way moſt evi 
dent, and moſt dirett : —_— 
0 


nafication of God's purpo 
is uſually called God's 
Ward; for God (as the Apoſtle ** 1.1, 
ſays) in divers tinds; and nidn- 
mers did ſpeak unto the Fathers | 
and to every ſuch Word our car 
thoukd 'be' atteative ;* 'our heart 
ſhould be ſubmiſſive ; our hand 
ſhould” be obedient';, but efpect- 
ally they ſhould be fo, when God 
mind and will; as he did nocor” 
in rhiscaſe, by'a VOICE, 
_ F 4 Sdiſtin: 
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diſtinftly audible and intelligible, 
miraculouſly tdrmed/by himfelt : 

Behold, ſay: the le,the Lord 
aur\ God bath fhewed us his glory, 
and bis greatneſs, and we have 
heard bis| woice out of | the midſt 
of t he fire ;\ me; hgve ſeen this day, 
that God doth talk with man, and 
be droeth : and [it whatever is in 
God's natne:; (by meſlage of An- 

gels, by inſpuration of men, or by 
any other ways) revealed-muſt be 
entertained with all fubmuſs re- 


{pe&t, what refjard is due to that 
Word, which God is pleaſed, not 
by his Miniſters and inſtruments, 
boy himſelt in perſon, as it. were, 
to pronounce ? 


Theſe words : . that is | theſe 
ſpeeches, or ſentences; (for ſola 
Word mn Scripture ſtyle Ggnifieth) 
or theſe things, and matters (for 
the Hebrew word debarim, as the 
Greet \fhuala ,- fignifieth both 
wu and 4. they are c- 


vera] 


_ the Decalogue. 


veral tumes in the Pertatewch cal- 
led the tem words, or ten things ; —_ 4 
whence the Syteme of them is 10... 
named the' Decalogse. 
All theſe words : all, without 

diſtindtion or exception, did pro- 
ceed from the fame authority, 
and-in the ſame manner ; and all jam 19.1% 
therefore do require the like re- 

ard, and obſervance to be yiel- 
to them : | 


Þ am the LZo2d; or, I am 
Jehovah, thy God, which 
on 77 thee out ' of the 


land of Epypt : 


Theſe words are by ſome taken 
for a /Precept ; injoining the ac- 
knowledgment, and acceptance 
of God, anſwerable to what is 
here umplyed ; -and conſequently 
all the cine dutics of Religion, 
deducible hence. ; but we ___ 
Y 
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ſtyle is declarative, and —_— 5 
nor direttly CT 

it may - pas *rather- as a Prefdce 
farther enforcing obligation to 
obedience ; whereinare expreſicd, 
or intimated the chict reafons, 
upon which it is grounded ; eve- 
ry word containing in it ſome- 
what of remarkable emphaſis - 

F am Jehovah; or that ve 
ſame God, who under this ap 
lation diſcovered my felt to thy 
forefathers; who enacted q ſpecial 
Covenant with them ; ' who re- 
cewed hamage, worſhip, and en- 
gagements to ſervice from them ; 
who promiſed eſpecial proteftion 
and favour to them, and to their 
ſeed ; that Jehovah, who indeed 
am, what this name | h, 
the onely -true' and God ; 
crernal , independent, and inde- 
tectible in ' ctience ; truc and in- 
tullble in word; : conſtant and 


unmutable in ; firmand 
tairhtull in rmance of what- 


Ever 
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ever I promiſe, or threaten : that 
ſame Jebovah I am ; to whoſe 
words therefore , upon all ac- 
compts of reaſon, of duty, of in- 
tereſt thou particularly doſt owe 
moſt ſubmiſſive attention, and 0- 
bedience. 
Fhy God : that ſupereminent 
hy, and power, ro whom thou 
arly doſt owe 'worthip-and 
zonour, love and affettion,, :du- 
ty, and ſervice: who although he 
be indeed the Lord of all the 
World, yet beareth a ſpecial rela- 
tion unto thee ; as having choſen, 
and avouched thee to be a ſpecial 
People to himſelf, above all the 
People, that are upon the face of 
the earth ; having promiſed thee 
to make thee bigh above aff Na- 
tions, which he hath made, in 
praiſe, and in name, and in honour ; 
having by many ſignal demon- 
ſtrations of tavour and mercy con: 
firmed to thee the pertormance of 
his covenant, and promile ; ow 
alſo 


i 
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——_p_—_ alſo reciprocally having avowed 


me to be thy God, to walk in my 
ways, t0 keep my ſtatutes, my com- 
mandments, my judgments, and to 
hearken to my voice. 


Who bzought thee out 
of the land of Egypt ; 


out of the houſe of. 


bondage 3 


This is a particular, and moſt 
remarkable inſtance, by whuch it 
appeareth what God it is, that 
doth thus impoſe law upon them ; 
and how they are obliged. to en+ 
tertain it : that God it is, who 
in purſuance of his Gngular. fa- 
vour toward thee, and ot. his Co- 
venant made with thee, hath par. 
ticularly obliged thee by fo emi- 
nent a benefit, in a manner {© 
full of wonder ur it felt, fo full 
of grace toward thee, —y 

is, t 
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thee from ſaddeſt oppreſſion and 
ſavery, bringing thee into a de- 
ſirable ſtate of preſent liberty, 
and of ſure tendency (nor other- 
wiſe than by thy Kult to be fru- 
ſtrated) roward enjoyment of reſt, 
of plenty, of all joy and comfort 
in _ promiſed Land ; declaring 
as his glorious and divine 
— of wiſedom, and 
er, \{o Ins exceeding nnd wal to- 
ward thee, his faithtull care over 
_ thee, his readineſs and ſufficiency 
*in all thy needs and exigencies 
—_— preſerve, and deliver 
| 
I then being ſach, Jehovah, 
the onely.true God ; thy God, by 
particular engagement, and en- 
dearment; thy gracious and boun- 
tifull benefaiour not 'in will one- 
ly, but in deed; do thus ——_ 
my wilt unto thee; Jonbr 


— pred copper yr rr fees; 


grenade roqure thy regis 


— 
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Beb., 13. T. 


Hick, $.E. 7.22. 


and obſervance of what follows: 

Now what God in 2 direct, 
and literal fenſe thus ſpeaketh to 
the Jewthh People, may accor- 
ding to likeneſs of caſe, and pa- 
rity of reaſon (efpecially in a my- 
ſtical and fpiritual way) -upon 
more conſiderable, and effettual 
accompts be apphed- unto us: 
The Lord Fehovab is fuch no lefs 
to us than to them; He is 'the 


ſame yeſterday, . to day, and for 


ever; to him; as to the onely, 
true, eternal, and Almighty God; 
the eftentiat Authour, Lord, and 


Governour of all things, our high: 


eſt reſpect, and obtervance are 
duc ; He alto; wn a ſtnaer rods 
tion, foundedon ligher grounds, 
isazr God, having choſen'us;1and 
confecrated .us more cſpecially: tor 
lIkmiſclt ; having received rus. inro 
2. cloſer, cont: y (a new and 
better covenimt, as the Apoſtle 
calls 'ir, eftablifbrd wpon better 
promiſes ) having obbged' us 'by 
granting 


LES: i. 6. Bi acc am - 
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granting nobler privileges , and 
| more excellcat benefits 
to us: who likewiſe hath brought 
us up _—— Egypt, and 
ſtate of infinitely more wretched 
bondage ; hath reſcued us from 
the tyrannical dominion of Satay 
(a far more intolerably cruel and 
tard Maſter, than any Pharaoh) 
hath freed us from ſerving ſin in 
our fouls and bogies, a far harder 
ſervice, than making bricks, or 
tm boy ae who hath 
co us in-the way, and 
conferrd- on us an aſfured hape 


(if we- be not wanting to our 


ſelves, and our duty ) of entring 
into the heavenly Cavaar, 2 place 
of reft, and unconceivable 

ids: who- (as S. Paw expreſieth 


it.) hath delivered ws from the Cole. r. 13, 


pomer of darkneſs, and tranſlated 
us ingo the kingdem of his moſt be- 
loved Son © who: therefore here, 
rs or ys intent, may 
be ltoog. to-ſpeak.in a higher 


ſtrain 


. 
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Deut. 38. 39+ 


Mark 12. 3% 


— ——— 


ſtrain - to us; juſtly wIAYD 


more punttual and ' accurate 
dience to his commandments. 
But ſo much tor that part, which 
ſeems introduQtory. 


Thou ſhalt have no o- 
ther God's befoze me, 


'Tis in the Hebrew ; there 
ſhall be to thee no other Gods 
(or no ſtrange Gods ;' for ali# 
ſome render- it", ſome alieni ) 

» Oy ( al-panat ) to my face, or 
ar my face; that is in compar1- 
fon, or competition with'me7 fo 
as to be confronted” to me ; or 
together and in conſort with me : 
I am He (fanth God otherwhere) 
and there | is no 'God ny ( im- 
madhi) with me:or beſide me ; 
TN i, the XY render" it ; 
and ſo the phraſe commonly'im- 
porn rteth ; as in that ſaying'oF the 
be, anſwering'to this ?' There 


1 0? 


— 
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is one God, 1a} tx tow ao; Nw 
aurs, and there w no other God 
befide him : but we need not cri- 
ticize on the words, the ſenſe 
being plain ; as containing a pro- 
hibition of aſſuming any other 
into partnerſhip with the one true 
God; acknowledging m mind, or 
in outward expreſſion any other 
for God. The Precept, as moſt 
of the reſt, -is in form negative, 
and prohibitive, but ſuppoſeth 
and implyeth ſomewhat affirma- 
tive _ poſitive ; «s the reſt alſo 
may be conceived to do. It un- 
plies this affirmative Precept, 
thou ſhalt have me tor thy God: 
Now to have for our God, figni- 


fies as to internal diſpoſition of 


mind a moſt bigh eſteem, honour, 
dread, and love of that. Being, as 
endued with attributes, -and per- 
fections {uperlatively excellent ; 
the admiring all his works, ap- 
proving all hus ations, acquieſcing 
in all his proceedings and dealin 
G 


wit 
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with us; the r our ho 
and truſt m Hig wp able and 
willing to help us, and do us 
pood ; 11 outward expreſſion to 
acknowledge, praiſe, and bleſs 
him as ſuch; to yield all firting 
demoriſtrations of reſpe& to his 
name, and to whatever 1s ſpectal- 
related to him ; patiently to 
ubmit to bis will, and readily to 
obey his commandments : theſe 
principally '2nd the like ats of 
internal devotion, and external 
piety are comprized in the words, 
ving him for our God ; and we 
are to underſtand them here in- 
Joined to us ; the ſame, which is 


. wi Scriptate called the fearing, 


the ſervieg, the worſhipping, the 
ioving God with all our heart, and 
all owr for,” and all our mind, and 
all our might. 

This is irphed ; and f is ex 
preſly -protubited us to yield to 
any other, beſide him, the like 
eſteem, acknowledgment, or ſer- 


VICE ? 


Ah 


i... — 
* 
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vice : Thar there is arr rruch bue 
one fucks Being, to-whom emi- 
nently thoſt acts are-due;, nature; 
ancient tradition, general eonferit, 
and efpecially diving Revelation 
do aiſure us; whereopon' is cor- 
ſequent, char yickiing them (yiok: 
ding, I fay; thofe opinions, «ſti 
mations,, ''and / affections of our 
mand, or thoſe acknowledgments 
and cxpreflions in' word, or thoſs 
performances in deed 'or work; 
which we before ſpeciged)'to-any 
other Being whatever, whether 
really -exiftent ur the world ,: of 
meeriy ' formed by our imaging; 
tion, is highly unreaſonable, un 
m_—P us, and: unjuſt coward 


I. It is highly unreaſonable, 
as falle and groundleſs. in it felf; 
as vain and unprofitable ro - us ; 
as productive of many bad effedts. 
It is from errour in a. matter of 
the higheſt nature, and maineſt 

G 2 conſe- 


is - - 
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Rom. I 27, 


Jer, *. 13- 


Jer, 8. 19. %c. 
AQ.14.15. &c. 


conſequence; and ſor beyond any 
other miſtake hurtfull to us, as 
reaſonable and intelligent crea- 
tures; the rm ath > dancing 
Ts. 048 07. mf Wau; the tranſe 
wuting the truth of God into a lye, 
S. Fawl.calls it ; reckoning it for 
a (grievous folly, and crime. It 
5a vanity of all moſt kmentable; 
@- purſuance: of ſhadows, an em- 
bracing of clouds; a building in 
aur, or meer ——_ a leaning 
_ that, which bath no ſub- 

,. or. no ſtrength to' ſupport 
us; a ing and dot: oor 
meer nothing ; whence thoſe 
Deities well in-Scripture are ter- 
med weclain, vanities, for that as 
they have no truth, or ſubſtance, 
or efficacy conſiderable in them, 
ſo all our thoughts, affeftions, ex- 
pectations, and labours are idly 
miſemployed , and unprofitably 
miſpent upon them. 


2. It 
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2. It isalfoa thing moſt tinbeſce: 
ming us men; (whom 'Ged hath 
placed in {6 high's rank'of worth 
and dignity, ambng{his creatures; 
who are*1n our origin? fo near 
of kin, 16 like m nattre, fo dear 
in relation, and regard arito God 
himſelf) to #dmire, dnd worſhip, 
to place our 'choice aff{e&tjorts up- 
on, to' afard lowly fubmiſfions 
unto, to reſt our hope and confi. 
dence in 'atty other, 'but him; 
who alone truly fo far excels us, 


and can worthily challenge ſuch 
— qr bow es all' fattery is 
baſe and uerworthy ;*but' this of 
all is the worſt and moſt unbe. 
commyg, 


3. To'do fo," is alſ6 moſt an- 
juſt and injurious to God ; to 
whom-.as to the Authour of our 
being, and of all our good recet- 
ved ſince, we do ow all that our 
mind can yield .of reverence, all 

G 3 that 
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that our heart can hold of affec- 

tion, all that. our” tongue” can ut- 

ter of proiſe, all, that ppr utmoſt 

ſince ,the extubitzag to any 

other thang part af he malt 

needs not onicly . by that commu. 
nucationgebaſe, and derogatetrom 

their worth, but alſo, withdraw 

in great meature from tum, 

ſo dimnſhing and embeailling 

+; his due ( tor” we cannat, as. our 
3s + 4»» Saviour, tcacheth ws, , together 
bw, £8 adhere. unto, or ſetyg divers Ma- 
25.7 /ox. ers) theretore having any, other 
— —- God, yr the true que, is. bigh 
indignity, ;and 4a heanous, injury 

tor hum). | | 

This command theretors is 

moſt reaſonable upon many ac- 


young s whuch as it hath beca in 
groſle(l 


leſt manner violated by. thoſe; 
who have not acknow » Or 
worlhipped any God at all, and 
by thoſe who have acknowledged 
and adored many Gods Of all 
Atheiſts, 


the Decalogus, $7 


Atheiſts. and Polytbeiſts ) from 144 5 Zhibong 
which tranſgreſſions thereof we: dire apin- 
Chriſtians may ſcem totally ex- oo 
empt, who in formal proteſſion. 7=" 3 
practice have but one God.5* 4» 

(the Maker and Lord of all things, cies. ates. © 
infinitely perfect , and glorious) ,. 754.” 
yet there are many ſubtle, and |; == 
perchance no lels miſchievous 57. 1 | 
tranſgreſlions thereof, of which. Þ. 24: 
even we may be very. guilty, and 
to which we are very obnoxious; 
If we do not with all our hearts 
reverence, and ou the moe wiſe 
and powertull, the molt juſt agd 
holy, the moſt good and gracious 
God; it we do not truſt agd hope 
in him as the fountain of all our 
good; tf we do not diligently 
worſhip and praiſe him ;_ if we 
do not humbly ſubmit to hus will, 
and obey his Laws, we break the 

itive intent of this Law, not 

ving him for our God ; being 
I like thoſe, of whom S. Pau? 
ſpeaketh, wha profeſs ts know God! Tit- 1. 16. 

G 4 (that 
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(that is; who in words and out- 
ward -pretence acknowledge him) 
but in works deny him, being abo- 
minable, and diſobedient, and to 
every good work reprobate. Like- 
wiſe it we frame 1n our fancy an 
14ea untrue, diſagreeablo unto, or 
unworthy of that one moſt ex- 
cellent Being, and to ſuch a phan- 
taſm of our own creation do yield 
our higheſt reſpe&ts, and belt at- 
teftions, we break this Law, and 
have another God to our ſelves. 
If upon any creature (whether 
our ſelves; -or - other thing ) 
we impart our chict eſteem, or 
affection ; or employ our moſt 
carneft care and endeavour ; or 
chiefly rely upon it, or moſt de- 
light in it, that thing we make a 
God unto us, and are guilty of 
breaking this Law ; hence Saint 
Paul more than once calls the co- 
wverons (or wrongfull Y perſon as 
[4olater'; and our Lord calls the 

1moderate-purſuit of riches, the 


ſerying 


— 
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ſerving (or worſhipping) of Mam. 
mon ; and Saint Pax/ {peaketh of » Tim. 3. 4- 
ſome perſons, who were pui3tre 
ua, i palin, lovers of plac» 
ſures, rather than lovers of God ; 
of whom otherwhere he ſays, that pri. z. 19. 
their God was their belly : we 
meet with thoſe mn the Scripture, 
who put their truſts in their hbor- val. 20. 3, 
ſes, and their chariots ; with thoſe, 
who ſacrifice to their met, and tub. 1.16. 
burn incenſe to their drag ; with 
them who traſt in man, and make '* 7 % 
fleſp their arm (men of Mezentius Viw! 
his faith ; ready to ſay with him, ** 
Dextra mihi Dew eff, & telum 
quod miſſile libro) with thoſe, 
whoſe heart is lifted up (as the 
Prince of 7yre un £zetiel) and fri. 8.. 
who ſay they are; Gods ; theſe, if. 10. 13 
and whoever practiſe in like man- 
ner, are ſo many tranſgreſſours 
ot this Covenant : In ſhort, who- 
ever chiefly regards and affects, 
ſeeks and purſues, confides and 
delights in wealth, or honour, or 

| pleaſure ; 


An Erpolition of 


ure; wit, wiſedom, ſtrengrh, 
——_ hunſelf, friends, or 
any other creature, he hath ano- 
ther God, againſt the delign, and 
meaning of this Haly Law. 


Thou ſhalt not make 
unto thee any graven 
image, &c. 


The f:/# Commandment de- 
termined the final object of our 
Religion; this. doth lamit the man. 
ner of exerciſing and exprefling 
it; as to the cluet intent of it, 
interdifting that mode, which in 
the practice of ancient times had 
{o generally | prevailed, of repre- 
ſenring the Deities (ap ded 
ſo) in ſome corporeal ſhape, and 
thereto yielding fuch expreſſions 
of reſpect, as t concewed fu 
table and acceptable to ſuch Det- 
ties. I cannot ſtand to _——_ 
t 
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the riſe, and progres of furh a 
practice ; how the Devil's malice, 
and-ſorne mens fraud conſpiring 
with other mens ſaperſtitious ig- 
norance and fondneſs, prevailed 
ip far to impoſe upon mankind ; 

[ ſhall. onely. obſerve, that men 
naturally are very prone to com- 

ply whh ſuggeſtions to ſuch gui- 

ſes of: Religion : for as the ſenſe 
of want, and pain, and manifold 
1nconvenience, not to be removed 
or remedied by any preſent ſen- 
ſible means, doth prompt men ro 
with, and ſeek tor help from o- 
therwhere; and rhis diſpoſes them 
to entertain any ho ropoun- 
ded to them (with how legs ſo- 
ever ground of probability) of re- 
cexving it from any abſent, or in- 
vidible power; as it alſo conſe- 
quently engagerh them to under- 
take any conditions required by 
obs, who propound ſuch hopes, 
as needtull for obtaining thereof ; 

whence the ordinary ſort of men 


arc 


i 
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are very apt to embrace any way 
of Religion ſuggeſted to rliem; 
ef] y by perſons of credit, 
and authority for knowledge ; 
ſo alſo, when the propoſition 
thereof doth come a ow 
circumſtantial appearances , 

thews gratifying thei ſenſes, or 
h their paſſions, or de- 
lightfully amuſing their fancies, 
ir moſt ecafily allures, and rakes 
them; as likewiſe on the other 
ſide, when abſtraftion of mind, 


ins (rele 
not immediately diſcerned, from 
whence men are  — the 
ſupply of their needs, ' or relief 

from 


© ad. 4_24. 4. _ aft. ddm 
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from the inconveniencies, which 
they endure) by their magnifi- 


cency, beauty, curioſity, ſtrange- 
neſs, or even by their ſenſibility 


is ſelf, do make fo facile, and 


the leſs wonderfull, that men com- 


monly have been fo caſily invea- fendet 140ie- 


gled into ſuch idolatrous ſuperſti- 7: 
tions; ſo unreaſonable in them- 
ſelves, and of ſo miſchievous con- 
ſequence. For whar can be more 
ſenſeleſs, than to imagine, that 
thar Being, which in wiſedom 
and power is ſufficient to over- 
rule nature, and thereby to af- 
ford us the aſſiſtance we need 
may be reſembled by any of theſe 
corporeal things, the beft of which 
we cannot, without debaſing our 
ſelves, eſteem fſuperiour to our 
ſelves? how unreaſonable is it to 
conceit thus, how unworthy 1s 
it, and unſutable ro the dignity 
of our nature, derived from hea- 


ven, 
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ven, to cronch unto ſuck mean 
repreſentations 3 it 1s & Paul's 
difcourſe : Being {auth he) the 

off-ſpring of God, we ought not" to 

Frburh SS the Godhead js like 

amo gold, or filver, or fiowe gro- 

=E art , and man 5 drvice. 

—_ injurious alſo to that maſt 

excellent nature muſt it be to 

frame, and expoſe to view ſuch 

not onely homely and mean, but 

* H4mi5* in reſpect of the divine nature, 
runiee.i% moſt toul and ugly portaictures 
Ljene ena: of him, which cannot but tend 

, & wi 

edlf.7 to vilifie him in men's conceit ? 
Fit ann * He that ſhould form the image 
Cur 2» == of a ſerpent, or @ tqed, and ex- 
owe. Clem. hibit it 2s the ſumilitude of a King, 
Tee being £4. would furcly derogate much from 
es 74 his Majeſty, and beget very mean 
{wb Clem. and unfvclceming conceits of his 
nnat the we perſon in their minds, whom he 
Cut; at thould perſwade to take it for 
ied, fuch; and infiancly more muſt 


e narwre 


by matter doth he detra& from the dignity, and 


v1ltfie " $6” Yu" 
cond the dimunath the revercace due to that 
ce Ye, 


1ummentſe, 
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immenſe, , alwiſe, moſt 
pure and being, who ſhall 
preſume to preſent any ſenſible, 
any finite, any corruptible thing 


as a reſemblance of him ; chow. *= 1% 


ging (as S. Paul expreſicth ut) the 
gory of the incorruptible God into 

mage made like to corraptible 
man, and to birds, and fourfooted 


beaſts, and —_— things ; as the 


to have chap Pal. 106. 26. 


fraelites 


ged their eir glory (that is, £ 
lad o F 


ous God) ) into the femili 

an 0x , = eateth grafs : 
wonder it was, that they, dome 
uſed ſuch expreſſions of their Re- 
ligion, had fo low opinions con- 
cerning thoſe ſuppoſed _—_ 
whom they wortlupped ; 

they ſuppoſed them liable ro fich 
paſlions, VTcchered {uch aftions up. 
on them, deſcribed them as vile 
in their diſpoſitions and their do- 
ings, as they repreſented them 
in their ſhape: Moſt reaſonable 
therefore is this prohibition of 


making 


maKitrg ary teſemblance of what 
Kkifd ſoever (by pMture, ſculpture, 
of fafor,) m- order to- religious 
' Mtdoration 5 and yielding tothem 
ny ſuch ſignifeationoh: reſpect, 
rene nr caftorw —  . 
men'hath'appropr1 ———_ 1- 
* offy as bowing/ fallingdown, ly- 
—n_ befors, cheny, 'or the 
ike : moſt reafonable-I'fay, for 
fince there-is but one proper,and 
wlowable object fof our worthip , 
'as' the firſt mk any, 
'clares and enafts, thexmaking, an 
image of any other exiſtent arna- 
” ture,vor deviſed by our;own fan» 
cy in vrder to the-worthip there- 
of, is but 'a'purſuance of that un- 
reaſonable, unhandſame, and un- 
juſt ſuperſtition there forbidden z 
adding ſome abſardity-urthe man- 
ner to the pravity in the fabſtance 
of fuch worſhip. 4 
And4s for fo one true objett 
of our devotion, the eternal; im- 
menſe, and all perie&t God ; the 


glorious 


| 
l 
f 
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ture doth infinitely tranſcend aur 
comprehenſion, and conſequently 
of whom we cannot deviſe any 
reſemblance not infinitely beneath 
himpunlike to him, unworthy of 
him (whereby we ſhall nor dif 
parage him, and expoſe him to 
wrreverent apprehenſions, eſpecial- 
ly with the groſs Vulgar ; where- 
by indeed we ſhall not cloud his 
true inimitable perteftions, and 
athx imperfeCtions to him ; blen- 
ding inexpreſſible truth with ap- 
parent falihood) it mult be there- 
tore a profane folly to pretend 
the repreſenting. him by any i- 
_ and the doing of it is up- 
on tuch accompts in many places 
of Scripture forbidden ; a. that 
it is ſo here, according to the in- 
tent of this Precept is plain by 
that place in Deuteronomy, W 

Moſes reports the ground of this 


prohibition : Zake ye therefore Dru +75. 


( faith he) good beed unto your 
H 


ſetves ; 
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ſebves ; for ye ſaw wo manner of 
fimilitade ww the day ,. that "the 
ford ſpate” nnto you in Horeb, 
out of the midi of the fire, left 
you corrupt; and make 'you a gra- 
ven imager» No ſhape ing 
God did appear at his utterance 
of "theſe Laws, 'to prevent their 
framing any reſemblance of God, 
and taking occaſion to practiſe 
this fort of worſhip ; thereby im- 
plycd- to -be unreaſonable. And 
the Prophet E/ay having 'in ſu- 
blime language and difcourte-ſer 
out the ancomparable greatneſs; 
power; and majeſty of God (who 
hath meaſured the waters in the 
hollow of his hand, and meted out 
heaven with 'a ſpan, and \compre« 
bended the'duſt of the earth in a 
meaſure, and weighed the 'moun- 
tains in ſcales, and the hills tn a 
ballance ; before whom the nations 
are as a drop of a bucket, and'are 
fla. 46.18, Counted as the ſmall duſt of a ba- 
—. {ance-—yea before whom all nations 
are 
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are as nothing, and are-counted to 
him or thaw nothing and vanity : 


who ſitteth upon the circle of the 
earth ; and the inhabitants + | 
are as graſhoppers ; who ftredchet 
out the heavens as 'a (urtain, ant 
ſpreadeth them out as a tent to 
dwell in )' having, I ſay, in' this, 
and more ſuch language ended- 
voured to deſcribe the might, and 
majeſty of God, he 'inters: 73 
whom thew will ye liken God : or 
what likeneſs wil + ye compare wnte 
him 7 and' thereupon he proceeds 
to diſcourſe againſt making ina- 
ges for religious uſe. Like where- 
to is the diſcourſe 'of S. Paul to 
the Athenians : God (ſaith he) 
who made the world, and all things 
that are therein, being Lord of 
heavew and earth, dwetl/eth not in 
temples maile with bavds ;' nor is 
worſhipped by the hands of mew, 
—-te therefore being the off ſpring **: 173% 
of God, \ ought \not 10 think that the 
Godbead. is like xnto gold, or filver, 
H 2 or 
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x Joh. 9g. 2t- 

3 Cor. 10-7,14+ 
x Cor.y.10,10, 
6E.g 
Gal. $. 20. 


Apor. g. 20. 
#1. 9. 22. 15- 


or ſtone; the engravement; of art, 
aud man's device ; in-whuch place, 
as\the forming any image to, re 
t- divine. things is manifeſt- 
,prolubited; ſothe reaſons which 
we touched againſt ſuch practice, 
are diſcernibly eneugh infinuated. 
Neither ſhould we omit, that 
this Law is confirmed in the New 
Teſtament; and there made a part 
of. God's new Laws for we ars 
therein -often commanded. #o flee 
idels,. not to be idedgters, to fun 
open as a moſt heinous crime, 

the higheſt rank, proceedi 
trom-fleſhly pravity, nor" >—v6. 
with goad conſcience, andiexpo- 
ſing to. damnation: for the mea- 
ning,and; notion of. Idolatry in 
wluch places. why ſhould we wen 
derſtand_ it atherwife, . than ac- 
cording1to the plain ſenſe. of the 
wordj:whech is the worſhip of 
unages, or: reſlemblances ? - why 
ſhould wexzeke it otherwiſe, than 
as Oppolite to God's Law, _ 
| orce ? 


, 


force? why ſhould we otherwiſe 
expound i, than according to the 

common 'netion aht/'ucce 
of God's - People at” that time 2 
The word'[dolatty wagunknowr 
to other than the' Fews © 
among the' Fews' it» ſignified the 
viohribn of the ſecond Commend- 
ment 7' wherefore the obſervance 
of- that Commandment” is-eftabli- 
ſhed and entoreed by the Apoſtles. 
The 'Fewy deteſted the: worſhip- 
ng any inages ; their 'dereſtari- 
Jt Jo rren, on this Law; 
they therefore, who carneſtly ex- 
hort chem-to continue bw dereſta. 
rivir thereof, "do confirm, and ers 
foree thy obligation'of this Law 4 
Nor ea we reaſonably” fuppoſe 
any diſtinction, or reſervation for 
ary [delatry: (or any worſhipping 
of-irtages) as hwtull, - or. allow- 
able to Chriſtians ; ſince the A- 
{tles as they found it unvvyer- 
ally prohibited to the” Felvs; fo 
they continued- to *charge Chri- 
, H 3 ſtians 


ſtians againſt it. - This diſcourſe 
hath more force, coniidering that 
the ſame reaſon, upon which this 
Law was enacted, doth. fill ap- 
parently continue ; mer» {till un- 
meaſurably atictting this fancitull 
way ' of Religion, being} apt .un 
the exerciſo thereot (ut not curbd 
by a Law) to dote upon ſenſible 
repreſentations; being averie.trom 
railing up ther minds to the one- 
true objeft of worthip, as en- 
ved with intelligible, and ſpiri- 
tug] perjettions : this the experi- 
ence of mens wild eagernel(s for 
images; reliques; 'and other ſuch 
fooliſh trinkets, which had almoſt 
quite oppreſied our Religion (as 
in many ages the beſt and wiſeſt 
men did oblerve and complain) 
doth plainly evince. | 
We may add, that it the com- 
mon tradition and conſent of the 
ancient Church is in any caſe a 
ground ot perſwaſion, or rule-of 
practice te us, we are thence obli- 
ged 


=«. a tt — __ 
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CCS 
_— 


ged to -diſapprove, and: decline 
the worſhipping images ; for no- 
thing can be more evident than 
thar all fuch wortup was not 
m4 carefully eſchewed, but zea-. 
dereſted by the primitive 
Chriſtians: This is maniteſt from 
molt expreſs words of the Fathers 
generally impugning and condem- 
ning all _ of images; which 
are as applicable to. that worſhip, 
whiclr hath been practiſed among 
Chuiſtians, as to that of the Fſea- 
thens ; their expreſſions do not 
ſignifie, nor their arguments prove 
any; thing, if any- worthip- of i- 
paged be- allowable, it they do 
not as well condemn and contute 
the modern, .as the ancient Ro- 
mans ; They could not with 
reaſon, or modeſty have uſed fuch 
words, or urged ſuch reaſons, if 
their practice had been like that, 
which afterward crept. into = 
Church ;:cheir = 7 
P egavldlary eafily might, 
H 4 


w_ 


An'Erpoſitbwof = 


— 


would have beemy. retorted i orp 


themſelves ; which is 1o far from 
having been »done;" that \the Pa- 


* Car mala ares babe, 
rjempla nuts, nuts nets {+ 
malacrs } Minut. 

Conſurflis crimen mbir 
mexnmnun iapieiatiy th. ge- 
re, g4d4 mequt des Juernt 
wenerationts 81 oSt1s con. 
firnamsr, non Dooraen alsc #- 
Ju: ſomnnularram Confli: game, 
gvt forman, ic, Arcb. 6. 

+ Crete gnovwr nab Fa 
panty, *, hight i none 
i ptirams ah 4164 bn wh mn 
£v# aidlir dearer & Omrpih. 
Tx wrwviac ita "” # wah 
Dus. s. p. 183. 

'O Meoxe wit Srndpaone 
3a $a wi xnac Tay 0, 
.” ori poreeriies fs 
he 185” a6 wiv wh] ohas os 
vharn, Philo de GT, 


* ix in Gotti; Ot 
Sls "Tnr7 Ou enahto, 4 


—_— # oe of Sit Linn * 


$*4L yp ww wow mmye 
dba denfitir 044+ 

-, dc. , = 4 a 
Vid. Tertul: de dil. 3 4+ 


p. 439... 


gansaccutcd then for.ha- 
ving no Images * [Ceb 
Jus Siebleeþ.37 Gel Des. 
gen, that' we: ſbun mus 
ting altars, ftlatucey, and 
ſhrines, thinking this te 
be a faithfull pledge'('or 
mark ) of oun'ſecrer' toms: 


munion together”: "this: 


Origen aniwery by Cons 
teſting tbe matter of fact ; 
but defending the'righry 
not for yourrealon, {zitly 
he, we tkantheſe thinfs, 


but *cheral/e ws, 'by the! 


deitrimevf Fofus, having 
found the true manner "of 


* piety toward God, do x- 


[chew thoſe things, which 
in concert Or appear ance 
of piety do make men im: 
prous — and the tmages 
of Chriſt rans \ are ((aith 

he 
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he) their vertues , whereby 't 
reſemble Gol 3 (and truly worſhip 
bim'y and every» good Chriſt iam,) | 
carefully ur , Godly us bis beſt 
ſtatue. * 

Yea the ak were ſo far 
fram prattiſing:worthip of Ima- 
ges thatforne. of 'them condemn 
the funple-making of them ; tal 

ling.the art of doing it a fallaci- 
ons art, introduced bythe Devil 
and torbidden-by God ; +expouns 
ding- rhis Commandment fo, as 


thar 48x it not onely,, the ns 
but the forming an 


ar hey is forbidden - : 
* (Mojes,n(aith Clem! A- 
lex. did of old expreſly 
-u law that mo: cars 
weed, - or. fafile , or" plat. 
fteredh or painted por- 
traiftare's or rmagery 
ſhould beimate that we 
ſhould nat drrend to fen- 

/ibls things, but paſs 1 
things intelligible : and 


+ Tertullian 


. R— aac 
rome 

fr adi 

” TAery ”, [1 AF 

md T7. S 4412431 0c 94 


»\ (a 4lodu)ocr oy 
_—o+ oaths, BY 3 _ 
14a n= ,A,, &c. 
Clem, Strom, Y, p. 468. 


01% &b wn © had 
3au7'4* ddbihor Suplrn py tin 
munagrrHione, dwn; {xr nad- 
now i djiur dahpen. 
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+ Tertul. 4 +. 7ertullian in ſeveral places ſaith 


LITEwes the ſame. Whether their expo 
Cenrs Marc.a, hon (concurring. it ſeems with 
72. tres. _ the common opinion of the Fews 
39.3% , in their time) were true, I. ſhall 
al not now diſcuſs ; that making 
Feel, 15. 4,7. any ſimilitudes in order to wor- 
£4, ſhip is prohibited, is moſt evi- 
A344 dent. 

In fine, divers of the Fathers 
ſky ,. that all the- commands in 
the Decalogue, excepting the. Sab- 
bath, do continue 1n' Force; as 
naturally obli ,.and-as con: 
farmed by the Ghriſtian Law ; -for 
inſtance S. : Augaſtin in his.119 
Fyiftle ſpeaketh thus : 7he: ether 
precepts ( excepting, the Sabbath ) 
there (in the Decalogue)) we do 

" obſerve properly as they are . com- 
manded 4%. as —_ obſer- 
vation ; for. we have. manifeſtly 
trarnt, not. to \w#r ſbip idols, and 
wot to take the name of the Lord 
our God imyain, to honour father 
and mother, $6c, do not figurately 

\ pretend 


[ 
[ 


Env Dn one 


the Decalogue. 


wv 


tend one thing and myſticall 
qo another thing, but wp 


erved \as they ſmined. 10 

But ſo much for the prohibirt- 
ont: ſhall add, that we may 
concave this poſitive Precept ir 
plied; and intended here, that itt 
our! deyvotions and religious ſervi. 
ces of God we: thould raiſe our 
mind above ſenſe and fhn- 
oy ;' that wethould entertain high 
and worthy conceptions of Gai ; 
that, we ſhould apprehend him'irx 
comparably fuperiour to all things, 
winch we do fee or know ; that 
we direft our minds unto hinjus 
to a-being tranſcendently perſe& 
in goodneſs, juſtice; wiſedom and 
powes, above what we can cor 
prehent} and think; that whiet 


our-Saviour'calls wor ſbipping OoÞ Job. 4. 23, 24- 


in ſpirit and-truthiy which is (as 
[ take. it) the ſpecial poſitive dury 
of thus Commandment oY 


need not farther to urge, hows 


prefumptuous and dangerous rhs8 
practices 


Religions): nqtwithftanding: theſe 
commandments of+ God, backed 
with others, of the: {ame import, 
trequently occurring\in the H6ly 
Scmpture,' (never = we find 
' Of r6- 
icularly againſt that 
— w 4 of by conn 8a 
veeutr, 7 bo ſhalt. worſhip the Lord, 
thhyGod, and\bim anely | Pals thou 
ſerve ; without any-ancient _ 
authdrity, or (example, 
any hecetity oygood dirt. 4n- 
ducing; do nat onely / rt them 
row violently" ©roc.others 
to Ficld unto! 9, indwiſto 
the fouls of -men (ma-of 
pe ſture ivreference to God, 
having paſt the* laſt trial and 
refult whercot-7tis 


emp- 
torily- to anticipate) all kinds of 
worſhip, 


"ey —— "nn bl — Gy 
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worhip, : both internal (repal 
truſt, and-hope in.them of obtaf 
ning benefits from them ; attribu- 
tng/ungo them -in their eſteem 
the knowledgeiand power; whieh 
jor all that y&can know are im- 
commuynicably. proper unto God 
hanſtlf) and-external, of prayer 
2nd invocation ; of praiſe and 
thenkſgwing ; and not onely thus 
as to the ſubſtance. imparting a 
kind of divine worſhip to them, 
but 45-to the manner, erefting 
es of them, "even-in the 
ces deyated/ to God's own ral ot 
and-affording to: them . rhe ſanws 
expreſhons otoreverence and re- 
ſpect; thar we-do orien preſent 
unto, God himſelf-(with great fo- 
lemnity dedicating ſuch ty 
them,with huge>care and coſt docs 
__—_ nwingreat {aablance 
of devotion falbting them and 
caſting themſelves down before 
partes 
expoſing them to the! people, 
making 


quking ing long pilgrimages tothem;) 
that inſtead of the ſpiritual wor: 
ſhip of God himfſeli, re- 
_— of Chriſtians, and ro whigh 
our Religion is perfettly futed, a 
Religion chiefly employing ſenſe, 
and tancy, and for. the 
part directed unto the repreſenta. 
tions of creatures 1s ſubſtituted, 
wa dcſpight, as it were, and in de- 
fiagee ot theſe Commandments : 
the plain force of which they en- 
deayour to elude and evade by 
ſlender pretences,” and ſubtle dis 
ltaG&ions, by the like to which 
thare is no Law, which may not 
as ealily be rendred infgnificant, 
and inyalid ; gever in the mean 
time conſidering, that theſe laws 
were not giver to employ: the 
was of Sophiltersand Schoolmen ; 
bus £0 direct the praftice of rade 
2nd plain people ; to which pur. 
no law., aſter ſuch - artiſts 
had the handling of. 1t;7can 


ihe any thing : nothing being 
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ſo clear which by their cavillati- 
ons and quirks the cannot £con- 
found ; nothing ſo where- 
in they cannot cannot find or make 
knots. 


There is ſubjoined to theſe two 
Commandments (as we reckon 
them ; others * have accounted * 5. * 5. ui 
them'but one; and their opinion © 
is ſomewhat countenanc by 
what * is added here ſeeming to 
bear a common reſpect to both, 
there is I fay ſubjoined) a reaſon, 
or rather a contexture of reaſons 

reſſing and encouragin 
gy fret | _ if 
couraging from diſobedience to 
them ; 'or indeed generally to all 
God's Commandments, but eſpe- 
cially unto theſe, moſt immedi- 
ately relating to Hum -: 


Fe 


An Expoſition of 


Fo? J the Lozd thy God 
am a jealous God. 
pod. $4.14 (am El kandh, fortis ze- 
botes, as thc Vulp. Latine 

reads 1t : 1t may fcenato 

have been a name of 

God, implying, as all 

the other names of God 

do, ſome - attribute - of 

God ; for it 1s wy the 

34th. of Exodus, faid: 

Thou ſhalt worſhip no 6- 

ther God, for the Lord, 

whoſe Name is Jealous, or 

Kana, is a jealous God) 


I am a jealous God, that 1s, a 
God very tender of my honour, 
and of my right ; who am impa- 
tient of any mate, or competitour 
in 


we_ = __ ——_ MM arSO2xO_ CE do So ends 


#þe:Daglogue,) 113, 


in reſpe& to thoſe duties, which 

operly and incommunicably be- 
DIY DMnd (GathifGofl 1 ©. 5. 
that us 


oy) "te Zo 
{ RrepbcE 44/4 a 


wt nb ar lorber nor m 
rovirls Nee Pal, =; hwaght 4 this 
—_ LS - _ 
THLLS FA ce 
nehjaltrong - rainſt the infrin 
A -\For the Lord thy Deut. 4. 346 
ith Moſes in Deiteroomy, 
igg;-«bg; ;obſeryance of, this 
ame FFecepe +, concerning the, 
worſhip of is 4 conſuming. 
fire, . he. is a jealous, God : And it 
God be thus jealous, ſo caſily pro- 
* voked ta indignation, by our de- 
tracking his dug honour, and im- 
parting, .it to any other, we have 
grear reaſon te afraid of incur- 


ring! the guilt of cither ; for who Pal. 16. 7: 
can. ſtand 'in his, fight, when be' js 


ry.?. who can; ſypport the ef- 
fects of fs diſpleaſure ? 


-_ 
-I 
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the iniquity 3} 
ke oy Rees nan thy 
Childzen,, unto the 


third and. fourth ge- 
neration of them cas, 
"hate me: bs 


Viſiting *the iniquities bf * 
thers x the culdren ; Gt 
doth not onely' putiiſh tho per-! 
ſotts themſelves, who commit te" 
rotious and hejtious fins (ſuch as 
theft of agxeh and anokermar=\ 
whereb blickly ” Se MN 
and. di on): Fon the miore 
to deter men (who naru 
mach regard to their 
and are atraid to be, 2 
apptat the caufes of ruine ini 5 
limity ro their family) he deck: 
reth that in ref 


to their, d6* 
ings it ſhall go ill with theft P6- 
Qeruy ; they {tall therefore be 


more 


the. Decalogue. uns 

more {ſtrictly and ſeverely deatc 

with ; they ſhall upon thus ſcore 

be capable of les favour and mey- 

cy from God, than otherwiſe 

might have been : for, we-ni 

not hereby underſtand, rhat God 

pains u children 

men for the faults of their ance- 

ſtours (God doth expreſly diſclaim 

ſuch kind of proceeding; 7he £:. 18. 20. 

Sou ſhall not bear the iniquity of 

the Father ; the ſoul that finneth 

it ſhall die ; faith he in the Pro- 

phet : and, Every ene fball die Drut. 24. 16. 

for his own tuiquity ; every man Jer. 31. 36. = 

that eateth the ſowre grape, bi 

teeth fbaſſ be ſet on edge) but 

that he will upon that accompr 

withdraw his tree favours from 
meaſure of grace and 


4:6 
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ceived; rhe which might have 
-more effeQtually reſtrained/ him 
from-fin, and conſequently have 
prevented his guik. and +[is put 
niſkment, God may well (in con- 
Aiſtence with his juſtice and good- 
neſs, to manifeſt his deteſtation 
of heinous wickedneſs) withhold 
from him. 'Such a fon; it he do 
fall into perſonal offences (for that 
alſo 15'ro..be underſtood ; other:- 
wiſe ſych is the goodneſs of God, 


£zck.48.14,17- that he: hath declared, if a ſon 


feting bis fathers fins, and con 
derin Gd wot the like, be ror 
ho e for the iniquity of has fa- 
oder but ſhall ſurely troe ;, f 1 
fay be fallerh info Draxt fins) 
God will yiſit ; that is, will uſe 
= cloſe inſpection and ani * 


_ nvpon him, will 
=T qrkg: © bys fab 
_ Yis ow n, on =_—_ fa 
AT accompt; exampleagf which 
proccaling do in the-divine hiſts. 


x Kings 48, oft 9ey aaa occurr-4 in . Solo 


4 > a mon, 


the Detaloguec. 4:7 
mon, in FJeroboam, in Baaſha, in » Kings 11413, 


Ahab, in. Zen, and. in | Qthery, A - op ne 
Tf them that hate /hs.. 'We » Kings 9. 8 


10, 30. = +> 


may 'obſerve: that inthe Stxi Ns Job 27. 84. 
ſtyle the eraqlgrotiqurs cp 
Laws are termed ha 6a 
mies of God 3 dec? ie acti- 
ons ſignifie a diſpoſition of mind 
in" ther repugnant"to” the mind 
of God ; © and becauſe by ther 
they reſiſt; and ppoſe/God's will 
ho wonder then it God deal nd 
feverely with them.” > 757 
''* But God' not onely terers oak 
diſobedierice by thredtning a/tran 
of ob appr bur 'henericaurs 
to abedience by « declarath- 
Oh of his" intention” (or-promaſe) -* +- 
» praciguſly to reward” hor-onely 
the obedient perſons ehomt- 
ſelves, wed typon their poſterity 
for ever (in a manner) unro thou- 
ſands, that is unto a Wy pos de- 
ſcents : 
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Shewing mercy unto 
thouſands of - them 
that love me, and 

- keep 'mp command: 

. ments. b - 


Ss Le mercy ;'God doth not 
— Bent aan 3: that he will 
torbear to puniſh the wg of 

good men, in caſe t offend, 


t that he will ſhew mercy, and 

deal the more favourably with 

yl. 89. 4%. them: im: that reſpect :- his mea- 
ning and merhod-jn theſe caſes 

are glaiply repreemed .in- thoſe 

@ Chros. 21. 7. | -CONCETRnING De'vid ; if bu 
children forſake my law; and walk 

wt in my judgments, if they breat 

my fatures, and beep not my cone 
mandments ; then will 7 vile their 

tr awfarofeer with the rod, and their 

iniquity with. ſtripes ; nevertheleſs 

my loving kindne(s will I not utterly 


take 


MO RE 


ES 


x ently midrionee: that for Dz. 
few ke, his poterity, 4rhough 
'Þ! God by theit 

; 1 catitibe ſtand ro men: 

bs: \, ; onely farchet 

very obvious, 

here ; "the 


mT bet 
BF uh OT 
Be RE 


irgtion ould welt > Gan 
| , anc engage us Wik 
y fo gracious a Lord. 

It 


Cilobeilience: 1s: tyiced barred: of 
God, ſo loving Gra and rheeping 

bis combetrvlments 'qre>eonjoined 

as terms equivalcnt>hey area 

deed infe conmcctod, 'Jove 

Leing/4a certain-/cauſs/ of! oberli- 

ence, 'obcttichce)ancin{itiible fgn 

of lover fe that' $agb' may" 't on) Jobs 144 hah 
maniinients, and rhjerrt!:' then, 

he it it om our:Sxw/owr )} that 

ſowet 1 ide + © and; if any; inidar dap 1 He 4 
wer me\\be. ni otoep "my wor 

DavT pelbiorwand co thous; NE 
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-name | 
ni vin MQſ? | 

-Tt edaſifierhivee for pry y Pro. 
oo "and" of. a reafom deterring 


trom 


The Precept 1 
ng dine 


a 
Any dey. the name of 
TT 
hendk. ag. 1%. har ſo the'w , 


; To 
marter' (of tg/no falſe matter; "i 
the word gay; * - 
Writers is taken. 
hambe in is Sermon ue 


the Decalogue, 
Moune feemeth [to | 
Law, when ht fays } Te have wat. 5.3% 
beard that it was r ſaid to the an- 
tients, we «6, ye ſha \not 
forſwear, bat ſhall nach ts the 
Lord your cath# x For he dottrim- 
medietcly before cite other paſ- 
Ages out of the: Decalogud (thou 
ſhalt not till, thou alt mot com- 
mit adultery ) wichinternion wo ex 

eo -4 nnr and there- 

probably he proceeds ref) 

th: ts Law, ehemoſtotipicy. 
ous of all thoſe, whichrelateto this 
Farcer ; and if tits Law 'be (as 


more facabletohis pu 
Xt, than: ms Hom rr 
- [mmportance;»his being plain-- - 
Iy. to ex — ot nan 1 
in obligation'even 
j"and (videſt of encienr 
Labs; itleaſt ws they were then 
commonly expounded., and an- 
Geeftord 3 yea erect iPthis-eale 


our 


our Lord. ſcemeth-ro- affiem tht 
the ancients had _ Law. ſeri 
and pertet enough' tor Evangdlt- 
cal practice: conſidering which 
things'; it' is probable,” that the 
prime»intent (of this Law \ig*to 
prohibit that great fih of Perjury, 
that is of invoking; God's ar 
tion to 2 lie ; \rheren li 
to him a-witdels, way utes, che 
what we aſſortis true; as n'fure- 
ty, 'that whar we protriffe yiedd 
ſ{tedfaſtly reſolverand” fhalf ! fairt- 
-killy: endeavour wo perform # in 
-plymg, alſo, that we-do expe. 
curſe; and vengeance” frott®hirh 
;upon/ us, it we! be tound 'know- 
nee me *.3ngly; torfallifie:intout affirmaty 


os 4 #408 ,- or Wiltally ro" viokats* oth 
' 4 yp ret" 


"  -pidpjſe/ i.) 
————__ oO! Swearryy | 1s m #s0wn*hatare 
mo -iomnediately-an(d&@ of Religion, 
and as ſuch was injointed by Goll 
(Then ſhalt fear the Lard thy God, 
and \ſerve him, and ſhalt ſwear by 
bis name ;} It expreſieth the pious 
| perſua- 


4 
t 
U 
1 
e 
J 
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perfiiaſion - we + have concernin 
God's chief attributes and wer 
meſes 3 of, his omnipreſenes and 
QMNACIence: {:extending- to- the 
kpowledge of -our. molt inwaitt 
thoughts, and ſeeret purpoſes) of 
his - watchfull | preyidence-- 6ver 
on we do; of his,juſtice; -#nd 
Geney in maintaining truth wid 
C1 _evenging; aniquity ard 
: the reaſon! of uſinig-e. 
Was, gerived from,,-of 
upon # ;merfueſion , about ' 
wWinchyhath ever been ens 
Jong mens that God' the Gow 
vergour and.-Judge of the.world: 
the ' Protetour and Patron vf 
Fahy, is hoes ready-upon gur 
invocationgnd referenceunto him 
to undertake the cognizance -of 
mazgers in dohate and contrever- 
ſis between men, for the protec- 
tion, of truth, .the amintenance of 
right,'and preſervation of peace 


among them-"(Av th, faith the no. 5. 16 


Aprfthe, for confirmation is to men 


IN 
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an end of al ſtrife) ſo that the 
uſe thereof becometh a main us 


\ am 


deſpiſing his judgment, wg 
fying hs Veageance- _ 

- This: ſ6ems 40 be the firit, and 
dire mcaning of thus Law ; but 
it. may;.by- pacity of reaſon well 
be dd frber. £ as- we 


may 


Cp ti———————————_ _ _ 
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hereb underſtands alllight 
vainn' / all wanton 

ackPIreverent uſe of God's 

name : 'and. hitherto, our Lord Mn. 4.1 

hatf plainly extended *n,/ fordid- | 

ding us at all,, and'char- 

th only ghoptmcemmgps 

aſſertion, - or - promiſe, 


CI EEEED 

iahe ded tia! to Entergace tha 
to uce I 

Holy N of God ; which in- 


we ſhould not without cx- 
tree awe of ſpirit ever chal 
upon, nor without high venera- 
ion dare to mention : tis an in- 
vries of the moſt forth Golly, 
[3-£.5.& 'of moſt horrible 
—_— en be thus (with- 

" any cual, I 
thereto, withour any profit or 
pleafure thence) to trifle with the 
—_ ———— 
rious Nutie, and 
part parka woe ym 


wiſe 


MC. 
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Exod. 31. 16. The" ht hdren; of {ſracl (faith the 
41k | rext) 


wiſe bold \bini guiltieſs, that ta-: 
heth' bis wame in Van. 

ViOiL £298 J 30 
KRemtihber the Sabbath 
---dapto keep it holy, &c. 


/- The Decalague is ite ſeveral pla- 


ces of Scri 


red) ca 


re (as we before no- 
a'Covenant with the 


Fewi/h People; and rhe obſervati- 
on of this Law is likewiſe ſo cal- 
ted in -a-/particular and 'Afpecial 
manner : Ir/is cxprefied $0, have 


inted as 2 ſign, or cha- 


been a 
rafteriftcal note, 'whereby their 


peculiar relation to God mght be 
diſcerned, nnd they diftinguzhed 


from all - other People. 


As Cir- 


eamciſion was x (cal of the-Cove- 
nant made with Abraham-and his 


erity ; fo keeping 


the  Sab- 


hb did obſ:gnate the Covenant 
made with the Children of /ſrae! 


aker their delivery 


out of Egypt : 


—  A@_ T_T SOT 


Y— 
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text) ſhall keep. the Sabbath to 
obſerve the Sabbath, throughout 
their generations for a perpetual 
Covenant, it is a ſign between me, 


and the Children of Iſrael for 


ever : and, 7 gave them (faith ſack. 26. Ls 
God in Ezekiel) my flatutes, and © 


ſhewed them my judgments, which 
if a man do, he ſhall live in them; 
moreover 1 gave them my Sabbaths 
to be a fign between me, and them, 
that they might know, that 1 am 
the Lord, who ſanttifies them : 


and, 7hou cameſt down from mount Ne, g. 13, 146 


Sinai (lay the Levites in Nghe- 
miah) and ſpakeſt with them from 
heaven, and gaveſt them right 
judgments, ge true laws, good 
ſtatutes, and commandments ; and 
madeſt known unto them thy holy 
Sabbaths : where making known 
to them the Sabbaths, as alſo 


otherwliare$yving them the Sab- £x0d. 16. u5- 


bath are expreſſions ( rogether 
with the ſpecial ends of the $46- 
bath's appointment , - which are 

K mentio- 
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Kel js FaCCogour 
wwHo6l rrarnus ule; mers 
me Negpts of See apts 
eremwr, &c. uſt. Pp. 236. 

'Aw "Atoeadi wten 
ly A o_ Yd Macier 

Cam, x, Trois, th 7 pe- 
ooceom, ic, ut. 

Abrabam fone cirewmich- 


mentioned in thoſe pla- 
ces) confirming the judg- 
ment of theancient Chre- 
ftians, Tuſtin M. Irenens, 
Tertullian, &c. who re- 
fer the firſt inſtitution of 
the Sabbath to Moſes, af. 


Subbstorum credadit Deogftc, 
Terrul, «dv. Jud. 2, 4 


ſome, & fone hſerowon fyirmi (that which in- 
deed the 


hiſtory by its 
total ſilence concerning 
the Sabbath before him 
ſufficiently doth ſeem to confirm) 
that the Patriarchs were not obli- 
ged thereto, nor did practiſe it. 
And we may obſerve, that the 
Law concerning, the Sabbath, is 
mentioned and inſiſted upon fe- 
parately from the body of their 
Laws, as being in nature different 
from the reſt, and enatted u 
a ſpecial deſign ; wade bs 
cited paſſages appeareth ; and far- 
ther may appear from conſidering 
how the condition of Proſelytes 
(thoſe of the ſtricter ſort, called 
Proſelytes of Righteouſneſs) is de- 


ſcribed 


— — «Ss — — _ 
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ers, (fait God in that Pro- 
= that join themſebves to the 
Lord, to ſerve him, and to love 
the name of the Lord, to be his 
ſervants, every one that keepeth 
the Sabbath from polluting it, and 
taketh hold of my Covenant ; even 
them will I bring to my holy MOuN- 
tain, _ make them joyfull in my 
houſe er : where to under- 
take t edfrmace of the Sab- 
bath, and to lay hold of the Zew- 
i/þ Covenant are ſignified to be 
coincident, or eſpecially cohe- 
rent. 

All the other Precepts indeed 
{one e in the Sacond Com- 
t as it may be under- 

= to ſl abſolutely the 
ny ſimilitude, being 

able © to exception) ON 
grounded | in on of 
ol a and have a neceſſary 
obligation even viſible to natural 
light ; they conſequently have 
K 2 been 


_ in > of the 16a. $6, 6. (4.) 
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been acknowledged as reaſonable, 


and obliging by — con- 
ſent of men ; or be ſo pro- 
pounded and aſſerted by. argu- 
ment, as calily to extort con- 
ſens: but this Command, (although 
as to its general and remote 
matter it is moſt evidently reaſo- 
nable, and requireth that, which 
no man can deny to be matter of 
neceſhry duty, yet) as to the 
more immediate matter, as to the 
determinate meaſure, and man- 
ner of performing thole general 
duties, no reaſon can diſcern an 
obligation diſtin& from, or ante- 
cedent to the Law givers 'will, 
to practiſe according thereto : 
» that we ſhould frequently with 
. gratefull and joytult ſenſe reflect 
upon the glorious works of God 
(eſpecially that grand and fuada- 
mental one, wherein God's won- 
derfull excellencies of goodneſs, 
wiſedom, and power were fo ul- 


luſtriouſly diſplayed; the a—_ 


a a az << i. Py -— 
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of the world, wherein fo great 
accommodations , and benefits 
were generally difpenſed to all 
the creatures, and to'us eminent] 

among them ; remembring wi 

deepelt reſpe&t, and moſt hearty 
thankfulneſs our bountifull Ma- 
ker ;) that we ſhould be wnmind- 
full of the ſpecial favours by God's 
gracious providence vouchſafed to 
our country , our relations, our 
ſelves (eſpecially ſuch very ſignal 
ones, as was that of the delivery 
from Egyptian ſlavery in a man- 
ner ſo remarkable and miracu- 
lous); that we ſhould not ſpend 
our ſelves, and our time in per- 
petually carking and labouring 
about affairs touching our body, 
and this preſent life, but ſhould 
aſſign ſome competent time both 
for the relaxation of our mind, 
and for attendance to the con- 
cernments of our ſoul: that al- 
ſo we ſhould allow fitting time 
of reſpite, and refreſhment to 
K 3 thoſe 
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thoſe of our brethren, whom di- 
vine Providence hath diſpoſed in- 
to a meaner condition, and rela- 
tion of ſervants to us ; that their 
lives may not by inceſlant care, 
and toil be rendred over burthen- 
ſome, and grievous to them ; but 
ſo that they may with ſome com- 
tort ſerve me hes afſ©. hay: bo 
not deſtituted of leafure op- 
partunity to ſerve God, our com- 
mon Maſter ; and to regard the 
wellare of their ſouls, no leſs pre» 
cious than our own : that alſo we 
ſhould ſhew ſome kindneſs, and 
mercy even toward our beaſts, 
canes Pp hn Bong 
their pai ies 1n our be- 
half ; theſe are allof them things, 
which reaſon evidently difates ; 
DI TI 
admit, as duties of piety, juſtice, 
and humanity : RET 
performance of them both as to 
the ſubſtance, due meaſure, and 
fit manner of them , common 


prudence 
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prudence would ſuggeſt, that ſer 
times ſhould be appointed ; in 


which they ſhould be folemaly 
and notoriouſly diſcharged, un- 
der the _—_ teſtimony and 
cognizance : and accordingly we 
find, that in all wiſe and 211 So. 
cieties ſome proviſion ever hath 
been made, by appointing Feſti- 
val times, for the practice of ſuch 
duties, in ſome kind or 

: The founders of 


Laws (Gith Seneca) did Lun conditeres Feſtes 


iffirras der, wt od bd. 


inſtitute fefſtroal days , lerworem bemine! public = 
that men ſbould publick- _n goto 


1 


trmper mentary. $rnude trong, 


ly be conſtrained to cheer- 
fulneſs ; inter poſing as ne- 

ceſſary a temperament of 

their pains; Flato with a more 
admurable ſagacity refers the in- 
vention , or - firſt inſtitution. of 
ſuch times unto God hurmſelt ; 
The Gods DR we that s, the 


divine © adminiftring 
affairs \ ww by _— miniſtery-of 
inferiour inv - "aw - 


ding 


126 An Expolition of 
ding to his notion and 
manner of ſpeaking) pi- 

Me non * tying mankind, born to 


ual '” ha ; 
Yoke Yau crummy, Painful] labour, appoin- 
_inyrir duatein wit Ted for an eaſe and coef» 
Sule. Plat, 4s Logs I 

Þ» 707» 


ſation from therr tots 
the recourſes of feſtival 
ſeaſons obſerved to the 
Gods, Thus (I fay) reaſon ac- 
knowledges the ſubſtance of theſe 
duties, and approves the _— 
their performance, as a good end, 
or fit matter of Law-both divine 
and humane. But as to the cir- 
cumſtantial determination of mea- 
ſure and manner ; that a Seventh 
day preciſely ſhould 'be atiigned, 
that a total ceſſation from kbour 
for man and beaſt ſhould be pre. 
ſcribed; this is above reaſon to 
diſcern a neceſſity of ; or a con- 
veniency in companiſon with o- 
ther limitations in thoſe reſpe&s 
deviſcable and - praCticable : nor 
can we afſuredly reſolve the obli- 
gation thereto into any other 
ground, 


a © 1 { 


—_ 
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ground, than the pleaſure ©: 
moſt wiſe Authour of this Law ; 
who did fee what was moſt fit 
to be preſcribed to thoſe, whom 
this Law concerned. Here is in- 
deed mentioned a reaſon , why 
God ſpecially did chooſe this day 
to bleſs, and lanCtifie it in this 
manner to ſuch purpoſes ; name- 
ly, his reſting upon the Seventh 
y from his works of Creation ; 
the which yer doth not certainly 
| a natural conveniency, 
toward accompliſhing thoſe pur:- 
poſes, of this preciſe quantity of 
time, or in this way of obſerving 
it, in preference to any . other, 
that might have been appointed ; 
-onely ſeemeth to imply a fit- 
neſs of theſe determinations, as 
containing -fornewhat of profi- 
table ſignificancy ; that ſuch a 
correſpondency in circumſtance 
of time, and manner of practice 
might admoniſh us concerning 
the ſubſtance of our duty, or a 
princt- 
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principal part thereof peculiarly 
deſigned in the Sandttion of this 
Law, the gratetull Commemors- 
tion of God's moſt glorious work 
(the foundation as 1t were of all 
other his a&ts of beneficence) the 
Creation of the World : for thus 
in all ceremonial Inſtitutions we 
may obſerve, that ſome ſignifi. 
cant circumſtance js feleted, on 
purpoſe to inſtruft or excite us 
to practice, by repreſenting to 
our fancy the nature and inten. 
tion of the main duty required, 
as in Circamcifion, in the Paſſever, 
in Baptiſm, and other ritual Con- 
ſtirunions it is not hard to per- 
cave: fo it being God's defer 
to enforce the pertormanice of that 
excellent duty, by appropriating 
a time thereto, we may conceive 
that he therefore eſpecally ſelec. 
ted that day, as apt to mind 
them, to whom this Law was 
given, of the hiſtory of the Crea- 
tion ; the reflecting upon and ce- 
| tebrating 
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lebrating which was the main 
duty intended : 

Seeing therefore the abſervation 
of the Sabbath is expreſſed to have 
a ar reſpect to the children 

Iſrael, as a fign of the Cove- 
nant made with them, when he 
led them out of Egypt ; ſeeing in 
its own nature it differeth from 
the reſt of the ten Laws, the ob- 
ligation thereto being not, dif- 
cernibly to natural light, groun- 
ded in. the reaſon of the thing, 
we can no wiſe be aſſured, that 
an univerſal and perpetual obli- 
gation thereto was intended, or 

its obligation did extend far- 
ther. than to the Jews, to whom 
it was as a formal Law delive- 
red, and upon ſpecial conſidera- 
tions ſeverely iculcated ; to 
whoſe humour, condition, and 
circumſtances it might alſo per- 
haps be particularly ſuted : Ju- 


uft. Die. com 
ryph. fp. 235+ 


fix M. was of opinion that this a. 


Law, as many others was given 
to 
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wo the Fen, de The droules, x2/ 
, for their iniquity, 
2 bard meſs of heart, by way of 
conceſſion and indulgence ; for, 
becauſe they by their natural dif. 
poſition were apt to forget their 
maker ; to negle&t the ſtate of 
their ſoul, being wholly intent 
on worldly affairs ; to exatt in- 
tolerable pains from their bre- 
thren, who ſerved =_ to uſe 
cruelly the poor beaſts, emplo 
ed > eilling their aroand, A 
bearing their burthens ; therefore 
God (confider this incorrig ible 
temper of theirs) did indulge fix 
days to them for the proſecution 
of thoſe affairs, to which they 
were fo devoted, contenting him. 
ſelf to exatt from them no more, 
than this part of time for his own 
ſervice, for the benefit of ſervants, 
and eaſe of beaſts ; it he had re- 
quired more of them they could 
it ſeems or would hardly have 
endured it ; the entmend would 


perhaps 


perhaps not onely have been diſ- 
—_ it ſelf, but the diſlike 
thereof might have rendred them 
averſe from all Religion, and ſer- 
vice of God ; as it happeneth, 
—_ commands ver _—_— 

exceeding mens titre are 
enjoined ; for we ſee the Prophets 
complain of them, that they could 
EP IINnG gu us far, 
or to afford God this fo moderate 
ſhare of time; but were umpati- 


- ent even for this one day in fe- 


ven to abſtain from their ſecular 
buſineſs, to relax themſelves, or 
their ſervants, or their cattel from 
their daily bours : they impeach 


them for polluting, profaning, hi- 15% 3% 
ding their eyes from (that is, 4 oy 


wholly overlooki ect 
and di ſr w © neglttng 
tor gf their own pleaſure, and 
exatting their own labours upon it, 
=_ not delighting therein, or nor 
ing it : Zſear this 


ith y + Prophet Amos) O ye nels 


that 


that ſwalow up the needy, even 
to make the poor of the land to 
fail, ſaying, when will the new- 
moon be gone, that we may ſell 
corn, and the Sabbath that we may 
ſet forth wheat ? this being the 
diſpoſition of that People, = 
bearing a greater ſtritnels, 
not being able to preſerve within 
their hearts a | remem- 
brance of s works and fa- 
vours ; not to moderate their pur- 
ſuits of temporal good things ; 
not to bear a due regard and ten- 
derneſs toward their brethren, 
and their fellow-creatures (the 
Zettai» periorming which things in a 
hoe 4 ww conſtant uninterrupted tenour the 
— faid Holy Father, and Bleſſed Mar- 
tyr ſuppoſeth to be the Sabbatiſm, 
which Chriſtians are bound to 
obſerve) theretore God conſide- 
ring their infirmity and incapaci- 
ty to comply with higher injunc- 
tons, did uſe (as in the caſes of 
Divorce, Revenge , and the like) 
an 
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an indulgence toward them, go 
ng _ on the other days 
todo t 


ir pleaſure (as the Prophet 1% 5% 1% 


ſpeaks), reſerving onely this da 
fr punctual = Glenn arbor 
mance of the duties ſpecified : 
thus diſcourſes that good Ancient 
in his Dialogze with the Few. 
However, that this Law (as to 
its circumſtantial parts) was not 
intended to oblige generally and 
y, we have a molt for- 
cl to m_— ; S. Paul 
himſelf his expreſs d1 | 
Chriſtians from the Ger Bi 
thereof; yea his carneſt . 
ſion of ſome perſons tor rigorouſly 
inſiſting thereon, deeming them- 
ſelves and urging it upon others 
as a neceſfary duty to obſerve it ; 
his conjoining it with other Cere-. 
monial Obſervances, whoſe na- 
ture was meerly ſymbolical, and 
whoſe deſign was to continue no 
longer, than till the real ſubſtance 
of that, which they repreſented, 
came 


— 
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pm_— 


came into full force and praftice: 


PoloCarbt7. Let wo man (faith he to the Co- 


* nll 
& euCCory, 


loſhans) judge you for meat , or 
drink, or upon account of a feſti- 


» wal day, or new moon, * or ſab- 


ave both read 3 Bath, which things are the ſhadow 


both equiv_e- 
kent. 


Gal. 4. 10- 


of future things, but the body is 
of Chriſt (that is, they did onely 


prefigure , and pref! nie ; the 
real ſubſtance ns. and re- 


preſented by them is ſomewhat 
in the Law, and Dodtrine of 
Chriſt ; which coming immedi- 
ately to a r, and to oblige, 
ns ates eaciiech; and S 
ſeth to have any regard due there- 
to) again more ſharply to the 
Galatians, whom ſome Judaizing 
Dogmatiſts had reduced, or were 
reducing to the prattice of legal 
Rites, under conceit of needtull 
obligation to them ; ow faith 
he, do ye return again to thoſe 
weak, and beggerly elements, to 
which back again you are pleaſed 
to be enſlaved: ye obſerve days, 


and 


Mw F  * 


. 
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and months, and years ; Which 
words, that they relate general- 
ly to the Fewiſh Feſtivals, the con- 
text doth plainly enough ſhew, 
and there is good reaſon to think, 
that they chuefly reſpect the $44- 
bath we treat on, for which pro- 
bably theſe men had the greateſt 
reſpe&t, and zeal; Again in the 
14th. to the Romans the ſame om 14-56 
great Patron and Champion of 
Chriſtian Liberty, not obſcurely 
declareth his mind, that Chriſti- 
ans of ſtrength in judgment did 

ard no day above another, bur 
clteemed all days (he excepteth 
none) alike, as to any ſpecial ob- 
ligation , grounded upon divine 
Law and Right; in ſubordination 
to which Doctrine we may add, 
that this appears with great evi- 
dence to have been the common 
opinion of the wiſeſt, and moſt 
orthodox Chriſtians in the Primi- 
tive Church ; the moſt conſtant 
and ſtrict adherents to Catholick 
L Tradi- 
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Tradition (who from the Apoſtles 
inſtruction beſt underſtood the 

purport and limits of the liberty 
purchaſed by Chriſt) that this 

Law, as it was not known or 

Ce es practiſed before Moſes, ſo it cea- 
foivn 23x: fed to oblige after Chrift ; being 
fra Sex One of the ſhadows which the 


yait © 


Gm precip Evangelical light diſpelled ; one 
a of the burthens, which this Law 
+ yi. Cit, of liberty did take off us +. 

Now although upon theſe ac- 
compts we cannot preſs the ſtrict 
obſervation of this Law in all its 
parts, according, to its literal, and 
direct intention, yet we ma 
learn much of our duty, mak 
of God's will from it : all God's 
laws, ſpiritually and wiſely, un- 
derſtood did tend to the promo- 
ting of piety and vertue ; and 
abſtrafting trom the ſpecial cir- 
cumſtances of that People, to 
whom they were conſigned, may 
(fo far as our caſe is like theirs, 
and wherein a 'common reaſon 


doth 
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doth appear) paſs for fit patterns 
for us to imitate, ſuggeſting pro- 
per means of exerciſing, nouri- 
ſhing, encreaſing thoſe qualities 
in us; and fo from this Law we 


may learn theſe duties : 


1. That we ſhould frequently 
call to mind, and conſider the 
great and glorious works of God, 

rtormed tor the general good of 

is creatures , and ſpecially for 
mankind : The Creatian of the 
World, the Redemption of man- 
kind; the Nativity, Paſſion, Re- 


ſarrettion, and Exaltation of our 


Lord and Saviour, and the like, 
no leſs now conſiderable to «s, 
both in reſpe& of glory due to 
God, and of benefit accruing to 
us, then was the Creation tor- 
merly to the Jews. 


2. That we are bound to re- 
ſtrain our ſelves in the profecu- 
tion of worldly buſineſs ; not di- 
L 2 ſtrating 
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ſtrating our minds with care, 
not exhauſting our bodies with 
toil about them , but allowing 
our mind convenient and ſeaſo- 
nable freedom, affording our ſoul 
ſufficient leiſure with vigour and 
alacrity to enjoy its nobler en- 
tertainments, and to purſue its 
higher intereſts. 


3- That we are obliged to uſe 
the ſame indulgence toward thoſe, 
whom divine providence hath dif- 
poſed to be under our power, 
care, or governance : to allow 
our children, our ſubjects, our 
ſervants a competent meaſure of 
reſt, and refreſhment from their 
ordinary labours, ſufficient time 
and leiſure undiſtrattedly to ſerve 
God, and quietly to mind their 
ſpiritual welfare : we muſt fo 
charitably tender their good, as 
to permit and procure, that their 
life may be cafie and comfortable 
here ; and that alſo they may 


have 
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have means to obtain for them- 
ſelves a happy immortality here- 
after ; not being in theſe reſpects 
ether harſh to their outward 
man , or uncharitable to their 
ſouls. 


4. That we muſt not be un- 
mercifull to any creature, not 
onely abſtaining from inflicting, 
in wantonneſs oft humour, need- 
leſs vexation upon them, but al. 
fo from wearying and grieving 


them too much tor our emolu- 
ment or convenience : the advan- 
tage and preeminency beſtowed 
upon us by God over them ſhould 
be managed with moderation , 
and clemency ; we ſhould be 
gentle maſters to them, not cruel 
tyrants over them : we ſhould 
conſider, that God did make 
them, as to help and ſerve us, fo 
to enjoy ſomewhat themſelves of 
delight and fatisfaftion in their 
being ; which if we go to deprive 

L 3 them 
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them of, rendring their condition 
intolerable and worſe than it they 
had no being, as we do abule 
and injure them, tranſgreſſing the 
bounds of our right over them, 
ſo we encroach upon, diſappoint, 
and wrong their maker, and can- 
not therein but diſpleaſe hum ; 
doing thus is a point of injuſtice 
not enough conlidered by them, 
who commit it : they conſider 
not how beaſtly they are them- 
ſelves, when they miſuſe poor 


beaſts. 

5. We may hence farther learn, 
that it is fit certain times ſhould 
be allotted for the publick, and 
ſolemn performance of the fore- 
named duties : common reaſon 
prompteth, that God (upon whoſe 

rotection, and diſpoſal the pub- 
ick good depends ) ſhould be 
publickly honoured, and his be- 
nefits frequently acknowledged ; 
allo that care ſhould be taken in 
every 
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every ſociety, that all ſtates of 
men ſhould lead their lives in 
ſome competent degree of con- 
tent ; that all objetts of grievous 
pity ſhould be removed from pub- 
ick view; alſo common {ſenſe 
will inform us, that theſe things 
cannot effeftually be executed, 
without conſtituting definite pe- 
riods of time , and limiting cir- 
cumſtances, according to which 
they ſhall be practiſed under pub- 
lick inſpection, and cenſure : 
And theſe diftates of ordinary pru- 
dence the divine wiſedom hath 
ratified by his exemplary order ; 
the which in cafes, wherein he 
hath not interpoſed his direct au- 
thority by way of precept may 
ſerve tor a good direction ro Go- 
vernours, what they may with 
ſafety, what they ſhould in wiſe- 
dom eſtabliſh ; what proviſion 
they ſhould make for the pro- 
motion of piety and vertue: ſuch 
a precedent requires greateſt ve- 

L 4 nera- 
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neration, and reſpect, cannot but 
appear of high moment in con- 
ſultation about matters of thus 
nature, 

It is indeed particularly obſer- 
vable, that in this command there 
15 not an expreſs order concerning, 
the natural or moral ſervice ot 
God (by prayer, or hearing God's 
Law) to be publickly pertormed 
on this day ; but the Jews were 
themſelves ſo wiſe as to under- 
ſtand theſe duties couched in the 
ſanttification of the day preſcri- 
bed ro them ; and accordingly 
they practiſed ; they in all places 
of their habitation did ſertle Sy- 
nagogues, and Oratories; to them 
upon this day they reſorted ; in 
them then they did offer devoti- 
ons to God ; (as the names mev- 
owyzi, and TecoweTrein did im- 
port) the Scribes did reade the 

Law, and expound it to 


0ce cnivaf <1: the People: Moſes (faith 


aur, Th ie, ®» whadue, 


v tngione reeruitns 8 Joſephus) did command 
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the people to aſſemble for yr <veuive , 3h, whe 
hearing of the law, not winbadt, x; wwe dapeChe 
once or twice, or many oweddbn, Joly my 
times, but every ſeventh 

day, laying aftde their works ; and 

exatlly to learn it ; whence, ad- 

dcth he, the people became fo 

Skiltull in the laws, that 

if one asked any of them . ba of Tymnge 6 me 
_— them, he would 51 mirm, i rings ® 
more ea tell them *** P-947- 

all than FA own name ; 

whence alſo an admirable con- 

cord in mind, and uniformity in 

praftice did (as he farther ob- 

ſerves) ariſe : and Zhe 

cuſtom (faith Philo) was "ive 38 iu, 48 ih x 
always as occaſion gave 3, OE 
leave, eſpecially jou the 2 > FE GR 
ſeventh days, to philoſo- 

phate, &c. in conſideration of 

which practice it was, that Jews 

ſo highly valued this Precept , 

that it was a ſaying among them, 

The Sabbath weigheth againſt all rp. 

the Commandments ; as procuring _—— 


them 


— — _—— _———_—_— 


An Expoſition of Wl 


them all to be known, and obſer- 
ved: And it that blind peopke 
could pick theſe duties out of this 
Law, much more ſhould we ſee 
our ſelves obliged, according to 
analogy thereot, to appoint ſet 
times tor enſuring the praftice of 
them. 


6. Again, We may hence alſo 
learn our obligation to ſubmit 
obediently to the conſtitution of 
Governours relating, to this mat- 
ter ; that we readily ſhould ob- 
ſerve all ſolemn times of teſtivity 
and reſt, which the Rulers of 
Church, or State do appoint for 
the ſecuring or the promoting 
thoſe purpoles of piety, or chart- 
ty, according to the meaſure and 
manner preſcribed by them : for 
Reaſon approving the thing as 
700d and uſctull ; and divine or- 
cs more — and fully confir- 
ming it to be ſo, and it not ap- 
pearing that God hath made ex- 
preſs 
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remains, that it is left wholly to 
them, to whole care God Fath 
entruſted the publick weltare, and 
hath commirted to their judg- 
ments the providing means con 
ducible thereto ; having alſo con 
ſequently injoined us 1n all law- 
full things to follow their gui 
dance _ appointment in order 
thereto. God decreed death to 
be inflicted on thoſe, who viola 
ted his command concerning the 
Sabbath ; which ſheweth how 
great a fault it is to offend in this 
particular ; and we may reaſona 
bly eſteem that command to be 
his, which proceedeth from his 
Miniſters by authority from him 
ſelf, and in conformity to his own 
pattern, 
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required of the Fews ſuch a porti- 
on of time to be ſolemnly dedica- 


preſs determinations about it, it 


7, We add, that whereas God 


ted to Religion, and mercy, we 
to 
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to whom he hath vouchſated 
higher benefits, and propoſed grea- 
ter encouragements, cannot rea- 
ſonably but deem our ſelves obli- 
ged to ſequeſter and conſecrate as 
much or more time to the ſame 
intents : we ſhould indeed be con- 
tent to withdraw our ſelves more 
frequently from purſuance of our 
own profits and pleaſures to the 
ſervice of God, to the remem- 
brance and celebration of his fa- 
vours : we ſhould willingly allow 


oreater relaxation to our depen- 
dents : and ſhould the publick be 
deficient in exaCting a perfor- 
mance of ſuch duties from us, it 
would become us to upply ſuch 


detefts by our private devoting 
fit and frequent ſeaſons thereto : 
that in ſome proportion we may 
exceed the Jews in gratectull pie- 
ty, as we ſurpaſs them in the 
matter, and cauſes thereof ; that 
we may appear in ſome degree 
more charitable than they, as we 

have 
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have much greater reaſon and 
obligation to be ſo then they. 
So much for thus ; 


I proceed briefly to conſider 
the remaining Commandments, 
the which immediately concern 
another Objeft : thoſe foregoing 
did chiefly ſerve to regulate our 
religious prattice in yielding due 
reverence toward God ; theſe fol. 
lowing (which are ſuppoſed to 
have made up the ſecond of thoſe 
Tables, which written by God's 
hand were delivered to Moſes, 
and preſerved in the Ark of the 
Teſtimony) do guide our conver- 
fation and carriage toward our 
Neighbour; in the front of which 
worthily is placed that which 
obligeth to dutifulneſs toward 
our Parents; unto whom after 
God, and his ſupreme Vice-ge- 
rents we owe the higheſt reſpect, 
gratitude and duty. 


Honour 
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v. Com- 
manpment. 


Levit. 9 3- 


Cololl. 3. 20. 


t Tim. $. 4. 


Prov. r. $8. 


23. 22» 


Honour thy father, and 
thy mother. 


Honour ; the word ſignifies to 
have in weighty regard, and apr. 
ly ſerves to denote thoſe particular 
atts of duty, which are other. 
where expreſſed in Scripture ; 
fear and reverence (ye ſhall fear 
every man hu father and his mo« 
ther) obſervance and obedience 
(children obey your parents in all 
things, for this is well pleaſing to 
God ) gratitude and retribution 
( Let children learn 73ty oixov 4+ 
orSav, to be pious toward their 
own family ; and dota; oro 1 
$224, to render ſutable returns, 
or to requite their parents, for 
this is good, and acceptable before 
God.) regarding their inſtruction 
and advice ( My fon hear the in- 
ftruttion of thy father, and forſake 
not the law of thy mother ) it alſo 
COMPre- 
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comprehendeth a prohibition of 

the contrary atts, contemning , 

curſing, offering, violence or contu- 

mely unto, diſobedience and con- 

tumacy toward parents, the which 

are forbidden under capital penal- 

ties, and dreadfull comminarions: 

Curſed be he that ſetteth light by Oeut. 27. 16. 
his father or mother : and, The , 
eye that mocketh at his father, and 
deſpiſeth to obey his mother, the 
FaVENsS f the walley ſhall pick it 
out, and the young eagles fat eat 
it (that is, God 1n a fearfull and fx*.ur. 1% 
ſtrange manner will avenge that 7 
wickedneſs upon him) and in the 

Law it is ordained that the rebel- 

lious and ſtubborn ſon, who will 

not obey the voice of his father, 

or the voice of his mother ; and 

that when they have chaſtned 

him, will not hearken unto them, 

ſhall be ſtoned by all the men of 

his City, and put to death in that 

manner. 
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Whence we may learn the na- 
ture of the duty here enjoined, 
and what rank it beareth among 
other duties ; what high obliga- 
tion belongs thereto , of what 
conſideration it is with God, and 
how grievous a crime the viola- 
tion thereof is ; that, briefly, we 
are obliged to yield our parents 
high affeRtion of heart, great ex- 

reſſions of reſpect and obſervance 
m word and deed ; that the neg. 
left of theſe duties 1s, next to 
that of profaneneſs and unduti- 
fulneſs toward God himlſelt, the 
greateſt diſorder we can be guil. 
ty of : this all civil Nations have 
conſented to be our duty ; and if 
we conſider the grounds , upon 
which it is built, we ſhall find 
that reaſon, juſtice, and neceſſity 
do require it : S. Pax! preſſcth 
his precept of obſervance to pa- 
rents with, a T7 94s Br Say, 
for this # juſt and equal : tor if 
we look upon the diſpoſition of 
parents 
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parents in their mind toward 
children, we may preſume them 
always full of tender affetion, 
and good will toward them, full 
of delire, and care for their good, 
tull of pity and compallion to- 
ward them ; in the higheſt and 
moſt eſpecial degree beyond what 
they bear to others ; which dif 
poſitions in reaſon and equity do 
require anſwerable diſpoſitions in 
thoſe, upon whom they are pla- 
ced, nd who trom them do re- 
ceive ineſtimable benefits : for if 
we do regard the effetts procee- 
ding from them we ſhall diſcern, 
that 


rt. From parents children do 
receive being and lite ; that good 
which nature inclineth fo highly 
to value and render, as the foun- 
dation of all the good, happineſs, 
and comfort we are capable of. 
2. They are obliged to their 
parents for the preſervation, main- 
M tenance, 
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tenance, and proteCtion of their 
life : it is a long time before we 
came to be able (ſuch is the par- 
ticular condition of man among 
all living creatures, ſo ordered on 
purpoſe, as it were, to beget this 
obligation and endearment) any- 
wiſe to provide for, or to defend 
our ſelves; and the doing there- 
of, in that ſenſeleſs and helpleſs 
ſtate, relies upon the care, pain, 
and ſolicitous vigilance of our 
parents; the which they are not 
onely always obliged , but are 
commonly diſpoſed with admi- 
rable willingneſs to ſpend on their 
children. 

3- Parents not onely thus at 
firſt undergo ſuch care and trou- 
ble to maintain their children, 
but by expenſive education (of- 
ten with much inconvenience and 
incommodity to themſelves) they 
provide means for their future 
- and ſubſiſtence, during 


4 Chil. 
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4 Children are fo ſtriftly tied 
to their parents, as by their wil- 
ling conceſſion to partake in all 
the comforts of their ſtate, and 
ornaments of their fortune. 

5. The ——_ acquired by the 
parents induſtry do uſually de- 
volye upon their children by in- 
heritance and ſucceſſion ; whence 
that children live handſomely and 
comfortably, is the reward of 
their parents merit, comes from 
the ſtore, that they have care- 
tully provided, and laid up for 
them. 


6. To which we may add, 
that not onely the proviſion for 
our temporal neceſſities and con- 
veniencies dependeth upon our 


parents, but the care of our ſouls, Deut. 6.7, a. 


and our ſpiritual welfare is in- 


cumbent on them : they are oblj- *#* 5 4 


ged to inſtrutt us in the fear of 
God, and to ſet us in the way 
toward eternal happineſs. 
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7. We may conſider alſo, that 
all this they do moſt frankly and 
out of pure kindneſs ; without 
regard to any merit antecedent, 
or benefit conſequent to them- 
ſelves : as they received nothing 
to oblige and move them to ſuch 
performances, ſo they can ſeldom 
hope for anſwerable returns : it 
1s abundant fatisfaftion to them 
it they ſee their children do well ; 
their chiet delight and content- 
ment is in their childrens good 
abſolutely and abſtraftedly, witl- 
out indireCt regards to their own 
advantage. 


Upon theſe, and the like ac- 
compts it appeareth, that as pa- 
rents have the affections moſt re- 
ſembling thoſe of God toward us, 
as they pertorm toward us the 
actions moſt like to his, as they 
are the principal inſtruments of 
divine providence and bounty 
(by which Gods hieſſings are 


convey- 


 — 
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conveyed and conferred upon us) 
ſo they may be deemed in a fort 
to repreſent God, and as his molt 
lively images have an eſpecial ve 
neration due to them. God him- 
ſelt, to endear and render himſelf 
amiable, or in the moſt kindly 
way venerable to us, to engage 
us to a more ready obedience of 
him, to declare the nature of our Pevt. 32. 6. 
duty toward him, aſſumes the 

title of Father ; and all Nations 

have agreed to ſtyle him fo; Re- 
ciprocally alſo, whereas the du- 

ties toward other men are termed 
juſtice, or charity, or courteſie, 

or liberality, or gratitude, thoſe £:9c%-* 
toward parents in every Language Colne pov. 
(I ſuppoſe) are ſtyled piety, im. 
plying ſomewhat divine in the 
object of thoſe duties ; 'tis more 
than injuſtice to wrong a parent ; 

tis more than uncharitableneſs to 
retuſe them fuccour , or rehiet ; 
tis more than diſcourteſie to be 
unkind to them ; 'tis more than 

M 3 ſordid 
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ſordid avarice to be in their need 
illiberal to them ; 'tis rather high 
impiety to offend in any of theſe 
kinds. 

He that returns not love in an- 
ſwer to their tender afie&tion ; 
that doth not (as occaſion requires, 
and his ability permits) requite 
the benefits received from them, 
doth not defer to them an eſpeci- 
al reverence, in regard to that 
ſacred name and character they 
bear, thereby intimates, that he 
would in like manner be unjuſt, 
ungratefull, and diſingenuous to- 
ward God, from whom he hath 
received the like benefits ; the be- 
ginning and continuance of his 
being ; the preſervation, mainte- 
nance, and protection of his lite : 
it he will not honour his earthly 
Parents, whom he hath ſeen, how 
will he reverence his heavenly 
Father, whom he hath not ſeen ? 
fo we may according to S. John 
argue, 


I might 
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I | Imight ſubjoin, that as juſtice, 
and ingenuity do enforce thus du- 
ty, ſo tor the good oft the world 

is a necetiity that it ſhould 
be obſerved : It parents are not 
onely by natural inſtinct diſpoſed, 
but by divine command obliged, 
and by humane Law (the preſer- 
vation of the world ſo requiring) 
conſtrained to undergo ſuch hard- 
ſhips for the maintenance, and 
education of their children, it is 
fit and neceſſary they ſhould be 
ſupported and encouraged in the 
bearing them by reciprocal obli- 
gations in children to return them 
dutifull reſpe&, obſervance, and 
requital ; the world could not 
well ſubſiſt without children be- 
ing engaged to theſe duties : there 
were no reaſon to exact, there 
were no ground to expect, that 
parents ſhould cheerfully and 
faithfully diſcharge their part, 
upon other terms. 
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To this Precept there is added 
a Promiſe (and it 1s, as S. Paul 
Epb.6.%. obſerveth, the firff precept, that 


hath a promiſe tormally annexed ; 
whereby he enforceth his exhor 
tation to the obſervance thereof. ) 


That thy days may be 
long upon the land, 
vohich the £o2d thy 
God giveth thee, 


So God expreſly promiſeth to 
bleſs dutitull children with a long 
life in the comfortable poſleſſion 


1--6« C:deye Of thoſe good things, which he 
prtend! & ſhould beſtow upon them ; this 


PLLIS 


was the moſt oft reward, expli- 
citly covenanted to the Jews, in 
regard to their obedience : there 
is allo implyed a commination of 
a contrary curſe from God upon 
the infringers of this Law, that 
they ſhould cither be immaturely 
cut 
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cut off from life ( as. Abimelech 


and Abſalom were upon this ſcore) 
or ſhould draw on a wretched lite 
in baniſhment from the contents 
thereof ; by which things reſpec- 
tively are intimated to us the re 
wards of . piety in this kind, or 
the puniſhments of impiety in the 
turure ſtate, whereot the land 
here. mentioned was a ſhad; WW , 
or figure : what length of days 
in Canaan was to them, that to 
us is immortal life in heaven : 
what being excluded thence was 
then,that now 1s everlaſting death, 


or baniſhment into the regions of 


miſery. 

[ might alſo note the congrui- 
ty of the reward propounded, that 
hn who are gratctull to thoſe 
from whom, in ſubordination to 
God, they received lite, ſt all by 
God's diſpenſation enjoy that lite 
long and well; and that they 
who neglect the authours ot their 
life, ſhall ſoon be deprivecl of it, 

or 
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Deut. 26, 20, 


Plal. 27. 29. 


Pial IT. 9, its 


Pizl. 4, 124 
£2, 16, 
Prov. 5 16, 
Iewt. 25. 15+ 


or of its comforts. But I find 
the ſame reward aſſigned to the 
diligent obſervers of other duties; 
particularly to them, who are 
juſt in their dealings; to them 
who are charitable ro the poor ; 
to them who are meek and pati- 
ent ; to them who confide in 
God ; and to all good men that 
obey God's commandments. 

I ſhall onely add farther, that 
we may, according to analogy 
and like ground of reaſon, reduce 
unto this Commandment the ob- 
ligation we have to honour all 
thoſe, who perform toward us 
beneficial offices like unto thoſe, 
which we receive from our pa- 
rents ; thoſe who preſerve our I 
life by relief, _ or de- 
fence ; thoſe who afford us main- 
tenance, or education ; thoſe who 
watch over us for the good of our 
body, or of our foul ; thoſe who 
inſtruCt us, or adviſe us : ſuch are 
our Governours and Magiſtrates 


either 
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either Political or Eccleſiaſtical ; 


our Benefactours and Patrons ; 
our Schoolmaſters, and Tutours ; 
our eſpecial faithtull Friends; and 
the like; But I paſs forward. 


In the ſubſequent Precepts are 
contained the prime rules of ju- 
ſtice toward our neighbour ; the 
obſervation of which is not one- 
ly moſt equal and reaſonable in 
it ſelf, but neceſary tor the pre- 
ſervation of civil ſociety, and pub- 
lick peace among men ; for the 
procurement of our fate, and plca- 
fant living and converſing in the 
World ; men thereby being fecu- 
red in the quiet enjoyment of 
God's gifts, and the fruits of their 
induſtry, and of whatever 1s dear 


. Jand precious to them ; of their 


lives firſt ; then ot the comtorts 
of their conjugal ſtate ; of their 
poſſeſſions ; of their reputations ; 
the laws reſpetting theſe being 
here diſpoſed in order, according 


ro 


An Expoſition of 


to the value of their reſpective 
objets, in the nature of things, 
or in the opinion of men, or in 
regard to the conſequences ariſing 
irom them. 


». Cm- Thou ſhalt not kill, 


mandment. 


Of all good gifts conferr'd up 
on us none (according to the na- 
tural and common eſteem of men) 
's more precious than lite it ſelt, 
the foundation of enjoying the 
reſt. God hath therefore refer: 
ved the diſpoſal of it entirely to 
himſelt, as bis ſpecial prerogative: 
neither he that hath it, nor any 
other perſon having abſolutely 
any juit power or right over it ; 
No man can takeaway atty man's 
life, but by commiſſion or licence} ,, 
from God, reaſonably preſumed} 1, 
to be granted by him : So may} ,, 
God (the abſolute King of thef} 
World) be ſuppoſed to have com-J , 
mitted 
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mitted to lawtfull Magiſtrates, as 
his Vice-gerents and Officers, in 
his name and behalf, upon reaſo- 
nable cauſe, for preſervation of 
publick juſtice, peace, and order, 
in a lawtull courſe of juſtice, to 
diſpoſe of mens lives, who have 
forteited them to the Law : (The 
Magiſtrate, as S. Paul faith, 5ea- 
reth not the ſword in wain; for 
he ts the miniſter of God ; an a- 
venger to execute wrath upon him 
that doth evil.) He hath not 


forbidden Sovereigns (in caſe of 


neceſſity, and when amicable 
means will not prevail) to main- 
tain the fatety or welfare of the 
Societies entruſted to rheir care, 
even by armed violence, againſt 
ſuch as wrongfully invade them, 
or any wiſe harm them, and will 
not otherwiſe be induced to for- 
bear doing ſo; in which caſe the 
reſolution of ſuch differences (in- 
ſomuch as they cannot be tried 
at any other bar, or compoſed by 
other 
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other means) is reterred to God's &| © 
arbitrement ; who 1s the Lord of N 1 
Hoſts, the Sovereign ProteCtour } f 
of right, and diſpenſer of ſucceſs; {| V 
the Souldier in a juſt cauſe being || ® 
then his Miniſter, and carrying a || © 
tacit commiſſion trom him. God || © 
alſo may be ſuppoſed rogether d 
with life, with a natural love to || © 
it, with means to preſerve it, to | L 
have imparted to every man a || £ 
right to defend his life, with its || © 
neceſfry ſupports, againſt unjuſt, Þ 
extreme, and inevitable violence | £ 
upon it, or them : the ſhughter {t 

Is 


therefore, which may happen in 
theſe caſes (or in the like, where- Þ © 
in God hath plainly by a general } 
order, or by ſpecial command, or ſo 
by permiſſion reaſonably ſuppoſed, | C: 
conferred on any perſon a power | 
over his neighbour's lite, in the | © 
maintenance of God's own ho- | © 
nour, or in fubſerviency to pub- Þ '< 
lick good) is not concerned in the | 2! 
deſign, or meaning of this Pre- | fo 


cept : 
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cept : for he that kills another, 
in a way not irregular, as a Mi- 
niſter of juſtice, or in a lawfull 
War as a Souldier authorized by 
a Sovereign power here under 
God, or for his own juſt and ne- 
ceſſary defence, doth not, accor- 
ding to the intent of this Law, 
tif] ; but rather God himſelf, the 
Lord of life and death, doth then 
kill ; the authority of killing fo 
being derived from him, and his 
work being done thereby : Yex- 
geance is his, and he fo (by his in- 
{truments) repays if. But here 
is forbidden all other volunta 

taking away our neighbour's lite, 
when a man aCts as a private per- 
ſon ; without juſt and nt) 
| cauſe, in any illegal or irregular 
way ; upon what motive, prin- 
ciple, or end foever (whether it 
be out of hatred, ſpight, envy, 
revenge; for our preſumed fafery, 
or pretended reparation of honour; 
for promoting what intereſt, or 
procu- 
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| procuring what ſatisfaCtion ſoever 
to our ſelves) by what means ſo- 
ever, cither by direct violence, 
or by traudulent contrivance ; in 
an open, or clandeſtine manner ; 
immediately by our ſelves, or by 
means of others ; by adviſing, 
encouraging, any wile becoming 
inſtrumental, or acceſſory thereto. 
This is the crime expreſly pro 
hibited ; but a poſitive 4 ) 
ſhould alſo be underſtood ; that 
we are obliged, ſo far as we are 
able, to preferv2 our neighbour's 
life ; by relieving him in extreme 
need, by ſuccouring him in 'ex- 
treme danger ; by admoniſhing 
him. of any deſtructive miſchiet, 
when he appears tending una- 
wares thereinto ; the neglect of 
which things argueth a murthe 
rous diſpoſition toward our neigh 
bour, 15 in reaſonable eſteem, and 
in Gods ſight a killing of him; 
for we miſtake, it we think with 
Cain, that we are not our 6ro- 
ther 
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ther's keepers, or are not bound 
_ we are able to preſerve his 
lite. 

The violation of which Com- 
mandment is certainly the moſt 
heinous ſin, that can be commit- 
ted of all thoſe; which are not 
immediately directed againſt God 
himſelf, or the perſons which pe- 
culiarly repreſent him ; and a fin 
which never caneſcape vengeance 
and due puniſhment from him. 
It is the greateſt wrong to God ; 
it is the extremeſt injury to our 
neighbour ; it is the higheſt fort 
of uncharitableneſs ; it is a princi- 


pal offence againſt publick ſociety. 


1. It sanexceeding wrong and 
affront done unto God ; in aſſu- 
ming the diſpoſal of his gitts ; in 
diſpoſſeſſing him of his rights, by 
robbing him of a creature, of his 
child, his ſervant, his ſubject (one 
whoſe lite is precious to him, and 
toward whom he beareth a = 

N 
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der regard) an uſurping in a 
high way his Sovereign Autho- 
rity, his Throne of Majeſty, his 
Tribunal of Juſtice, his Sword 
of Vengeance ; to omit the ſacri- 
lege (as Phils ſpeaks) committed 
herein by violating God's own 
Image, which every man doth 
bear 


2. It is alſo' an extreme mjury 
to the perſon, who 15s thereby 
deprived of an unvaluable good, 
which can no wiſe be repaired, 
or compenſated : he that loſes his 
life, doth therewith loſe all the 
good he polleſſeth, or is capable 
of here, without any poſhbiliry 
of recovering it again : the ta- 
king theretore of hte can be no 
furable revenge, no reaſonable 
fatisfaCtion for any injury or da- 
mage received ; it infinitely, in 
2 manner, furpaſſeth all the evil, 
which any man can ſuſtain from 
another in his eſtate, or fame, or 
welfare of any kind ; for thoſe 
things 
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things have their meaſure, and 
may be capable of ſome reparation, 
but this 1s altogether extreme and 
irreparable; and therefore doth 
include greateſt - iniquity : add 
hereto, that not onely all rempo- 
of is hereby at once ravi- 
from a man, but the ſoul al- 
ſo of the perſon may incur the 
reateſt damage or hazard in re- 
to its future eſtate by being 
thus ſnatched away : the ſlayer 
not onely robbeth his brother of 
his temporal life, but of his time 
of repentance, and opportunity of 
making peace with God. 
3- It is alfo the higheſt uncha- 
ritablenefs to deal thus with our 
nerghbour ; arguing that nothing 


| of good-will, of pity, of humant- 


ry toward him 1s left in us: to 
tate his brother to the death is 
the utmoſt pitch of hatred. If in 
imitation of, our Saviour, and out 
of reſpe&t to him we ought (as 
S. Fohn inſtruceth us) to be wil. 
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Matt, $. 21+ 


ling to.lay down our lives for our 
brethren ; how enormous a crime, 
how oppoſite to Chriſtian charity 
is it to take away our brother's 
lite ? 

4. It is likewiſe a main offence 
againſt the publick ; not onely 
by unlawtully bereaving it of a 
member and ſubje&t, but to its 
prejudice and diſhonour (yea fo 
tar as lies in us to its ſubverſion 
and diſſolution) aſſuming to our 
ſelves, pulling away from it its 
rights, and prerogatives of judg- 
ment. 


Such briefly is the dire& in- 
tent, and importance of this Law ; 
but our Saviour in his comment 
hereon hath explained and exten- 
ded it farther, ſo as to interdict 
all, that any wiſe approaches in 
nature, or in effect tends unto 
this heinous evil: he means to 
obſtruct all the ſprings, and ex- 
tirpate all the roots thereof ; fuch 
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as are raſh, cauſcleſs, outragious, 
inveterate anger, contumelious 
and deſprghttull language, refer- 
ving grudges, or ſpight in our 
Ayer 1 nba ſpeedily 
to reconcile our ſelves to them, 
who have done us injury or dif- 
pleaſure 3 for theſe things as they 
commonly do produce the a&t of 
murther, ſo they argue inclinati- 
ons thereto (which it fear and 
ſelt-reſpett did not reſtrain, would 
produce it), and conſequently in 
moral accompt, which regardeth 
not ſo much the a&t as the will, 
are of the ſame quality therewith; 
however they ariſe from the ſame 
bitter root of t uncharitable- 
neſs ; upon which ſcore S. John 
telleth us, that He that hateth 1 Joh, 3.15,17. 
his brother is a murtherer ; and 
conſequently in effect all malice, 
and ſpight, envy, hatred, malig- 
nity, rancour, immoderate, and 
pertinacious anger, and animoſity 
are here prohibited. 

N 3 Thou 
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w. c- Thou ſhalt not commit 
_m—_— adultery. 


Alter life (if after that, for this 
command in the Greet Tranſla. 
tion of Exodus (though not in 
Deuteronomy ) in ſome places of 
the New Teſtament, and in ſundry 
ancient Writers 1s placed betore 
that againſt murther ) nothing 
commonly 1s more dear to men, 
than the comforts of their conju- 
gal eſtate ; the enjoyment of that 
ſpecial affeftion, and friendſhip, 
together with thoſe inſtances of 
benevolence, which by divine in- 
ſtitution and mutual contract, ra- 
tified by moſt facred and ſolemn 
promiſes of fidelity, are reſerved 
peculiar to that ſtate : which en- 
cloſures therefore of his neigh- 
bour whoever ſhall invade, or 
treſpaſs upon, who ſhall any wiſe 
looſe or fackea thoſe holy bands, 
| who 
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who ſhall attempt the affeftion, 
or chaſtity of his neighbour's wite, 
doth well grievouſly offend God, 
and commurteth (as Joſeph, when 
he was tempted thereto, did call 
it) a great evil againſt God, a+ 
=— is neighbour, againſt him. 
elt, againſt the common ſociety 
of men. He violateth an inſtitu- 
tion, to which God hath afixed 
eſpecial marks of reſpe&t , and 
ſanctity ; he wounds his neigh- 
bour's honour, and intereſt in the 
moſt tender part , wherein the 
content of his mind and comfort 
of his life are moſt deeply concer- 
ned : he as much (or rather more) 
diſhonoureth and abuſeth: humſelf, 
not onely by committing a fact 
of fo high injuſtice, but by ma- 
king himſelf acceſſory to the ba- 
ſeſt perfidiouſneſs that can be. 


[ Whoſo committeth adultery, Lac- Prov. 6. 34. 


teth underſtanding ; he that doth 
it, deſtroyeth his own ſoul; a 
wound and diſhowonr ſhall he get, 
N 4 and 
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Job g1. 12- 


and bis reproach ſhall not be wi- 
ped away ; for jealoufie is the rage 
of a man, therefore be will mot 
ſpare in the day of vengeance ; he 
will mot r Ns any ranſome, nee 
ther will be reſt content though 
thou gioeſt many gifts. | He allo 
offendeth againſt the publick qui- 
et, and weltare, breeding inextri- 
cable contuſions, and implacable 
diſſenſions in families, fo that 
hardly from any other cauſe ſuch 
tragical events have iſſued as from 
this : in fine this crime 1s, as Philo 
calls it, 59»rev, xa} Drogygtonlor aN- 
xajact, a loathſome unrighteouſneſs, 
moſt odious to God ; and a fire 
(as Job repreſenteth it) that con- 
ſumeth to deſtruction, 

But we muſt further alſo con- 
ſider, that a&ts of this kind con- 
tain alſo in them another evil ; 
that perſons committing them do 
not onely ſo highly wrong their 
neighbour, but defile themſelves 
alſo by the fouleſt turpitude ; in 

| which 
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which reſpe& rhe prohibition of 
all unlaytull and irregular fatis- 
tations to luſttull appetite ; all 
compliance with that great ene- 
my of our ſouls, the fleſh; all 
kinds of impurity and laſciviouſ- 
neſs, not in a&t onely, but in 
thought, in ſpeech, in geſture may 
be reduced to this Law : Our Mat. $14 
Lord himſelf doth fo interpret it, 
; | as to make it include a forbidding 
| | of all unchaſt defires ; and Chri- 
| | ſttanity doth in a moſt ſtrict and 
» | ſpecial manner oblige us to all 
- | kinds of ſobriety and modeſty, 
, | of chaſtity and purity in body 
and ſpirit ; injoining us to ab/tarn r Par. 2. 11. 
from all fleſbly Iuſts, as enemies to 
our ſouls, to mortifie our fleſhly Cololl. 3. 5. 
j. |} members ; to poſſeſs our veſſels (or 1 Tvel. 4. 4 
- | bodies) in ſanttity and honour ; 
not to have any impurity, or fil- ®ph. 5. 3 
thineſs ſo a as named among 
ws; nor to ſuffer a foul word to tyh. 4.29. 
proceed out of our mouth ; not to 


defile our bodies, conſecrated un- x Cor, 4 17 
« 19, 19. 
to 
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vn. Com- 


to God, and made temples of the 
Spirit ; excluding perſons 
—_ ty of ſuch things trom any 
title, or capacity of entring into 
God's Kingdom ; 1n fine repreſen- 
ting all ſuch practices as moſt dif- 
honourable to us, moſt diſpleaſi 
to God, moſt grievous to God's 
Holy Spirit (the fountain of all 
vertue and goodneſs) moſt con- 
trary to the nature and deſign of 
our Religion, and moſt tlnds 
tive of our fouls. 


Thou ſhalt not ſteal, 


That every man ſhould quiet- 
ly enjoy thoſe ſupports and thoſe 
conveniencies of life, which in 
any honeſt manner (by God's 
bounty immediately diſpenſing it, 
or by God's bleſſing upon his in- 
duſtry) he hath acquired the poſ- 
ſeſſion of, or right unto, as all 
reaſon and equity do require, ſo 
it 
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it muſt be acknowledged abſo- 
lutely neceſſary tor the preſerva- 
tion of common peace, and the 
maintenance of civil ſociety a- 
mong men : to ſecure which pur- 
poſes, and to encourage honeſt in- 
duſtry, this Law prohibiteth all 
des, or uſurpation by any 
means whatever (cither by open 
violence, and extortion ; or by 
clandeſtine fraud, and ſurrepti- 
on) of our neighbours proper 
goods and rights : He that in 
any way, againſt his neighbour's 
knowledge or will, getteth into 
his power, or detaineth therein 
what doth in equity belong to 
his neighbour, and which he can 
reſtore to him , doth tranſgreſs 
againſt the intent of this Law ; 
as we ſee it interpreted in Levi- 
ticus ; where it is thus expreſſed : 


T hou ſhalt not defraud thy neigh- Levi. ry. 14. 


bour, nor rob him : defrauding by 
cunning practice, is no leſs for- 
bidden, than robbing by violent 
lOrce. 
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g cor.6.%. force. Any wiſe 2ow54gay (that 
is, to deprive our neighbour of his 
Tit.2.1s. due) wopZew, to purioin, or (b 
ſubtle and fly conveyance) to ſe 
parate any part of our neighbour's 
: Tel 4.6. ſubſtance from hum ; TA aortas, 
to exatt, or extort any thing more 
than enes due, <arbabcw cx mol 
Texyuan, to go beyond, or over. 
reach our neig r in dealing ; 
to delude and cozen him by falſe 
ſpeeches, or fallacious pretences, 
are acts in S. Pax/'s expreſſion, to 
be referred hither ; as ſo many 
ſpecial ats of theit. I cannot 
ſtand to reckon up all the ſorts of 
unrighteouſneſs included here, or 
Prov. ue. 18. Icclucible to this matter (ſuch as, 
uk. 9:12” beſide down-right rapine and chea- 
15, 716 ting, are, foul dealing in bargains 


Hol. $ | 
ames8.5. and contracts; uſing talſe weights, 
Deut. 25. 13. | 

Levir. xg. x3. and meaſures, withholding the 


——— pledge, detaining the labourer's 


hf. wages from him ; the exerciſing 
vexatious, biting, and devouri 
uſurics; removing bounds of pol- 

ſeſſion 
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ſeſſion, oppreſſing by undue, or 


rigorous exaction, corrupting ju- 

ſlice for reward or favour, raiſing 

gain by unlawtull and ſhametull 

arts, or practices ; conſenting, or 

ſharing with, adviſing, or inſtiga- 

ting to theſe, and the like acts ; 

theſe I fhall not particularly inſiſt 

upon) but ſhall onely ſay, that 

God expreſſcth great indignation 

againſt, and threatneth moſt ſe- 

verely to puniſh all acts of this 

kind : For al (faith he) that ds Deuts 14. 16. 

ſuch things (ſuch as uſe deceittull 

meaſures in trade), and all that do 

wnrighteouſneſs are an abomination 

wnto the Lord, thy God : tie; 5 

Srl; 20) mrayruv TusTWw, God (faith 

5 Paul ſpeaking againſt the cir- ; Tex, 4 6. 

cumventing, and defrauding, our 

neighbour) s an avenger for all 

theſe kinds of things : Nor indeed 

is the Goſpel more ſevere in de- 

nunciation of puniſhment againſt 

any crime than this : Anow ye not, t Cori 6.g- 

that unjuſt perſons (lah S. Pas, 
meaning 


190 


An Erpoſition of 


Eph. 4. u5. 


x Thefl. 4+ 12% 
2 Thell. 8. 12. 


Phil 4. 11, 


meaning this ſort otunjuſt y_y 
ſo moſt properly and ſtrictly cal. 
led) hall not inherit the kingdom 

God ; and xAlmai, ow. wr 
eemzys , thieves , exattors (or 
cheaters) and rapacious perſons 
make a good party in the cata- 
logue of thoſe, who ſhall be ex- 
cluded from eternal bliſs. 

I ſhould add the poſttive duties, 
here to be underſtood, and reterr'd 
to this matter, the whichare com: 
mended to us in Scripture ; ſuch 
are, diligence and induſtry in our 
calling, whereby with God's bleſ. 
ſing we may ſupport our ſelves, 
preyenting the need, and eſcaping 
the temptation of encroachment 
upon our neighbour's property ; 
(whereby we may, as Saint Paul 
ſpeaketh, have need of nothing, 
may eat our own bread, may even 
have wherewith to impart to the 


weeds 4 others ) contentment in 
rTw-6 Ss that eſtate, 


Prov. 30.8. 


wherein God hath 
placed us, how mean ſoever ; tru- 
ſting 
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ſting in God, and relying u 
then and care upon him; who hath 


promiſed fo ſuſtain MS ; who hath Heb. 13. 5. 


ſaid, that he will never leave, or 
forſake ws; laſtly, charitable relief 
of our neighbour in his need; for 
in ſuch a caſe our neighbour hath 
a title to the goods we poſlels ; 
derived from the appointment and 
donation of God, who is the abſo- 
lute proprietor of all we have, we 
being onely his ſtewards, and dif. 
penſers thereot according to the 
rules he: hath declared ; fo that if 
we do not according to his order, 
ſupply our' poor neighbour, we 
are in juſt eſtimation, we ſhall 
in God's judgment appear to be 


| thieves, both in reſpect to God 


himſelf, and to our neighbour ; 
for that we thereby derain from 
God what by original right is his, 
and bereave our neighbour of 
what God hath beſtowed on him. 


Thou 


| : Plal, $$. 23- 
his providence ; caſtizg our bur- 1 pe. 4 7. 


Mi. 
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* co» Thou ſhalt not bear 
falſe witneſs againſt 
thy neighbour, 


"Tis in the Hebrew, Thou ſhalt 
wot anſwer (to wit being exami- 
ned, or adjured in judgment ) 
againſt thy neighbour as a falſe 
witneſs; fo «that primarily , it 
ſeems, bearing falſe teſtunony F * 
againſt our neighbour (eſpeciall 
in matters of capital, or of hi oh 
concernment to him) 1s vrohibi 
ted : yet that not onely thus great 
crime, but that all injurious (e- 
ven extrajudicial) prejudicing our 
neighbour's reputation, and con- 
lequently of his ſafety , or I's | 
welfare in any fort, is forbidden, 
we may collect from that expli- 
cation of this Law, or that paral- 
lc] Law, which we have in Levi- 

Levit. 19.16. ficus : Thou ſhalt not ('tis there 
. faid) go up and down as a talebearer 
among 


=» =. 
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among thy people ; neither ſhalt 
thou ſtand againſt the bloud (4 thy 
neighbour : as a talebearer, TIT. _ mk. 
that is, a merchant, or trader in 

ill reports and ſtories concerning 

our neighbour, to his prejudice ; 
defaming him, or detracting trom 

him, or breeding in the minds af 

men an ill opinion of him ; which 

vile and muſchievous practice is 
otherwhere under ſeveral names 
condemned and reproved ; ſuch 

are muttering : (The words of 4 9191.83.13? 
mutterer, faik he Wiſe man, are 

as wounds, going into the inner- 

moſt parts of the belly ) : whiſpe- Sx. 5. 14, 
ring, 4kIveiouds we have often in 
the Sor of Sirach, and in S. Payd 3 <5 13. 20, 
mentioned with a bad charatter, © 
or with prohibition, and reproof : 
Jopplenting ; (fo in the good man's #«. :5.3. 2217 
deſcription, Pſal. x 5. 'tis faid, Fe 

ſupplants not with his tongue, 10 


the word ſignifies) detrattion or 2 Cor. 12. 25, 


backbiting (xamMaMd, which is kom. +. 3% 
ſo often in the Apoſtolical Writings ***** 
O forbid- 
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—— $. forbidden, and reprehended ; flan- 


——if A { der, or calumny, and ſycophantry ; 
+ 14 thatis, opprefling, abuſing, or any 
way harming men by falſe tales, 
ſuggeſtions, or pretences ; which 
ſort of praftices how baſe they 
are in themſelves (nothing bein 
more unworthy of an honeſt = 
ingenuous mind, nothing more 
ugly to the judgment ot them, 
who have ary ſenſe of goodneſs) 
how contrary they are to juſtice, 
which doth not permit us to 
wrong our neighbour, as well in 
his credit and good name, as in 
his other goods (for they perhaps 
may be as much valued by him, 
may _—_—_ of as much conſe- 
quenceto him, asany thing that he 
hath) which bindeth us to abſtain 
from hurting hum as well in word, 
|= ma A in deed; | oppoſite they are 
to charity, which obligeth us to 
think the beſt of our neighbour, 
and to endeavour that others alſo 
may do ſo; to conceal his real 
faults 
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faults and blemiſhes ; much more 
not to deviſe, and affix falſe ones 
to him ; not to gather and dif. 
perſe ill reports to his prejudice z 
of how miſchievous conſequence 
alſo they are, breeding ill will, 
and ſowing ſtrife in all Societies 
both publick, and private (even 
ſeparating chief | friends, as the Prov. 16. a8. 
Wiſe man telleth us) common 
ſenſe, and experience do ſhew : 
they conſequently muſt be very 
odious in the ſight of God, who 
loveth the peace and welfare of 
men ; and very offtenfive to men, 
who do the miſchiets ſpringing 
from them. 

To this Law may be reduced 
our obligations to be candid int 
our opinions, and diſcourſes con- 
cerning others (according to Seint 
Paul's excellent deſcription of = Cr. t7: 
charity :) to forbear all raſh and 
harſh cenſure, as you know our 
Sqviour in his moſt divine Sermon 
on the Mownt chargeth us ; to be 
O 2 vera- 
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Plal. uS. 2. 


Zech. $. 16. 


— 
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veracious, ſincere and faithfull in 
all our converſation ; which du- 
ties are ſo often taught and pref. 
ſed in both Teſtaments : Te ſha 
ot (faith the Law ) ſteal, nor deal 
falſely, nor lye one to another ; and, 
To walk uprightly, and work righ- 
teouſneſs, and ſpeak the truth from 
his heart, are the firſt lineaments 
in the good man's character drawn 
by the P/almiſt : and, Theſe are 
the things ye ſhall do (faith God 
in the Prophet) ſpeak ye every man 
the truth to his neighbour ; EXE= 
cute the judgment of truth, aud 
peace in your gates : And in the 
New Teſtament, 79 /ay afide Iy- 
ing, to ſpeak the truth every man 
with his neighbour ; to lay afide 
all malice, all guile, aft hypocrifies, 
envyings and backbitings are Apo- 
flolical commands. 
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Thou ſhalt not covet thy, 
neighbour's houſe ; 
thou ſhalt not covet 
thy neighbour's wite ; 
no? his man-ſervant, 
no? his maid-ſerbant, 
no2 his ore, no? his 
a(s,no2 any thingthat 
1s thy neighbour's. 


This Law is comprehenſive, 
and recapitulatory (as it were) of 
the reſt concerning our neigh- 
bour, preſcribing univerſal juſtice 
toward him (whence S. Markt it 
ſeems meaneth to render it in 


one word, by jw dem5eohs, Ae Wark 0. 4. 


prive not, or bereave not your 
neighbour of any thing) and this 
not onely in outward deed, and 
dealing, but in inward thought, 
and deſire, the ſpring, whence 
rhey 


—_— 
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mate. 14. rg. they do iſſue forth (for, from the 


heart, as our Saviour teacheth, 
do =_ roceed evil thoug, htt, murthers, 
[teries raidetlivpWf, falſe 
witneſs, blaſphemits ). we are bli- 
ged to be ealday! from maranieg 
our neighbour of any thing 
belonging to hith ; that we are 
- not ſo much a4'to wiſh, or deſire 
it 4 not onely to abſtain from in- 
jurious ation, | but. £o repreſs co- 
veto. inclinatians : , wherein. is 
alſo implyed, that we ſhould have 
a delight and complacence in our 
neighbour's good ; not envying 
him any enjoyment ; —_y In 
our minds content with the 
tion God pleaſeth ro vouchſate nn 
and entirely truſting in him, that 
he will ſupply us with what 1s 
needtull or befitting to us, with- 


out the damage ot our nei 


Roms 7- 7514+ bour. Thus God's Law i as Saint 


Paul obſerved) ſpiritual ; not one- 


ly reſtraining exteriour acts, but 
regulating our inmoſt thoughts, 
quelling 


= 5 OE... a. as. a. Jt. 
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quelling all inordinate appetites 

and affteftions of heart within us; 

the which may be extended fo as 

to reſpe&t not onely matrers of 

juſtice roward our neighbour, but 

all obje&ts whatever of our prac- 

tice ; ſo as to import that, which 

in the Chriftian Law is fo fre 

quently mjoined us, as the life 

of our Religion, c:rcumciſing our Rom. 2. 29, 
hearts, erucifying the fleſh with Phil. 3. 3. 
its paſſions and > Find mortifying cool. x. 1, 
Our earthly members , putting to Gu 3 24+ 
death by the ſpirit the deed; of Rom. 6.6, 
the be, putting off the old man, Col. 3- 52-11, 
which wu corrupted according to de. *v.4.22- 
ceitfull Infts > x EmPuurocys , Rom 8.13 
thou ſhalt not unkhwhully or ir- 
regularly defire doth, according 

to the ſpiritual intent, import all 

this. 


— 


I have done; and ſhall onely 
add, that the ſum and end of 
theſe, and all other good Laws, 
of all Religion, and all our Duty 
is 
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« Tim, I. £- 


is (as we often are taught in the 
New Teſtament) comprized 1n 
thoſe two Rules, of Loving God 
with all our heart , and, Loving 
our neighbour as our ſelves ; \ert- 
ouſly and honeſtly attending un- 
to which we; can hardly fail of 
knowing what in any caſe our 
duty is ; It remains that we em- 
ploy our beſt care and endeavour 
on the conſcientious practice there. 
of; imploring therewith the af- 
ſiſtance of God's grace, and that 
g00d Spirit, which God hath moſt 
graciouſly promiſed to thoſe, who 
duly ask it, by which alone we 
can be enabled to keep God's 
Commandments: To him be all 
glory and praiſe. Amen, 
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The Sacraments, 


[ is a peculiar excellency of ,. g2;2. 6; 
our Religion, that it doth 
not much employ mens care, 
pains, and time, abqurt mat+ 
ters of ceremomal obſervance z 
but dorh chiefly (and in a mans 
ner wholly) exerciſe them in 
works of (ubſtantial duty, agree» 
able to reaſon, perftective of 
man's nature, productive of true 
glory to God, and ſolid benefit 
to men. Its deſign w not to as 
muſe our fancies with empty 

ſhews, nor to take up gur cr» 

P 2 dea- 


The Docrine of - 


deavours in fruitleſs performan- 
ces, but to render us truly good, 
and like unto God ; firſt in in- 
terior diſpoſition of mind, then 
in exterior practice ; full of 
hearty love and reverence to 
God, of tender charity and good 
will toward men, of moderati- 
on and purity in the enjoyment 
of theſe things ; of all true pic- 
ty and vertuez whereby we may 
become qualified for that life of 
bliſs wkich it tendereth and pro- 
miſeth ; for converſation in that 
holy Society above, to which it 
deſigneth and calleth us. Yet be- 
cauſe Fancy is naturally a avedi- 
za, and an effectual inſtrument 
of attion; and becauſe > 
It bath «ſpeci objeRts are apt [trongly to affect 
_—— our minds ; 1t hath pleaſed the 


£4445 in fit meaſure, and to fandify 
them to thoſe good purpoſes, by 
appointing ſome few ſolemn and 
fgnificant Rites to be obſerved 


by 


& awd 4 divine Wiſdom to apply them, 
a | 
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by us, being in their own nature 
proper on. uſeful, and by God 

deſigned to declare his mind, and 

gracious intents to us; to confign 

and convey his Grace into our 

Souls, to confirm our Faith in 

him, to raiſe our devotion to- 

ward him, to quicken our reſo- 

lutions of obeying his Will ; to 

enable and excite us to the pra- 

dice of thoſe great Duties which, 

he requireth of us : * Or Lord ger lent juno 
Teſws Chriſt, faith S. Auſtin, hath fuo nos ſubdi. 


dir, & farcinz 


ſubjeFed ws to bis gentle yoke, and evi; Unde Sas 


light burthen ; whence with Sacra- cramentis nu- 


wents moſt few in number, moi} m—_ 
eaſy for obſervance, moſt excellent = facillions, 
: : nifkcatione 
in ſignification he bound together \8"ncarone 


the ſociety of new people, And, \ cietatem no- 


| The mercy of God (ſaith he again ) vi populi col- 


would have Religion free, by the CE- ”—_ = 
lebration of a moſt few, and motit Trinitatis no- 


mine conſecra- 
clear Sacraments. tus, communi 

catio Corporis 
& Sanguinis ipfius ; & fiquid aliud in Scripeuris Canonicis 
commendarur, &c. Zx.11s. Religicnem paucifſimis, & ma. 
nifeſtiflimis ceebrationum Sacramenris milericordia Dei libe.. 
ram eſſe yoluir, 1d, Zp, 119. Of 


at 4 
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| Of theſe there appear two 
(and S. Axftin in the place cited 
could inſtance in no more) of 
general and principal uſe, mitt- 
tated by our Lord bimlſclt; 
which, becauſe they repreſent ta 
us ſomewhat not ſubject to (enle, 
and have a ſecret + nn upon 
us; becauſe what is intended by 
them, 1s not immediately dil- 
eermible by what s done, with- 
out ſome explication, ( their tigy 
nificancy being not wholly 
grounded in the nature, bur de- 
pending upon arbitrary inſtru» 
tion, as that of words, which is 
of kin to them s whence S. 4u- 
ſein calls a Sacrament, Verlam 04- 
fbile) have uſually been called 
Myſteries, ( that is, ations of a 
cloſe and occult gmportance, of 
deeper meaning and deſign, than 
15 obvious to ordinary percepti- 
on) and thence are alſo called 
Eacraments, for no other reaſon, 
I conceive, then becaufe the an- 
cicnteſ} 


i a A. nd. ei. bees EE EE xt TX >. nn en in WF A 3 _ 


— the Sacraments. 215 


cienceſt tranſlators of the Bible 

into Lativ, did utually render 

the word woe,wu by the word 

Sacrament whence every 

thing containing under « ſome- 

what of abſtruſe meaning, s by 

ancient Writers termed a Sacre- 

mend. (So Tertullian calls all Chri- 

ſtianity the Sacrament of Chni- , 

ftian Religionz and * Elfds's ——_— 

Ax he calls the Sacrament of tura diferte & 

Wood; and S. Auſtin peaks of ?73* 9 

the Sacrament of Bread, of Fiſh, 

of Numbers, of the Rock, &e. 

Ia ſhort, he ſays of all Signs, 

That when they belong to divine 

things they are called Sacraments t ; ha — 

which ſhews to bow ſmall pyr- comeniance 

pole the diſputes are,yea on what us Oe 

ſmall grounds the decrees are, gun, —_ 

concerning the number, general cum ad res di- 

nature, and efficacy of Sacra- , Sc. 

ments; for where a. name or form menta appel- 

of a Sacrament is of fo large, am- __ Ang. 

biguousand indeterminate fgnt- 

fication, there can be nothing but 
P 4 cons 
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confuſion in the diſputes about 
| it) But thoſe which chiefly at 
| leaſt, and in way of eminency 
have obtained this name, are 

thoſe two inſtituted by our Lord, 
"Baptiſar,and the Lords Supper ;of 
which I ſhall in order diſcourſe 5 

and fo of each, as very briefly 

to conſider the occafion of their 
inſtitution, the ations injoined 

cunts 10 them 5 the nature of them, or 
Chriſti a&io- wherein their myſtery doth con- 
—_ my. iſt, the ends for which they were 
ſieria coruſca- intended, and the effedts they 
=— Le 1 produce; together with the di- 
ſpolitions and duties (antece- 

Tone, concomitant, and conſe- 


quent) required of us in the uſe 


ju 


and prattice of them. And 
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F HF Here were, ( as the Apoſtle 
to the Hebrews telleth us) 
in ſacred uſe amon _ eWS$ 
K&pop gt parnlic pat, nds Heb. 9. 16." 
| Baptiſms. The Leary: in their _ de S596. 
| ws and Cuſtoms teach, that © 
they never did receive any per- 
fon into their Covenant, whe- 
ther that which was more ſtrict 
= which natural Jews, and 
oſeltes of Righteouſneſs were 
7 tyed) or that which was more 
| lax, with which Strangers and 
Proſclytes of the gate did com- 
_ T ply, without a Boptiſar And 
that Prieſts and Levites entring Ed. 29. 4: 
into their Office, were to be fp TY 
Gifyed by waſhing with water, 
F | we Sn lainly p refribed in theig 
| Law 3 kewiſe that all perſons, 
who had contratted any kind of 
defile- 


ec” 
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I6, 18, 27+ 
& 23.6. 


Exck. 16. 4- 


Fob. 129,32 + 


Levir. 15. $, 


defilement, were purified by the 
like Ceremony , particularly 


Numb. 19.» Children new-born, r expreſſed 


te. 


there. Moreover, that it was 
in uſe for Perſons, who were 
conſcious to themſelves of having 
trangreſled God's Law, being in 
God's Name invited by ſome 
of eminent authority (a 

phet, or hike a Prophet, one 
commiltionated by God) unto 
repentance, and amendment of 
life, to be waſhed by him, im 
teſtimony of their fiedfalt pur- 
pole to amend 3 and in hope to 
obtain pardon from God of their 
paſt offences, and to be reinſta- 
ted in his favour, appears proba+ 
ble by S. John the Baptii# his un- 
dertaking, and the ſucces there» * 
of, For if the manner of his 
proceeding had been altogether 
unuſual, and unknown, © me» 
ny it ſeems would not fb readily 
(without any ſtir or obſtacle ) 
have complyed therewith z eſpe- 
cially 
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—  —— 


cially among the Smiles and 
Phars fees, thoſe zealous adhe- 
rents to tradmonary practice, 
who to maintain their credit and 
mtereſt with the people, were 
ſo averſe from all appearrmmce of 
novelty. This practice then of 
waſhing in ſo many caſts, 2nd to 
fo many purpoſes cuſtomary a- 
mong God's people, to gnify 
mens entring mto a new ftate or 
courſe of lite, being withal moſt 
apt and proper for his deſign, 
our Bleſſed Saviowr, who never 
froured needlcs mnovations, 
was pleaſed to aſſume and rwpofe 
upon the Difeiples and foltowers 
of his Religion, accommodating 
It to thoſe holy purpoles, which 
we ſhall now endeavour to de- 
clare. 


What the action it (elf enjoin- __—_ 19. 


ed is, what the manner and form ** 
thereof,s apparent by the words 
of our Lord's inftitution 5 Go- 


ing forth therefore, Cath =_ 
teac 
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teach (or diſciple ) all Nations haps 
tizing them in the name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghof teaching them to ob- 
ſerve all things which I have com- 
wanded you. 

The Attion 1s baptizing, or 
immerſing in water ; the Object 
thereof, thoſe Perſons of any 
Nation, whom his Miniſters can 
by their inſtruftion and perſwa- 
fion render Diſciples, that is, 
ſuch as do ſincerely believe the 
truth of his Dodqrine, and (eri- 
ouſly reſolve to obey his Com- 
mandments. It is performed in 
the Name ; that is, it is miniſtred 
by the authority, and bears ſpe- 
cial relation unto the Perſons of 


the Bleſſed Trinity, as the chief _ 


Objects of the Faith profeſſed, 
and the ſole Objeds of the obe- 
dience undertaken therein ; as 
exhibiting gracious favours unto 
the pu_ baptized, and yen 
cerving ſpecial obligations 

bim. X Such 


£©_&RuR_90D- 8 + R < }_« a Aa . 


= a a. 


La 


_ MM mM—_ A mn... 4 a 


the Sacraments, 


"2 


Such is the Action it ſelf de- 
clared to be ; the myſtery there- 
of conſiſts in its being a notable 
fign to repreſent, and an authen- 
tick Seal to ratify the collation 
then made of certain great be- 
nefits to us 3; and our undertak- 
ing correſpondent dutics toward 
G 


The Benefits which God then 
ſignifies, and (upon due terms) 
engageth to confer on us, are 
theſe : 

1. The purgation or abſolu- 
tion of us from the guilt of paſt 
offences, by a free and full re- 
miſſion of them, (the which 


waſhing by Water, cleanfing 
from all ſtains, doth moſt appo- 


" | frely repreſent) and conſe- 


quently God's being reconciled 
unto us, his recei us into a 
ſtate of grace and favour, his 
freely juſtifying us, (that is, 
pw pu us, or treating us 
as juſt and. innocent Perſons, al- 

though 
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* Vid. Juſt, A- 
pol. z. Tercul 
de Bapr. &c, 


Aﬀs :2. 16. 


AQs 2. 3?. 


Ephel. 5. 16. 


x Cor,6.1t. 


though before we ſtood guilty y of 
heinous fins, and thereupon lya- 
ble to grievous puniſhments ) 
that theſe benehtrs are conferred 
mn Baperfn,many places of Scrip- 
ture plainly ſhew; { and the 
Primitive Church, with molt firm 
and unanimous conſent, did be- 
heve*.] And now (laid Ananias 
to S, Pur!) Why doft thou tarry ? 
Ariſe and be baptized, and waſh 
amy thy (jms. And, Kepent | 
( Cath S. Peter, preaching to the | 


words and lee every ore of you be 
122d for the remiſſion of tors. 
And, Ciriſs (fanh S. Par! again 
to the Eptcſians ) loved his Clareh, 
and delrcered himſelf for it, that 
ke might ſanliify it, prrging it by 
the woſhing of water, iv 64 
(that is, he echally i in Baptiſm 
d ro the members of his 
>a that mercy and remith- 
on of {ms, which 
and merned by his ). And 
gain Sub (fach be to the 
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C, Imthians ) were fone of you, 
that is, were ns It 
Son Bakn: "pay drm. 
waſbed, je have been ſanlifzed, ye 


have been juſtified ix the name of 


our Lord, and by the fyirit of our 
God ; where, having been waſh- 
ed in Chriſt's name, doth (in 
congruity with what is ſaid in 
other places ) denote Ba iſm in 
his name 4 ing andified and 
juſtified, do expreſs the firſt be- 
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; exhibit thoſe Benefits. . _, 
Quid feitinat It may be demanded, How 
>iremifficncm Children, by reaſon. of their in- 
peccuorum? mocent age, .are capable of theſe 

Benefits; how they can be 

doned, who never had offented, 
how they can be juſtified, who 
never were capable of being un- 
juſt ? I briefly anſwer, That be- 
cauſe they come from that race, 
which by ſin had forfeited God's 
favour, A. had alienated it ſelf | 
from him ; becauſe alſo they have 
in them thoſe ſeeds of pravity 
from which afterward certainly, 
life continuing, (without G 
reſtraining Grace) will hoont 
>implerur 2- forth innumerable evil ations 4 
—— therefore that God overlooking 
Ro oe. all the defetts of their nature, 
zac. both relative, and abſolute, or 
FR 19 , doth aſſume them into 
is ſpecial fayour, 1s no ſmall be- 
nefit to them, anſwerable to the 
remiſhon of aftual fin, and re+ 
ſtirution from the ſtate con- 
. | ſequent 
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ſequent thereon in others. 
2. In Baptiſm, the Gift of 
God's Holy Spirit is conferred, 
qualifying us for the ſtate into 
which we then come, and ena- 
bling us to perform the duties 
we then undertake, which other- 
wiſe we ſhould be unable to 
R_—_ 3 for purification of our 
carts from vitious inclinations, 
and deſires; for begetting holy 
diſpoſitions, and affeCtions in our 
Souls ; for to guide and inſtruct 
us, to ſuſtain and ſtrengthen us, 
to encourage and i us in 
all the courſe of Chriſtian piety : 
The which etfeCts are well alſo 
figured by water, which purifieth 
things both from inherent and 
adherent filth. That this benefit 
is annexed to Baptiſm, the Scrip- 


ture alſo teacheth us : Be bapti- agg x. 38, 


zed (faith S. Peter ) in the Name 
Chriſt to the remiſſion of (ins, 
and ye ſhall receive the gift of the 


Holy Ghoft : & i True im t Cor.t213 


Q Pn d 
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outs, We being baptized in one 
body, are made to drink of one 
OO Jpirit, faith S. Paul : And with 
afocies, the * Lever of Regeneration, 
«rezghnwns $, Pant again joineth the renove- 
a——_— tion of the Holy Ghoſt : And it is 
«30%. 11t.3.5. 
repreſented as an advantage of 
our Saviour's Baptiſm above that 
of John, that our Lord not only 
Mat, 3. 15- baptized with water to repentance, 
but with the Holy Ghoſt, and 
Fire. 
Some preventing operations 
of the Holy Gholt ( whereby 
God freely draweth Men to 
Chriſtiamty , perſuading 'their 
minds to aflent thereto, infpiring 
their hearts with reſolutions to 
comply with it) do precede Bap- 
tiſm ; but a more full communi- 
cation thereof (due by compat, 
aſlured by promiſe ) for the con- 
firming, and maintaining us in 
the firm belief, and conſtant pra- 
ice of Chriſtianity, is conſe- 
robe£1.14, quent thereon; After ye had be- 


lieved, 
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Hieved, ye were ſealed by the Holy 


Spirit of provriſe, faith S. "Pax : 
To fignify which benefit then 
conferr'd, the ancient Chriſtians 
did to Baptiſm annex the Chriſm, 
or holy Un&ion, ſignifying the 
collation of that , healing and 
chearing Spirit to the baptized 
perſon 3 that which $. Pax! may 
leem to refpet, when he faith, 
He that eftablifþeth (or confirm- 
eth) «4 with you into Chriſt, and 
who hath anointed ww, is God ; 
who alſo hath ſealed ws, and hath 
given uw the earneit of the Spirit 
in our hearts. 

3. With thoſe gifts is con” 
nected the benefit of Regenera- 
tion, nmplying our entrance 1n- 
toa new fate and courſe of lite ; 
being endowed with new facul- 
ties, diſpolitions, and capacities 
of Souls, becoming new Crea- 
tures, arid new Men, as it were, 


a the bi God 13, 14. 
_ = heme of Colol 3.10, 
s Cor. 5-174 


in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, 
Q 2 our 


2 Cor.1.21; | 


Epheſ. 2.22% 
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Exck 16.4 


— x, 


ot 
zanax|1. 


[ heocr, 


Tit. 3. 5. 
Jehn $3.5. 


our being ſanCtified in our hearts 
and lives; being mortified to 
fleſhly laſts, and worldly affeCti- 
ons 3 being quickned to a ſpirt- 
tual life, and heavenly converſa- 
tion : in ſhort, becoming in re- 
lation and in diſpoſition of mind, 
the children of God. This the 
matter, and the ation of Bap- 
tiſm doth ſet out ; for as children 
new born, (for cleanſing them 
from impurities adherent from 
the Womb) both among -the 
Jews and other people, were 
wont to be waſhed; fo are we in 
Baptiſm, ſignifying our purifica- 
tion from natural and worldly 
defilements : The merſtonalſo in 
Water,and the emerſion thence, 
doth figure our death to the for- 
mer, and receiving to a new life. 
Whence Baptiſm 1s by S. Paxl 
called the laver of Regeneration ; 
and our Lord ſaith, that, If « 
man be not born again of Water 
and the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
the 
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the Kingdow of God ; that is, 


every one becoming a Chriſtian, 
1s by Baptiſm regenerated, or put 
into a new ſtate of Life, getteth 
new diſpoſitions of Soul and 
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new relations to God. Te are Gal; 16. 


all Lon S. Paul) the children 
of God by faith in _ ; 


rine, 


rept iſo wnto 
death ; that as Chriſt was raiſed 


from the dead by the glory of the 


Father, ſo alſo we ſhould walk in 
newneſs of life. 

4: With theſe Benefits 1s con- 
joined that of being inſerted in- 
to God's Church, his family, the 
number of his choſen people, 
the myſtical body of Chriſt, 
whereby we become entirled to 
the privileges and immunities of 


that heavenly Corporation. IWWe * <01%-15- 


(faith $. Pax!) have been oll bap- 
Q 3 trzed 
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Gal. 3. 27- 


I Pet: 1. 4, 


tized in one ſpirit into one body, 
the myſtical body of Chrilt : 
And, ſo many '” > (faith he 
agam) & have been baptized into 
Crit, (into Chrilt myſtical, or 
the Church ) have put on Chriſt, 
and ye are Caddshe) all one 
Chriſt Feſws. As Profelytes among 
the Jews by Baptiſm were ad- 
mitted unto the Commumon, 
and privileges of the Jewiſh z ſo 
thereby are we received into the 
lice Communion and privileges 
of the Chriſtian, far more excel- 
BY Society. 
5- In conſequence of theſe 
there is with Baptiſm 
conferred a capacity of// a title 
ins, an affurance (under con- 
dition 'of perſevering 
and obedience to our Lord ) of 
eternal life and falvation. We 
are therein, in $. Peter's words, 
—— unto a mrs ap, an 


incorruptible f Gin, wi 
refurreion f Chriſt, 


thin 


in faith + 
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repreſented to us in this action 3 ; 
and (© therein applied, as to be- 
get in us a title and a hope to 
riſe again in like manner to a 
bliGtul life ; whence we are faid 


therein to riſe' with him : Being, Coloſ.z.12. 


faith S. Paul, buried with him mm 
Baptiſmr, wherein alſo we were 
raiſed again : whence by the two 


great Apoſtles, Baptiſm 1s ſaid to 
lave us : Baptiſm (faith S. Peter ) 


the antitype of the delivery in the * F<t-3- 21. 


flood, doth ſave ws, that is, ad- 
mitteth us into the Ark, putteth 
us into the ſure way of Salva- 


tion 3 and, Cod (faith S. Part) Tir. x. 5. 


according to kis mercy ſaved ws, by 


the laver of regeneration; and, He Mar. 16. 16. 


that ſhall believe, and ſhall be bap- 
tized, ſhall be ſaved, is our Savi- 
our's own word and promiſe ; 
ſhall be faved, that is, ſhall be 
put into a ſtate and way of fal- 
vation, continuing in which ſtate, 

proceeding in which way he al- 
luredly ſhall be faved : for Faith 
Q 4 there 
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there denoteth perſeverance in 
Faith, and Baptiſm implyeth per- 
formanceof the conditions there- 
in undertaken z which next is to 
be conſidered. 

For as this Holy Rite fignift- 
eth, and fealeth God's collation 
of ſo many great benefits on us z 
ſo it alſo implyeth, and on our 
part ratifieth our Obligation, 
then in an eſpecial manner com- 
mencing, to ſeveral moſt 1impor- 
tant duties toward him. It im- 
plyeth, that we are in mind fully 
perſuaded concerning the truth 
of that Dofrine, which God 
the Father revealed by his bleſſed” 
Son, and confirmed by the mj- 
raculous operation of the Holy 
Ghoſt ; we therein profeſs our _” 
humble and thankful embracin 
the overtures of Mercy _ 
Grace, purchaſed for us by our 
Saviour's meritorious undertak- 
ing and performances, the which 
are then exhibited and tendred 
to 
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to us; we therein declare our 
hearty reſolution to forſake all 
wicked courſes of life, repug- 
nant to the Dodrine and Ls 
of Chriſt ; fully to conform our 
lives to his Will, living thereafter 
in all piety, righteouſneſs, and 
ſobriety, as loyal Subjets, faith- 
ful Servants, and dutiful Chil- 
dren to God; mm brief, we 
therein are bound, renouncing 
all erroneous principles, all vi- 
tious inclinations, and all other 
engagements whatever, —_ 
to devote our ſelves to the Fait 

and Obedience of God the Fa- 
ther, our glorious and good Ma- 
kerz of God the Son our gra- 
cious Redeemer; of God the 


"Haly Ghoſt our bleſſed Guide, 


Aſhſtant, Advocate, and Com- 
forter : Theſe are the dutics an- 
tecedent unto, and concomitant 
of our Baptiſm ( immediate! 

and formally required of hol, 


who are capable of performing 
them, 
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As 8. 37. 


Ads 2. 38. 


them, mediately and virtually of 
them who are not) the which are 
ignited by our being baptized ia 

the Name of the Holy Trinity. 
Theſe duties the Scripture 
commonly expreſleth by the 
Word, Faith and Repentance 
ſometimes ſingly , ſometimes 
conjuadtly : If ( ſaid Philip to 
the Exmch) thou believeit with 
thy beart it is lawful (for thee to 
be baptized) z Faith was an in- 
diſpenſible condition prerequi- 
fite thereto 3 and, Repevs (faith 
S. Peter) and ltt every of you be 
baptized ; Repentance alſo was 
neceiiary to precede it 3 indeed 
both theſe ( as they are meant 
in this caſe) do in-eftet ltgnify 
the fame; each waporteth a 
being renewed im Mind, in 
Judgment, in Will, in Afﬀecti- 
on 3 a ſcrious embracing of 
Chriſt's Do&rine, and a ſtedfaſt 
reſolution to adhere thereto in 
praftice, Hence arc thoſe cf- 
tedts, 
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feds, or conſequences attributed A 25. 14. | 
31-X 20.21, 


$0 Farh 3 juſtifying us, recon- hoes iis 
ciling and bringing us near to 19-* 17-30. 
God, faying us; becauſe it is the _—_ 
necetlary condition required by 6 Gal: i 
God, and by him accepred, that 1.35 __ 
we may be capable of theſe be- kpheſ. 3.8. 
nefits conferred in Baptiſm 3 the T4"z a 
lame being alſo referr'd to that » Fl 25. 
repentance, or change of mind, _ > ra 
which muſt accompany our eN- Luke 24. 47+ 
trance into Chriſtianity 53 that Ma"* 2 47 
good Conſcience, with which we 
=_ a perpetual devotion 
and obedience to God,the which , per. x. »r. 
therefore doth (as S. "Peter tel- Rom6.3,4.56 
leth us) fave ws 5, it contributing 
to our Salvation, as a duty ne- 
ceflarily required in order » fr 
to. This is that death to fin, and 
relurreftion to righteouſnels, that 
buried with _ and 
riling with him, ſo as to 
walk _—_ newnels of _—_— 
the bapriſmal ation a 
which we then realy underate 


$o perform. 
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And as ſuch are the duties 
preceding or accompanying 
Baptiſmz ſo making good the 
en om they contain, con- 
ſtart y perfiſting in them, main- 
taining and improving them, are 
duties neceſlarily conſequent 
thereupon. Having (faith the 
Apoſile ) had our bodies waſhed 
with pure water, let ws hold fait 
the profeſſion of our faith without 
Wavering. e ſhould indeed 
continually remember, frequent- 
ly and ſeriouſly conſfider,what in 
ſo ſolemn a manner we ( upon ſo 
valuable confiderations)did then 
undertake, promiſe, and vow 
to God, diligently ſtriving to 
perform it z Be violating our 
part of the Covenant, and ſti- 
pulation then made, by apoltacy 
1n profeſſion or practice from 
God and goodneſs, we certain- 
ly muſt forfeit thoſe incſtimable 
benefits, which God otherwiſe 
hath tied himſclf to beſtow 's 
t 
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the pardon of our fins, the fa- 
vour of God, the being mem- 
bers of Chriſt, the , gut 
dance, afliſtance, = 
of the Holy Spirit 3 the righe 
unto, and hope of Salvation. 
We ſo doing, ſhall not only 
ſimply difobey,and offend God 3 
but add the higheſt breach of 
fidelity to our diſobedience, to- 
gether with the moſt heinous 1n- 
gratitude, abuſing the greateſt 
grace that could be vouchſafed 


us: If we wilfully ſin, after we Heb. 10. 26, 


have taken the acknowledgment of 
the truth, (faith the Apoſile, 
meaning that folmen proteſtion 
of our Faith in _—_— we 
trample under foot the Son of God 

we profane the blood of the Cove- 
nant ; we do deſpite unto the Spi- 
rit of Grace; and incurring (o 
deep guilt, we muſt expect ſuta- 
ble puniſhment. But I proceed 
to the other Sacrament, 


The 


— 
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Lhe Euchariſt; e] 
Op- Epiſt 63- Abeng the wonderful works 
| Oo 


© 
wer, and Grace per- || © 

formed by God Almighty, in | © 
favour of the Children of If | 
rael, and in order to their dehi- |} © 
very from the Egyptien ſlavery, | © 
a moſt ſignal one, was the ſmit- | * 
ing the firſt-born in every houſe } a 
of the Epyptians, and patling C 
over the houſes of the Children |} *© 
of Iſrael 5 wherein God declared | * 
his juſt _ againſt _= cruel 
Opprefſors, depriving them in a 
fadden and dreadful | 4 > 
what was neareſt and deareſt | ' 
to them ; and his gracious mercy 
toward them, in preſerving what | 
was alike dear to them from fo | 
woful a calamity ; thw (as the 
Text exprefſcth it) putting a 
difference between the Eg yptians 
and the Children of Iſrael, _ 
that 


I 
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that the memory of fo remark- 
able a —__ ht be a 
that their affeftions mi 
raiſed to a ſtrong ſenſe Gods 
goodneſs, and their Faithin ther 
| confirmed, fo as in the like need 
to hope for the ſame favourable 
help and protettion, by the 
conſideration of ſo notable an 
experiment, it pleaſed God to 
appoint a Sacrament, or myſteri- 
, ous Rite to be annually celebra- 
| ted, repreſenting and recalling 
to mind, that Act of God, where- 
in his ſpecial kindneſs was fo 
eminently demonſtrated roward 
his People : The ſame alſo (as did 
other Rites and Sacrifices,inſtiru- 
ted by God among that people) 
4: looking direQly forward u 
that other great delivery from 
Sin and Hell, which God in in 
deſigned toward man- 
kind, to be atchieved by = 
Saviour ; prefiguring, that t 
vouls of chem who ſhould be 


willing 
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willing to forſake the ſpiritual 
bondage of (in, ſhould be ſaved 
from the ruin coming upon them 
who would abide therein ; God 

regarding the blood of our Sa- 
* viour (that immaculate Lamb, 
ſacrificed for them) ſprinkled 
upon the doorsrot their houſes, 
that is, by hearty Faith and Re- 
pentance, applyed to their Con- 
{(ciences. The occaſion of cele- 
brating which Holy Rite, our 
Saviour we ſce did improve to 
the inſtitution of this Sacrament, 
molt agreeing therewith in de- 
ſign, as repreſentative and com- 
memorative of the greateſt blef- 
ſing and mercy that we are ca- 
pable of having vouchſated to 
us'z ſome part of that ancient - 
Rite, or Sacrifice ( which was 
moſt ſuitable to the ſpecial pur- 
poſes of this Inſtitution,and moſt 
conformable to the general con- 
ſtirution of the Chriftun Reli- 
gion, whereby all bloody Sacri- 
fices 
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fices are aboliſhed ) being re- 
tained in this. | 

The AQtion it {elf (or rather 
the whole Rite, confliſting of 
divers actions) we ſce plainly 
deſcribed in the Goſpels, and in 
the firſt Epiſtle of S. Pax! to the 
Corinthians 5 diſtinguiſhable in- 
to theſe chief parts. 1. The 
Benediction and Confecration 
(by Prayer and Thankſgiving ) 
of Bread and Wine. 2. The 
breaking of Bread, and — 
the Cup. 3. The delivery an 
diſtribution of them to the per- 
ſons preſent. 4. The declara- 
tion accompanying that delivery, 
that thoſe ſymbolical things and 
actions did repreſent our Savi- 
our's Body given and broken 


1 Tim. 4. 7; 


Luk.22-19,20; 
He r Malls . 
I Tor, Fr. 14, 
154. Tart 

! uke L1 v5 
dnpretionTy 


» Mark 14 22- 


our Saviours Blood ſhed and inudzl- 


poured out for us, ig ſanftion of 
the new Covenant. 5. The 
actual partaking of thoſe Sym- 
bols, by cating the Bread, and 
R drinks 


bm 
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drinking the Wine, done by y all 
preſent. Theſe things we find 
done at the firſt inſtitution and 
exemplary practice of this holy | 
Ceremony 3 the which our Sa- 
viour —_— us to imitate, ſay- 
ing, Do this in remembrance of 
—_— 3% me. There followeth, in S. Mat- 
thew and S. Mark, preſently at- 
ter the narration concerning 
theſe particulars, _— 5, 
And having ſung a Hymn, 1 | 
went to the es of ron £4 
Which a@ion was indeed in it 
ſelf proper to conclude the pra- 
Gice of this holy Rite, yet what 
reference it hath theyeto, can- 
not thence be determined; How- 
ever with theſe the Church hath 
always joined ſeveral atts of De» , 
votion ( Confeſhtons, Prayers, 
Praiſes, Thankſgivings, Inter- 
ceſhions, Vows) ſui to the 
nature and deſign Rs Cod, _ 
ment, apt to glorify 
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edify the Faithful in the celebta- 
tion thereof. 

Such is the practice it ſelf in- 
ſtituted and injoined by our Sa- 
viour ; the myſterious impor- 
tance thereof, as we find it ex- 
plained in Holy Scripture, (the 
only ſolid and fure ground, 
apon which we can build the 
explication of ſupernatural My- 
[teries) conliſteth chiefly in theſe 
particulars : 


1. It was intended for a Com- 
memorative , repreſentation of 
bur Saviour's Paſhon for us 5 


. fit to mind ns of it; to move us 


to conlider it, to beget afteftions 
in us, ſuitable to the memo- 
ry and confideration thereof : 


Tir Tur: & TW pl avkuryoay Luke 22, 19, 


Do this ( ith our Lord) for »vy t Cor.11.35, 


remembrance, Of in commemora- 
tion of me 4 that is (o, as there- 
by to have raiſed in you a re- 

R 2 flection 
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3 Cor.11-26. 


fledtion of mind and heart upon 
thoſe grievous pains, which I 
ſhall have endured for your 
ſake, to procure for you a re- 
miſſion of fins, and reconcilia- 
tion to God : And, So often 
ar S. Paul) as you eat this 
read, and drink this Cup, 
normeeyſ Mere, Te tell forth (or 
f1 ignificantly ex reſs) the death 
of our Lord ti = * or du- 
A his abſence from us. The | 
fulfering of our Saviour ( the 
moſt wonderful a& of Good- 
neſs and Charity, that ever was 
performed in the World, which 
produced effefts of higheſt con- 
ſequence to our benefit, the con- 
hderation' whereof is apt to 
work the beſt diſpoſitions of * 
piety in us)' ſhould very fre- 
_ be preſent to our 
ghts and. affeftions ; and 
that 1t may be ſo. with advan- 
tage, ſuch a ſolemn and ſenſible 
repre- 
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repreſentation thereof is very 
conducble z wherein we behold 
him crucihed, as' it were in 
effi, his Body broken, his 

lood poured out for us ; it be- 
ing in a ſort a putting us intothe 
circumſtances of thoſe, who did 
behold our Saviour for us hang- 
ing upon the Croſs. Our Lord 
being abſent in Body from us, 
(fitting in Heaven at God's 
right hand) to ſupply that ab» 
ſence, that we ſhould not be apt 
to forget him, and thereby be- 
come wholly eſtranged from 
him, is pleaſed to order this oc- 
cation of: being preſent, and 
converſing with us, in ſuch a 
manner, as may retain in our 
memories his gracious perfor- 
mances for us 5 may impreſs in 
our hearts a kindly ſenſe of 
them ; may raiſe us up in mad 
and affection to him. 


R 3 2. The 
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2, The Benefits conſequent 
upon our Saviours Pa 

htly apprehended, heartily 
oa, ſeriouſly conſidered 
by us, are hereby lively repre- 
ſented, and effettually convey- 
ed; to the ſuſtenance and nou- 
riſtment of our” ſpiritual Life, to 
the refreſhment and comfort of 
our Souls. It is a holy Feaſt, a 
ſpiritual Repaſt, adiyine Enter- 
tainment, to whith God in kind- 
neſs invites us; to which if we 
come with well-diſpoſed minds, 
he there feeds us with moſt holy 
and delicious Viands, with hea- 
venly Manna, = ones 
and ch et 
is the ſtaff of L 1 "the moſt 
common,. "moſt neceflary, and 
moſt. whoKome, and moſt favo- 

Meat 3 Wine is the moſt plea- 
ant and wholſome alſo, the "moſt 
4 and cordial Drink ; 

em therefore. our Lord 
td 
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to repreſent that Body and 
Blood, by the Oblation of 
which a capacity of life and 
health was procured to Man- 
kind ; the taking in which by 
right apprebenfion, taſting it by 
hearty Faith, digeſting it by 
careful attention and meditati- 
on, converting it into our ſub- 
ſtance by devout, grateful, and 
holy affections, joined with ſeri- 

ous and ſteady refolutions of 
living anſwerable thereto, will 
certainly ſupport and maintain 
our ſpiritual Life in a vigorous 
Health, and happy growth of 
Gracez refreſhing our hearts 
with comfort and latisfaion un- 


ſpeakable z He that doth thus, Toa 


eats our Saviour's Fleſh,and drinks © 
his Blood, ( that is, who as our 
Sxviour interpreteth it, doth be- 
lieve in him ; "that Belief import- 
ing all other acts of Mind and 
Will, connetted with right per- 

R 4 lua- 
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ſuafions concerning -him ) hath 
eternal life, and ſhall live for ever, 
as himſclt declares and promiſes: 
which Benefits therefore 1n the 
due performance of this holy 
Duty, are conveyed unto us. 


3. This Sacrament declares 
that Union, which good Chri- 
ſtians partaking thereof have 
with Chriſt 5. their myſtical 1n« 
ſertion into him, by a cloſe de- 
pendence upon him for ſpiritual 
Life, Mercy, Grace, Salva- 
tion; a conſtant adherence ta 
bim by Faith and Obedience, a 
ncar conformity to him.in Mind 
and Aﬀectionz an inſeparable 
conjundion with him, by the 
ſtricteſt hands of fidelity, and 
by the moſt endearing Relations ; 
Which things could not more 
fitly be ſet out, than by the par- 
taking our beſt and molt neceſla- 
ry Food ; which being taken in, 


ſoon 
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fon becomes united to us, af- 
fimilated and converted into our 
——_—_— 3 thereby renewing 
our ſtrength, and repairing the 
"kenny our nature : Whete-» 


fore, He (ſaith our Saviour ) 199 6 $6] 


that eateth my Fleſb, and drinketh 
my Blood, abides'in me, and Fin 


bim ; and, The Cup of Bleſſing 1 Cor.10.16] 


(faith S. Paxl which we bleſs; 
is it not the Communion of the 
Blood of Chriſt? the Bread Mer 
we break, is it not the Communion 
of the Body of Chriſt ? We in the 
outward Attion, partake of the 
Symbols repreſenting our Savi- 
6ur's Body and Blood 3 We in 
the” ſpiritual Intention, *commu- 
_ of his very Perſon, be- 

ing ( according to the manner 
infinuated ) inumately anited to 
him. 


4. By this Sacramerit conſe- 
quently w fGignified and ſcaled 
chat 
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4 Pp. 146. 
.b7- p.208, 


x Cor.10.17. 


that Union, which is among our 
Saviour's true Diſciples commu- 
nicating therein 3 their being to- 
gether united in conſent of mind, 
me unity of Faith z in mutual 
will and afteQion, in 
and tendency to the ſame Mee 
end, in ſpiritual Brotherhood 
and Society ; eſpecially uponac+ 
count of their Communion with 
Chriſt, which moſt cloſely tics 


Vid. Cyp. Ep. them one to another 5 thay gap: 
dual 


taking of this one indi 

Food, become tranſlated, as it 
were, into one Body and Sub- 
ſtance: Seeing (faith S. *Panl) 
we being many, are one * Bread, one 


BI os OY 


In the repreſenting, uce- 
ing, and promoting theſe things, 
we -are taught the Myſtery of 
this Sacrament doth confiſt ; It 
was deſigned as a proper ran 


4 
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efhcacious Inſtrument, to raiſe 
in us pious AﬀeCtions toward 
our good God, and . gracious 
Redeemer z to diſpoſe us to all 
holy praftice 3 to confirm our 
Faith, to nouriſh our Hope, to 
quicken our Reſolutions of 
walking carefully in the ways of 
Duty ; to unite us more taſtly 
to our Savionr, and to combine 
us in Charity one' toward ano- 
ther ; the accompliſhing of which 
Intents thereof, doth ſuppoſe out 
faithful and diligent concurtence 
in the uſe thereof; whence a- 
rike many Duties incumbent up- 
on us m reſj thereto, ſome 
antecedent, concomitant, 
_ conſequent to the uſtthere- 


1. Before we addreſs our 
ſelves to the partaking of this 
venerable Myſtery, we ſhould 


confider whither we ate going, 
what 
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what is the nature and impor- 
tance of the Attion we ſet our 
ſelves about 5 that we are ap- 
proaching to our Lord's Table, 
((oS. Pax calleth it) to come 
into his more eſpecial preſence, 
to be catertained by him with 
the deareſt welcome, and the 
beſt chear that can be 3 to re- 
ceive the fulleſt teltimonics of 
his Mercy, and the ſurelt pledges 
of his favour toward us; that 
we are going to, behold our 
Lord in tendereſt love, offeri 

up himſelf a Sacrikce to God, 
thereia undergoing the foreſt 
pains, and fouleſt diſgraces for 
our Good and Salvation ; that 
we ought therefore to bring with 
us diſpofitions of Soul, ſuitable 
to ſuch an acceſs unto, fuch an 
entercourſe with our gracious 
Lord. Had we the honour and 
fayour to be invited to the Ta- 
ble of a great Prince, what 


eſpecial 
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eſpecial care ſhould we have to 
; dreſs our Bodies in a clean and 
, decent- garb, to compoſe our 
, minds in order to expreſſion of 
: all due reſpe&t to him ; to bring 
: nothing about us noiſome or 
ugly, that might offend his gn, 
, or diſpleaſe his mind > The like 
ſurely, and greater care we 
1 ſhould apply, when we thus be- 
| ing called, do go into God's 
| Preſence and Communion. We 
ſhould, in preparation thereto, 
with all our power, endeavour 
| to cleanſe our Souls from all 
impurity of thought and defire 3 
from all iniquity and perverſc- 
neſs ; from all malice, envy, ha- 
tred, anger, and all fuch evil 
1 diſpofitions, which are moſt of- 
fenfive to God's all-piercing 
ſight, and unbeſceming his glo- 
rious Preſence ; we ſhould drefs 
our Souls with all thoſe comely 
Ornaments of Grace -( with 


purity, 
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purity, bumility, mecknefs, and 
charity ) _ u_ _—_ us 
acceptable and well-plealing to 
im: We ſhould compoſe our 
minds into a frame of reverence 
and awful regard to the Majeſty 
of God, into a lowly, calm; 
and tender diſpofition of heart; 
apt to expreſs all reſpect due to 
his Preſence, fit to admit the 
gracious illapſes of his Holy 
Spirit 5 very ſuſceptive of all 
Holy and Heavenly Afﬀedtions, 
which are ſutable to ſuch a Com- 
munion, or may ſpring from'it. 
We ſbould therefore remove 
and abandon from us, not only 
all vitious Inclinations, and evil 
purpoſes ; but even all worldly 


cares, defires, and paftions, FJ 


which may diſtraRt, or diſcom- 
poſe us, that may dull or deject 
us, that may cauſe us-to behave 
our ſelves indecently or unwor- 
thily before God, that may be- 
reave 
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reave us of the excellent Fruits 
from fo bleſſed an entertain- 
ment. 


To theſe purpoſes we ſhould, 
according to $. "Pax!'s advice, 
Senuuetay iaurss, examine and 1 Cor-tl.2h 
approve our ſelves; conſidering 
our paſt Attions, and our pre- 
ſent Inclinations, and according- 
oe O7 ſcrious meditation, and 

ent prayer to God for his 
gracious afhiſtance therein, work- 
ing our Souls into a hearty re- 
morſe for our paſt miſcarriages, 
and a fincere refolutionto amend 
for the future 3 forſaking all fin, 
endeavouring in all our aCtions 
to ſerve.and e God; purg- 1 Cor,g- 
ing out (as $. Paul again 1njoin- 
_—_— the old leaven of vice and 
wi ſs 3 (o that we may feaſt, 
and ccdlebrate this Paſleover, in 
which Chriſt is myſtically facri- 
ficed for us, in the wrleauened 

diſvo- 
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diſpoſitions of fncerity and 
truth, Such are the duties pre- 
vious to our partaking this Sa+ 


Crament, 


2. Thoſe Duties which ac- 
company it, are a reverent 
and devout afteQtion of heart, 
with a ſuitable behaviour there- 
in ; an awful ſenſe of mind bes 
fitting the Majeſty of that Pre- 
ſence wherein we do appear, 
an{werable to the greatneſs, and 
goodneſs, and holineſs of him, 
with whom we converſe 5 be- 
coming the ſacredneſs of thoſe 
Myſteries, which are exhibited 
to us, ( that which $. *Pawl ſeem- 
eth to call Nornpiver To owjuee KVpIC, 


to diſcern or diſtinguiſh ow |. 


Lord's Body ;, that is, yielding a 
uliar reverence of mind and 
baviour in regard thereto ) a 
devotion of heart, conſiſting m 


hearty contrition for our fins, 
which 
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which did expoſe our Saviour 
to the enduring ſuch pains, then 
remembred ; in firm reſolution 
to forlake the like thereafter, as 
injurious, diſhonourable, and 
diſplealing to him z in fervent 
love of him, as full of fo won- 
derful goodneG and charity 
toward us 3 in moſt hearty 
thankfulgeſs for thoſe uncon- 
ceivably great expreſſions of 
kindneſs toward us; in deepeſt 
humility, upon ſenſe of our un- 
worthineſs, to receive ſuch te» 
ſtmonies of grace and favour 
from him, ( our unworthineſs to 
eat the Crumbs that fall from his 
Table, how much more to be 
admitted into. ſuch degrees of 


' honourable Communion, and 


familiarity, of cloſe conjunction 
and union with him 2? ) of pious 
Joy in conſideration of the ex- 
cellent privileges herein impar- 
ted, and of the bleſſed Fruits 

+$ aC- 
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| 


accruing to us from his gracious 
performances z in a comfortable 
hope of obtaining and enjoy- 
ing the benefits of his obedience 
and paſſion, by the aſſiſtance of 
his Grace ; in ſteady Faith, and 
full perſuaſion of mind, that he 
1s (fuppokng our dutiful com- 
phance) ready to beſtow up» 
on us all the bleſtings then ex- 
hibited 3 in attentively fixin 

the eyes of our Mind, and all 
the powers of our Soul ( our 
Underſtanding, Will, Memory, 
Fancy, Afﬀettion ) upon him, 
as willingly pouring forth his 
Lite for our Salvation 3 hlſtly, 
in motions of enlarged good- 


will and charity toward all our 


Brethren for his fake, in obedi- | 


ence to his Will, and in imitation 
of him; ſuch-like Duties ſhould 
attend our participation of this 
holy Sacrament. 


3. The 


—— 
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3. The effefts of having dw 
ly performed which, ſhould ap- 
pear in the practice of thoſe 
Duties, which are conſequent 
thereon 3 being ſuch as theſe ; 
An increaſe of all pious inclina- 
tions and affeQtions, expreſſing 
themſelves in a real amendment 
of our lives, and producing 
more © goodly fruits of obedi- 


, ence 3. the thorough digeſtion of 


that ſpiritual nouriſhment by 
our becoming more faſtly knit 
to our Saviour higher de- 
grees of Faith and Love ; the 
maintaining a more lively ſenſe 
of his ſaperabundant goodneſs ; 
the cheniſhing thoſe influences 


4 of Grace; which deſcend upon 


bur hearts in this Communion; 
and improving them to nearer 
degrees of perteCtion in all piety 
and vertue 3 a watchful care, 
and endeavour in out lives to 
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approve our ſclves in ſome mea- 
ſure worthy of that great ho- 
nour and favour, which God 
hath vouchſafed us in admitting 
us to fo near approaches to 
himſelf; an carnelt purſuance 
of the Reſolutions, performance 
of the Vows, making good the 
Engagements, which 1n fo ſo 

lemn a manner, .upon fo 
an occaltion we made, and of- 
fered up unto our God and Saf . 
viour 3 finally, the conſidering, 
that by the breach of ſuch Re 
folutions, by the violation c 
ſuch Engagements, our (ins re- 
ceiving ſo mighty aggravation 
of vain inconſtancy and wicked 
perhdiouſneſls, our guilt will 
hugely be increaſed 5 our Soul 
relapling into fo grievous diſtens 
=p our ſoirieusl it h wall 
exceedingly impaired 3 con- 
ſequently hence our true Com 
forts will be abated, our beſt 
hopes 
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hopes will be ſhaken & our eter 
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nal ſtate will be deſperately en 


dangered. 


There is one Duty which | 
ſhould not forbear to touch, 
concerning this Sacrament, that 
is, Our gladly embracing any 
opportunity preſented of com- 
mumcating therein 3 the doing 
{o, being not only our Duty, 

+ but a great aid and inſtrument 


of Piety; the neglecting it 
grievous fin, and productive 
great miſchiefs to us. 


a 


of 


The Primitive Chriſtians did 
very frequently uſe it, partaking 
therein, as it ſeems at every 
* time of their meeting for God's 
Service; it is faid of them, b 
S. Lake, that They continued Red. ARS 3. 42. 
faſtly im the Apoſtles Dodrine, 


and Communion, and in 


of Bread, and in Prayers ;, and, 
$3 when 


breaking 
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| Cor.10-20, 


when you meet togetber,it is not (as 
according to the intent and di 
of meeting it ſhould be) to eat # 
Lord's Supper,Gaith $. *Paxl : And 
Juſt. Martyr in his ſecond Apologie, 
deſcribing the religiousService of 
God in their Aſſemblies,mention- 
eth it as a conſtant part thereof ; 
and Epiphaniss reporteth it as a 
Cuſtom in the Church, derived 
from Apoſtolical Inſtitution, to 
celebrate the Encharii# thrice 
every week, that is, fo often as 
they did meet to pray and 
praiſe God 3 which practice may 
well be conceived, a great means 
of kindling and preſerving in 
them that holy fervourof Piety, 
which they fo illuſtriouſly ex- 
preſſed in their Converſation, * 
and in their gladſome ſuffering 
for Chriſt's ſake : and the remit- 
ting of- that frequency, as it is 
certainly a fign and an effect, ſo 
in part it may poſſibly be 
i reck- 
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reckoned a cauſe of the de 
neracy of Chriſtian Praftice, in- 
to that great coldneſs and flack- 
neſs which afterward did ſeize 
upon it, and now doth appa- 
rently keep « in a languiſhmg 
and half-dying ſtate. 

The rarer occaſions therefore 
we now have of performing this 
Duty, (the which indeed was 
always eſteemed the principal 
Office of God's Service ) of en. 
joying this Benefit, ( the being 
deprived whereof, was alſo 
deemed the greateſt puniſhment 
and infeclicity that could arrive 
to a Chriſtian ) the more ready 
we ſhoyld be ro embrace them. 
If we dread God's Dilpleafure, 
if we value our Lord and his 
Benefits, if we tender the life, 
health, and welfare of our Souls, 
we (hall not neglect it 3 for how 
can we but extreamly offend 
God by fo extream rudeneſs, 
S 4 that 
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that when he kindly invites us 
to his Table, we are averſe from 
coming thither, or utterly re- 
fuſe it 2 That when he calleth us 
into his Preſence, we run from 
him 3 that when he, with his 
own hand,offerethus ineſtimable 
Mercies and Bleſlings, we reje&t 
them ? It is not only the breach 
of God's Command, who en- 
joined us to do this, but a direct 
contempt of his Favour and 
Goodneſs, moſt clearly and 
largely exhibited in this Office. 
And how can we,bear any re- 
gard to our Lord, or be any 
wiſe ſenſible of his gracious Per- 
formances in our behalf, if we 
are unwilling to join in thank- 
ful and joyful commemoration 
of them ? How httle do we love 
our own Souls, if we ſuffer 
them to pine and ſtarve for 
want of that Food, which God 
acre diſpenicth tor its Suſtenange 
and 
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and Comfort 5; if we bereave 
them of enjoying ſo high a 
Privilege, ſo ineſtimable a th, 
fit, ſo mcomparable Pleaſures as 
are to be found and felt in this 
Service, or do ſpring and flow 
from it 2 What reaſonable ex- 
cuſe can we frame for ſuch 
negle&t? are we otherwiſe em- 

loyed 2 What Buſineſs can there 


more important, than ſerving 


God, and faving our own - 


Souls ? Is it wiſdom, in purſu- 
ance of any the greateſt Afﬀair 
here, to diſregard the principal 
Concern of our Souls? Do we 
think our ſelves unfit and un- 
worthy to appear in God's Pre- 
ſence ? But is any man unwor- 
thy to obey God's Commands ? 
Is any Man unfit to implore and 
artake of God's Mercy, if he 
not unwilling to do n? 
What unworthmeſs ſhould hin- 


der us from — 
, 


— 
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Lord's exceſlive Charity towards 
us, and thanking him for it ? 
from praying for his Grace ; 
from reſolving to amend our 
lives? Muſt we, becauſe we 
are unworthy, continue fo ſtill, 
by ſhunning the means of cor- 
xeQing and curing us? Muſt we 
encreaſe our unworthineſs, by 
tranſgreſiing our Duty ? If we 
eſteem things well, the conſci- 
ence of our finfulneſs ſhould 
rather drive us to it, as toour 
Medicine, than detain us from 
tt. There 1s no man indeed, 
who muſt not conceive and con- 
feſs himſelf unworthy $3 there- 
fore muſt no man come thither 
at God's Call? It we have a 
ſenſe of our fins, and a mind 
to leave them 3; if we have a 
ſenſe of God's goodneſs, and a 

rt to thank him for itz we 
arelo worthy, that we ſhall be 
kindly received there, and gra- 
cioully 
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cioully rewarded. If we -will 
not take a little care to work 
theſe diſpoſitions in us, we are 
indeed unworthy ; but the be- 
ing ſo, from our own perverſe 

ligence, is a bad excuſe for 
the negle&t of our Duty. In 
fhne, I dare fay, that he, who 
with an honeſt meaning ( altho 
with an imperfect devotian ) 
doth addreſs himſelf ta the per- 
formance of this Duty, is far 
more excuſable, than he that up- 
on whatever ſcore declineth it ; 
no ſcrupulous ſhineſs can ward 
us from blame ; what then ſhall 
we ſay, if ſupine (loth, or pro- 
phane contempt, are the cauſes 
of ſuch neglect ? 
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ond uG-,mH mxoendlas wal as, 
# Uri, # ewTre /a, Th 4s, #4 Lan, 
Chryſ. in 1 Cor. Or. 24. 


Thus having briefly diſpatched 
the Confiderations that offered 
themſclves upon theſe Subjects, I 
ſhall conclude all with Prayer to 
Almighty God, that we by his 

ce and help believing rightly, 

ongly, conliantly, and finally 5 
being frequent and fervent in 
Prayer, and all pious devotion, 
fiacerely obeying all God's Com- 
mandments ; continuing order- 
ly, dutiful, and worthy Members 
of Chrilt's Church, growing con- 
tinually m Grace, by the worthy 
participation of the Holy Sacra- 
ments, may obtain the end of 
our Faith, the ſaccels of our 
Prayers, the reward of our O- 
bedience, the continuance in 
that Holy Society, the perfe& 
conſummation of Grace in b 
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poſlefiion of eternal Joy, Glo- 
ry, and Blifs ; which God in his 
infinite Mercy grant to us, for 
our bleſſed Saviour's lake ; to 
whom be all glory and praiſe for 
ever and ever. Amen. 


Books writ by the Leatried 
Dr. Iſaac Barrow, and 
printed for Brabazon Ayl- 
mer, at the Three Pigeons 


over againſt the Royal 
Pxchange in ( ornbill, 


i by elve Sermons preached upon 
Several Occaſions : In Otavo, 
being the Firſt Volume. 

Ten Sermons againſt Evil 
u_g In Offavo; being the 
Second Volume. 

Eight Sermons of the Love of 
God and our Neighbour : Iz 
OZ ao, being the Third Volume. 

The Duty and Reward of 
Bounty to the Poor : I a Ser- 
mon, much enlarged, preached at 
the Spittal wpon Wedneſday #* 
Eaſter Week, Anno Dom, 1671. 
In Ove. 
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Guild-Hall Chappel, o» Good- 
Friday, the 13th day of April, 
1677. In OfSavo. 

A Learned Treatiſe of the 
Pope's Supremacy. To which is 
added a Diſcourſe concerning the 
Unity of the Church. I» @narto. 

The ſaid Diſcourſe concerning 
the Unity of the Church, # «l/s 
printed alone : In Ove. 

An Expoſition of the Lord's 
Prayer 3 of the Ten Command- 
ments. And the Dodrine of the 
Sacraments: In OZave. 

All the ſaid Books of the Lear- 
ned Dr. Iſaac Barrow, (except the 
Sermon of Bounty to the Poor ) 
are ſince the Author's death "Pub- 
liſhed by Dr. Tillotfon Dean of 
Canterbury. 

The true and lively Effigies of 
Dr.Ifaac Barrow, in a large Print; 
Ingraven (from the Life) by the 
excel/ent Artiſt D. Loggan : Price 
without Frame ſix pence. 


